


PRAXIS 

Thy Kingdom Come
A Study on The Gospel of Ma�hew

__________

Graceway Community Church



PRAXIS

On 

The Gospel of Ma�hew

Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are taken from the English Standard 

Version Bible.

For more informa,on on

Graceway Community Church

please visit www.gracewayri.org

To contribute to the prin,ng of this devo,onal and the ministry

at Graceway Community Church, please visit

www.gracewayri.org/give.

Printed in USA by 48HrBooks (www.48HrBooks.com)

http://www.48HrBooks.com/


Welcome to the October edi�on of Praxis!  Throughout this month we

will read through the gospel wri�en by Ma�hew to the Jews. 

The readings are brief,  in order to cover the Scripture, present the

thought, and allow ,me to take it in through medita�on, contempla�on,

and prayer. We encourage you to record your responses and the things

that the Holy Spirit shows you. 

Each reading is set up according to the ancient prac,ce of the  daily

o�ce, with a reading for morning hours, and a reading for the evening

hours. Of course, when and how you do this is completely up to you, but

we do encourage you to do it at the same ,me and place each day, in

order to simplify and develop the habit. 

Take your �me and soak in it. Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you each day.

Even the simplest of things can bring revela�on when we dedicate a$en�on

to the Spirit and the details. 

This compila,on has been designed to lead us into the Scripture each

day, to help empower us in the Holy Spirit and Truth, and to culminate

in the Home Church experience. 

Make special note  of the pages given to each Sunday, take  ,me to

review  your  readings  and  responses  from  the  week.  This  will  help

prepare  you  for  a  richer  experience  in  Home  Church,  through  both

sharing and receiving. 

If you are not yet part of a Home Church, we would love to have you

experience for yourself! Find out more from the person who gave you

this book, or reach us at www.GracewayRI.org 

The commentary that accompanies 

each reading is wri�en by Ed Piche�e 

Sr. who serves as an elder and a Home

Church Leader at Graceway 

Community. 



October 1 Morning Reading

Introduc�on to Ma�hew

Ma�hew probably wrote this gospel some�me between the late 50’s and early

60’s.  Some believe it was wri�en later around 70.  His gospel, more than the

others, contains many Old Testament references.  Many believe it was wri�en

by Ma�hew to the Jews living in An�och Syria, who had converted Chris�anity.

As you read through Ma�hew this  month, look up the many Old Testament

references you’ll come across.  This will help you to see how the early believers

understood the Old Testament and how they believed that Jesus ful,lled many

of the prophecies given throughout it

1 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Reading October 1

Read Ma�hew 1

3  and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of

Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4  and Ram the father of Amminadab,

and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,  5

and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by

Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6  and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, Ma$. 1:3-6

11  and Josiah the father of  Jechoniah and his brothers,  at  the �me of  the

deporta�on to Babylon. Ma$. 1:11

In the ,rst century most genealogical accounts listed the names of men only.

Here  in  this  genealogy  of  Jesus  we  see  several  women noted as  well  as  a

reference to the exile.  Each of these items would have drawn the a�en�on of

Ma�hew’s readers.  Lets look more closely at each.

In verse 3 we read that Tamar was the mother of Perez and Zerah.  In Gen. 38

we read the story of Judah and his daughter-in-law Tamar.  While inebriated,

Judah unknowingly slept with his daughter-in-law and she became pregnant.  

In verse 4 we see references to both Rahab and Ruth – two women who

are well-known and honored in Jewish history.  The issue here is that neither of

them were Jews genealogically!  

Next in verse 6 comes a reference to “the wife of Uriah.”  By wording it

this way, Ma�hew reminds the reader of David’s involvement in adultery with

Bathsheba as well as the murder of Uriah.  

Remember that the Jews thought that they were chosen by God.  They

cared about genealogy because they believed that if they could prove that they

were descended from Abraham then they would be saved.  

By showing the sinfulness of several important Jews and the fact that several

well respected Jews were not ethnically Jews at all, Ma�hew calls into ques�on

whether it is of any value to be descended from Abraham.  In fact, in v. 11,

Ma�hew recalls the exile – a reference to the fact that God had allowed the

en�re na�on to suCer exile for their sinfulness.  

Ma�hew is  trying to help his  Jewish readers  to understand that they

should not depend on their genealogy to believe they are saved.  He will go on

to explain how salva�on can be found in Jesus only.  

Jews, especially Pharisees and Sadduccees who knew the OT well were

probably extremely oCended by the opening verses of this gospel.  In fact, I

don’t doubt that there were some who would have wanted to kill Ma�hew for

wri�ng such a nega�ve view of Abraham’s descendants.

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 2



October 2 Morning Reading

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to

be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19  And her husband Joseph, being a just

man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  20 But

as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him

in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21 She will bear

a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their

sins." 22 All this took place to ful@ll what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23  "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call  his

name Immanuel" (which means,  God with us). 24  When Joseph woke from

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but

knew her not un�l she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Ma$. 1:18-25

Having begun his gospel by showing that there were several very dishonorable

events  in  the  stories  of  Abraham’s  descendants,  Ma�hew  now  turns  his

a�en�on to birth of Jesus.  It starts with the fact that Joseph was not Jesus’

father.   Apparently,  this  is  another  shameful  story  involving  Mary  geDng

pregnant while she is not yet married.  Ma�hew explains how God revealed to

Joseph that he  need not fear.   The father  of  Mary’s  child  is  the  Holy  Spirit

Himself!  This is no shameful story.  Rather it is the story of how God would visit

His people to save us from our sin!  The angel tells Joseph that the child’s name

will be Immanuel – Hebrew for “God with us.”

So chapter 1 begins with a supposedly honorable story about the descendants

of Abraham and Ma�hew goes on to show that it involves many dishonorable

stories.  Ma�hew concludes chapter 1 with a supposedly dishonorable story –

the pregnancy of a common unwed peasant girl in Israel - and he goes on to

show  that  this  pregnancy  is  the  beginning  of  the  most  valuable,  the  most

important and history changing event of all �me!  How ironic!?!?

Consider the astounding and unexpected way that God chose to set the stage to

in,ltrate the world with His Kingdom.

3 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Reading October 2

Read Ma�hew 2

1  Now aDer Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the

king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is

he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and

have  come  to  worship  him."  3 When  Herod  the  king  heard  this,  he  was

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  4 and assembling all the chief priests

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be

born.  5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea,  for  so it  is  wri$en by the

prophet: Ma$. 2:1-5

The opening verses of chapter 2 compare the response of the wise men from

the east with Herod’s response to the news of Immanuel’s birth.  The wise men

sought to honor and worship the newborn king.  Herod sought to kill Him in an

a�empt to preserve his ability to rule.  In fact Herod would eventually kill two of

his own sons whom he suspected of wan�ng to kill him and seize his throne.

As we con�nue reading Ma�hew’s gospel this month watch how Ma�hew will

again  and again  compare  how believers  respond to  the  gospel  versus  how

unbelievers respond.

What was your response upon ,rst hearing the gospel?

How is John 15:16 related to your response?

Take a moment to express your gra�tude to the Lord in prayer.

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 4



What struck you most in this week’s readings from Ma$hew? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve 

received? 

5 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Notes from Home Church. 

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 6



October 3 Morning Reading

13  Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to

Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and Iee to

Egypt, and remain there un�l I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the

child, to destroy him." 14  And he rose and took the child and his mother by

night and departed to Egypt 15  and remained there un�l the death of Herod.

This was to ful@ll what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I

called my son." Ma$. 2:13-15

Ma�hew tells us about an angel who appears to Joseph and tells him to bring

Jesus and Mary to Egypt.  This accomplishes two purposes.  First it protects

Jesus from Herod’s a�empt to kill Him.  Secondly, it allows Ma�hew to explain

how God will use Jesus being called “out of Egypt” to ful,ll the prophecy of Hos.

11:1.

In  doing this,  Ma�hew reminds  his  Jewish readers  how God had called His

people out from slavery in Egypt.  The delivery out of slavery in the OT is the OT

counterpart to the delivery from the penalty of sin in the NT.  

Ma�hew  is  connec�ng  for  his  readers  the  importance  of  Jesus  for  their

deliverance from sin with the deliverance that God had brought for His people

in the OT.  

He will, of course, go on to describe how much more valuable Jesus’ work is.

But he wants his readers to see how Jesus relates to the stories and prophecies

of the OT.  He wants them to understand Jesus as He relates to the history of

God’s people in the OT.  Further on in this gospel,  Ma�hew will  quote Jesus

Himself saying that He did not come to do away with the OT but rather to ful,ll

it:

17  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have

not come to abolish them but to ful@ll them. Ma$. 5:17

The Law and the Prophets remain in place.  But because of what Jesus has done

we are no longer under the penalty of the law.  Now, having the Holy Spirit

living within us because of Jesus’ sacri,ce of Himself, we are no longer slaves to

sin but we have become slaves of righteousness

16  Do you not  know that  if  you present yourselves  to anyone as obedient

slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to

death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God,

that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart

to the standard of teaching to which you were commi$ed, 18 and, having been

set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. Rom. 6:16-18

7 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Reading October 3

16  Then  Herod,  when he  saw  that  he  had  been  tricked  by  the  wise  men,

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and

in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the �me that

he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was ful@lled what was spoken

by the prophet Jeremiah: 18  "A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud

lamenta�on, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted,

because they are no more." 19  But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20  saying, "Rise, take the child

and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's

life are dead." 21  And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to

the land of  Israel. 22  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over

Judea in  place  of  his  father  Herod,  he  was  afraid  to  go  there,  and  being

warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and

lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might

be ful@lled, that he would be called a Nazarene. Ma$. 2:16-23

Ma�hew con�nues the story showing how several more OT prophecies were

ful,lled in Jesus.  More than this, Ma�hew demonstrates how God was working

in Jesus’ day seDng the stage for His Son’s cruci,xion.  When Herod died his

kingdom was divided into three parts, with each of his three remaining sons

receiving one part.  Archelaus was given the region containing Jerusalem; he

ruled with an iron ,st and was very much hated by the Jewish people.  When

the  Jews  sent  several  delegates  to  Rome  to  complain  about  him,  Rome

responded by removing Archelaus and replacing him with a Roman governor.

Pilate would later become the 5th Roman governor over Judea and preside at

Jesus’ trial.  In His sovereignty God was working out all the details of His plan.

Only with the wisdom of hindsight would we be able to look back and see how

He had accomplished all that He intended.

Do you think God is s�ll working in this sort of way in the world today?  

Imagine the things He is doing in prepara�on for His perfect will in your life.

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 8



October 4 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 3

1  In those days John the Bap�st came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2

"Repent,  for  the kingdom of heaven is  at  hand." 3  For  this  is  he who was

spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, "The voice of one crying in the

wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'" 

Ma$. 3:1-3

None of the NT writer ever said, “Jesus is God” quite as plainly as that.  More

oKen their  claims concerning Jesus’ deity were more subtly couched in their

wri�ng.  Here Ma�hew claims that Jesus ful,lled an OT prophecy concerning

something that God Himself would do.  In par�cular, “The voice of one crying in

the wilderness” is a reference to Isaiah 40:3.

3 A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight

in the desert a highway for our God. Isa. 40:3

Isaiah makes plain that the way was to be prepared for a visit from “our God”

Himself.  If, as Ma�hew says here in Ma�.3:3, Jesus is the one being spoken

about in Isa. 40:3, then it follows that Jesus must Himself be God.  This is typical

of several other NT scriptures that demonstrate the deity of Jesus.  Take the

�me to check out the Old Testament references as you read the New Testament

so you don’t miss the point that the New Testament writers are making.

9 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Evening October 4

4  Now John wore a garment of  camel's  hair  and a leather belt  around his

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.  5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea

and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him,  6  and they were

bap�zed by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  7  But when he saw

many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his bap�sm, he said to them,

"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to Iee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear

fruit in keeping with repentance. 9  And do not presume to say to yourselves,

'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you, God is able from these stones

to raise up children for Abraham. Ma$. 3:4-9

Note vv. 8-9.  Here Ma�hew says much more clearly and openly what he had

hinted at with the genealogy in chapter 1.  He is wri�ng to Jewish believers and

is aware that many unbelieving Jews would read his work.  So here he quotes

John the Bap�st warning the Jews that they should not count on being saved

because they are descended from Abraham.

Every person wants to believe that they are not under any condemna�on from

God.  There are many who believe in some kind of god without believing in

Jesus.  Most people will give some reason why they believe and have a hope

that they will be well received by their god when they die.  

When you witness to anyone about who Jesus is you’re telling them essen�ally

that the only way to the Father is through the Son.  You’re telling them that if

they have any hope other than in Jesus that they are wrong and in danger of

hell-,re.  No one wants to hear such a message.  

Sharing the gospel  with an unbeliever can be challenging because it  can be

oCensive – oCensive to sin and the Nesh.  Yet in truth it is a hopeful message of

sacri,cial love and eternal life!  Though some may not be interested in what you

say about Jesus, it is important that we speak the truth in love.  

Remember that it is not your work to save anyone.  You simply cannot do it!

Your role is be a faithful witness to the truth.  Be who you are and do what the

Spirit leads you to do; trust God to bring people to Himself.  None of us is under

any obliga�on to convert a certain number of people.  But all of us are to be led

by the Spirit in what we do and say.

How do you keep tuned into the leading of the Holy Spirit?  

What inhibi�ons do you encounter when prompted to act or speak?  

What guidance from the Holy Spirit is determining your ac�ons?

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 10



October 5 Morning Reading

16  And when Jesus was bap�zed, immediately he went up from the water, and

behold,  the  heavens  were  opened to  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God

descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from

heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." 

Ma$. 3:16-17

Here Ma�hew again speaks to us about Jesus’ deity.  In the ,rst century, a man

was oKen considered the equal of his father.  Most sons grew up being trained

by their fathers to do the same sort of work that the father did.  

In the gospel of John we read that when Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of

God He was making Himself equal to God.  So here in v. 17 when Ma�hew says

that God called Jesus “my beloved Son”, Ma�hew is saying that Jesus is equal to

God.

18  This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not

only was  he breaking  the Sabbath,  but  he  was even  calling God his  own

Father, making himself equal with God. Jn. 5:18

Why, do you think, that Ma�hew and other New Testament writers talked about

Jesus’ deity in these sorts of ways?  Why did they not more plainly and simply

state that “Jesus is God?”

11 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Reading  October 5

Read Ma�hew 4

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the

devil. 2 And aDer fas�ng forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3 And the

tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these

stones to become loaves of bread." Ma$. 4:1-3

Having made several remarks to demonstrate Jesus’ deity, here Ma�hew makes

it plain that Jesus was fully human.  He clearly says that Jesus was tempted by

the devil.  Yet in James we read that God cannot be tempted.

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God

cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. Jas. 1:13 

As we have discussed in the past, it is truly di�cult to understand how Jesus

could be fully God and at the same �me fully human.  But regardless of the

di�culty, we have to admit that scripture says exactly that – He is both fully

God and fully Man.

Do you relate more the humanity of Jesus or the deity of Jesus?

What diCerence does that make to you?

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 12



October 6 Morning Reading

4 But he answered, "It is wri$en, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by

every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" Ma$. 4:4

Jesus responds to Satan’s tempta�on by quo�ng scripture.  Satan will go on to

tempt Jesus two more �mes in the following verses.  Every �me Jesus responds

by quo�ng scripture.  By doing this Jesus makes the importance of  knowing

scripture even more clear.  

The Word of  God is  a  strong defense that we are  to use  when the enemy

confronts us.  Become more and more familiar with God’s Word – it is a tool

provided by God for you to use to defend yourself.

1 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

Ps. 119:11

How do you make use of Scripture in your life?

In what ways do you u�lize this strong defense against personal tempta�ons?

13 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Reading October 6

23  And  he  went  throughout  all  Galilee,  teaching  in  their  synagogues  and

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every

aMic�on among the people. 24  So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and

they brought him all the sick, those aMicted with various diseases and pains,

those oppressed by demons,  those having seizures, and paraly�cs, and he

healed  them. 25  And  great  crowds  followed  him  from  Galilee  and  the

Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

Ma$. 4:23-25

Ma�hew  con�nues  describing  the  beginning  of  Jesus’  ministry  among  the

people.  While Jesus faced opposi�on from the Jewish leaders, He was beloved

by the common people.   As His  fame grew He would draw more and more

a�en�on from the Jewish leaders.  He ended up becoming a threat in their eyes.

As  He  became  more  and  more  popular,  they  would  become  less  and  less

esteemed in the eyes of the common folk.  

In fact Jesus is  working at achieving two diCerent goals.   First He wants to

minister  to the people  and spread the good news about the coming of  the

Kingdom of God.  Secondly He wants to draw the a�en�on of the leaders and

become an object of their a�ack.  He is seDng the stage for the Jewish leaders

to take ac�on against Him. 

Consider this, that Jesus alone is direc�ng the events that will eventually lead to

His cruci,xion.

Imagine the courage it took to set the stage for His own death.  That is the sort

of convic�on that led Him forward.  We are empowered by the same Holy Spirit

that directed Jesus in  His  ministry.   Though it  is  possible that we may face

persecu�on for our faith, we have no reason to fear.  If God should lead any of

us in that path He will also provide His Holy Spirit to strengthen us and enable

us to accomplish all He may ask of us.

ReNect on John 15:20 and Acts 5:40-41.

How would you respond in the disciples situa�on in Acts 5?

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 14



October 7 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 5

1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his

disciples came to him. 2  And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

Ma$. 5:1-2

Beginning  in  chapter  5  and  con�nuing  through  chapter  7  we  ,nd  the

bea�tudes.  Many have cri�cized these scriptures claiming that they are much

too di�cult for anyone to live up to.  They are correct.  The bar is set so high

that no one, in their own strength, could achieve it.  

While this is true, it fails to take one very important point into account.  God is

not asking us to do this on our own.  Because of what Jesus has done we are no

longer slaves to sin.  But at the same �me we con�nue to have a fallen nature

as we’ve had from physical birth.  So while it is possible that we may sin, we no

longer have to sin.  

As we live out our lives we now truly have the possibility to sin no more.  It is a

worthy goal to set for ourselves.  Be cau�ous, however, because the enemy is

looking for every opportunity to defeat you.  While we no longer have to sin as

we did before becoming believers, we may sin again.  If and when we do we

must remember that God is faithful and will forgive as we repent.  Don’t allow

the enemy to put  you under  any condemna�on.   If  we do  sin  we  have an

advocate who is working on our behalf.

1 My li$le children, I am wri�ng these things to you so that you may not sin.

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the

righteous. 2  He is the propi�a�on for our sins, and not for ours only but also

for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to

know him, if we keep his commandments. 1 Jn. 2:1-3

Take John’s advise to heart: Confess your sin remembering that Jesus has died

for your redemp�on.  Then con�nue on resolving to be the person God has

called you to be.  Set your mind and heart on keeping His commandment to do

everything in love!

Read Ma�hew 22:37-40

Is love a driving factor in your daily work and rela�onships?  How?

15 Week 1: Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6



Evening Reading October 7

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 "Blessed

are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5  "Blessed are the meek,

for they shall inherit the earth. 6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, for they shall be sa�s@ed. 7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they

shall receive mercy. 8  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  10 "Blessed

are  those  who  are  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake,  for  theirs  is  the

kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute

you and u$er all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Ma$. 5:3-11

We don’t have the space in these pages to deal with each of the bea�tudes

individually so we’ll have to se�le for some more general comments.

Note ,rst of all that each group of people spoken about in the bea�tudes is one

that has humbled itself in some way.  Pride is a root of all kinds of sin.  Proud

people place themselves in a posi�on where they cannot receive anything from

God.  Among those blessed in the bea�tudes are those who are “pure in heart.”

While we cannot be perfect we are called to strive to avoid all forms of evil.  As

Paul advised Timothy in 1Tim. 5:22 we must strive for purity before God.

22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others;

keep yourself pure. 1 Tim. 5:22

Those whom God blesses are those who seek peace.  They are also a people

who seek righteousness diligently.  Remember that you cannot do any work to

earn salva�on.  Salva�on is a free giK that comes to us by faith only.  However,

God does expect that a true believer who has sincere faith will do all he/she can

to avoid any and all unrighteousness in their life.

Why  would  the  Lord  expect  that  those  who  love  Him  will  desire  to  avoid

unrighteousness?

ReNect on Romans 14:17-19

Week 1:  Ma�hew 1 – Ma�hew 6 16



October 8 Morning Evening

14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Nor

do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives

light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others,

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in

heaven. Ma$. 5:14-16

God fully intends that you should be a light in this dark world.  He hasn’t simply

given you a task and then leK you on your own to ,gure out how to get the job

done.  He has placed His own Spirit within you to guide, direct and enable you

to do His  will.   All  that remains then is  for us to submit ourselves to God’s

leadership.  He is truly able to accomplish all He asks.

His light in you shines through into this dark world.  And we carry it according to

His direc�on.  

Between you and God alone, which would you most agree with:

I prefer to do what God wants.

I am willing to do what God wants.

I hold no preference to my will or God’s will.

I prefer to do what I want.

Discuss your answer with the Lord.

ReNect on Colossians 1:13, Psalm 23:1 KJV
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Evening Reading October 8

Read Ma�hew 6

9  Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10  Your

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  11  Give us this

day our daily bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our

debtors. 13 And lead us not into tempta�on, but deliver us from evil.

Ma$. 6:9-13

Let’s look at several points in this model prayer that Jesus taught us to pray.

1)  He addresses God as “our” Father not “my” father.  The point is this.  While

God is the Father of each of us individually, Jesus wants us to think about Him

as being the Father of us all.  When we pray, our brothers and sisters and their

needs and desires should not be too far from our consciousness.  It is more

valuable in God’s eyes that we see ourselves as part of a larger community than

primarily as individuals.

2)   Next  Jesus  prays,  “Your  kingdom  come.”   Having  begun  by  properly

addressing the Father, Jesus asks ,rst that God’s will should be done on earth.

That  is  His  primary  focus.   If  God’s  will  is  done  then  everything  else  will

necessarily fall into its proper place.  Importantly, if God’s will is primary in our

lives then our will has to take a back seat to His call and leading in our lives.

That will go against the grain!

3)  Jesus makes the point more explicitly again – let God’s will be done not ours!

4)  It is appropriate to acknowledge our needs.  You should not feel as though it

is sel,sh or not acceptable to ask God to meet your needs.  Of course He knows

them.  But when we ask for them we are recognizing that we are not su�cient

for ourselves, and acknowledging that He is able to supply all we need.

5)  We have to recognize the need to forgive if  we have any hope of being

forgiven ourselves.   Again the value of  the other is  shown to be equally  as

important as our own value in God’s eyes.

6)  The prayer ends with a request for God to preserve us from evil.  We need to

recognize our own inability to meet the needs we have – both physically and

spiritually.  At the same �me we must confess that our God is able to supply all

our needs.  He is truly a wonderful and amazing God!
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October 9 Morning Reading

19  "Do not lay up for  yourselves treasures on earth,  where moth and rust

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20  but  lay up for  yourselves

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves

do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will

be also. Ma$. 6:19-21

Verse 21 is a key to help us understand ourselves.  We must remember how

easily we can be deceived – it is possible even deceive ourselves.

9  The  heart  is  deceiNul  above  all  things,  and  desperately  sick;  who  can

understand it? Jer. 17:9

But according to v. 21, you do have a way to measure yourself.  What is on your

heart?  As you go through your day what do you spend the most �me thinking

about?  That is where your heart is.  What you spend your �me longing for –

that is your treasure.

What  does  this  reveal  to  you?   Is  God and  His  will  for  your  life  the  most

important thing to you?  Do your �me and resources support your response?

As people  belonging to the Kingdom of  heaven,  it  would follow that this  is

where we would want to preserve those things which ma�er most to us – in the

place where we will spend eternity and they will never run out!
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Evening Reading October 9

24 "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot

serve God and money. Ma$. 6:24

We must guard our hearts carefully.  It’s never acceptable to allow anything to

become more important to us than our walk with God.  We must always be sure

that we keep the main thing the main thing!  The last sentence in this verse

warns that we cannot serve both God and money.  While this is true, in a larger

sense we cannot serve both God and anything else!  

What are the things in your life that compete for your a�en�on?  Are there any

habits or prac�ces in your life that oppose the King and kingdom you belong to?

It is good to reNect regularly, and as needed confess and release anything that

holds a higher priority than God and His will for you.
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What struck you most in this week’s readings from Ma$hew? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve 

received? 
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Notes from Home Church.
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October 10 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 7

13  "Beware  of  false  prophets,  who  come  to  you  in  sheep's  clothing  but

inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16  You will recognize them by their fruits. Are

grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or @gs from thistles? 17  So, every healthy

tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18  A healthy tree

cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.  19  Every tree

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the @re.  20 Thus you

will recognize them by their fruits. Ma$. 7:15-20

We are  warned throughout scripture  of  the  importance of  recognizing false

teaching.  Last month we saw how Paul instructed Timothy that he had to be

constantly on guard against false teaching.  The le�er of 1 John tells us that we

ought not believe every spirit but that we should rather test the spirits to see if

they are from God or not.

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they

are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 1 Jn. 4:1

The way that scripture proposes that we “test the spirits” is to watch and see

what results are produced.  Here Ma�hew talks about the diCerence between a

healthy tree and a diseased tree.  We recognize the healthy tree by its good

fruit and the diseased tree by its bad fruit.  

The point is that only mature trees bear fruit – good or bad.  So it takes �me

and we must wait for the tree to mature before we know whether it is good or

bad.  The same is true to test a prophecy or a prophet.  We must wait to see

what happens.   If  the prophecy comes to pass then we know it  was a true

prophecy.  If not, then we know it was a false prophecy.  Do not be in any great

hurry  to  pronounce  a  prophecy  as  genuine  or  false.   Give  it  all  the  �me

necessary.  Eventually the truth will become evident.  Keep your eyes open and

pay a�en�on so you will see every prophecy and every prophet for what they

truly are.

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, "If you abide in my word,

you are truly my disciples, 32  and you will know the truth, and the truth will

set you free." Jn. 8:31-32
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Evening Reading October 10

21  "Not  everyone who says  to  me,  'Lord,  Lord,'  will  enter  the  kingdom of

heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22  On

that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,

and  cast  out  demons  in  your  name,  and  do  many  mighty  works  in  your

name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me,

you workers of lawlessness.' Ma$. 7:21-23

It is never enough to simply claim to have faith.  Here we see Jesus dealing with

people who paid lip service to His call on their lives but apparently did not live

out the call God had for them.  In the early days of Chris�anity when people

were trying to determine which books belonged in the canon of the NT, many

wanted  to  leave  the  gospels  out  of  the  canon.   They  saw  a  contradic�on

between  salva�on  by  grace  alone  as  Paul  preached  and  passages  like  this

where there seems to be an implica�on that more than faith is necessary.

Of course there is no contradic�on.  We are saved through grace by faith alone.

But faith must be sincere.  It must be genuine. It is never enough to simply claim

to have faith.  How can we know that faith is sincere?  The answer, according to

scripture, is a changed life.  The works we do can never save us.  However, they

do provide the evidence that our claim to faith is alive and vibrant.  As someone

has famously said, “it’s faith alone that saves the soul, but the faith that saves

is never alone.”

The following diagram gives a visual explana�on of the rela�onship between

faith, salva�on, works, and evidence, as taught in the Scripture.
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October 11 Morning Evening

Read Ma�hew 8

8  When  he  had  entered  Capernaum,  a  centurion  came  forward  to  him,

appealing to him, 6  "Lord, my servant is  lying paralyzed at home, suOering

terribly." 7 And he said to him, "I will come and heal him." 8 But the centurion

replied, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say

the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another,

'Come,' and he comes, and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 10  When

Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I

tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.  11 I tell you, many will

come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

in the kingdom of heaven, 12  while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown

into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of

teeth." Ma$. 8:8-12

Throughout the gospels we see Jesus working almost exclusively with Jews.  It

may seem at ,rst look, as though He came to save Jews only.  But in a few

places in the gospels we do see Him interac�ng with Gen�les.  Here is one such

example.  

Paul  would  make clear  later  that  God,  when the Jews  refused to  hear  and

accept  the  good  news  of  salva�on  in  Christ,  would  oCer  salva�on  to  the

Gen�les as well.  Note especially v. 10 where Jesus says, “Truly, I tell you, with

no one in Israel have I found such faith.”  Ma�hew makes it very clear that Jesus

oCers salva�on to all people on the basis of faith.  

What is so remarkable is that this Gen�le soldier, without a background in the

Law, is able to understand who Jesus is and what He is capable of doing.  Jesus

responds to the genuine faith that this  Gen�le  demonstrates.   Jesus always

responds favorable to people, Jew or Gen�le, who sincerely put their faith in

Him!

What can we learn from the faith of this soldier?
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Evening Reading October 11

19 And a scribe came up and said to him, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever

you go." 20 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have

nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 21  Another of the

disciples said to him, "Lord, let me @rst go and bury my father." 22  And Jesus

said to him, "Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead." 

Ma$. 8:19-22

In this very brief story we see two people approach Jesus and ask to follow Him.

Jesus allows neither to join Him.  

When people saw the miracles that Jesus could perform, many were excited and

wanted to follow along with Him to see Him and the works that He would do.  It

is not enough to be mo�vated simply by seeing Jesus’ power.  Jesus ministry

was  much more  than simply  performing miracles.   Following Jesus  involves

dying to self. It involves taking up your cross daily.  It is good advice to count the

cost ,rst and then to decide if you will follow Jesus or not!

26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and

wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes,  and even his own life, he

cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come aDer

me cannot be my disciple. Lk. 14:26-27

Following Jesus  will  most  de,nitely  involve  some very  di�cult  events.   It  is

possible that you may have to face persecu�on as a believer.  Many believers

around the world already do.  However, if you stop and consider the alterna�ve

of life apart from God then there really is no be�er op�on than to forsake all

the world has to oCer and choose to walk with Jesus.

65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is

granted him by the Father." 66 ADer this many of his disciples turned back and

no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you want to go

away as well?" 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You

have the words of eternal life, Jn. 6:65-68
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October 12 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 9

18 While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt

before him, saying, "My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand

on  her,  and  she  will  live." 19  And  Jesus  rose  and  followed  him,  with  his

disciples. 20 And behold, a woman who had suOered from a discharge of blood

for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,  21

for she said to herself, "If I only touch his garment, I will be made well."  22

Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has

made you well." And instantly the woman was made well. 23 And when Jesus

came to the ruler's house and saw the Iute players and the crowd making a

commo�on, 24  he said, "Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping." And

they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in

and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. Ma$. 9:18-25

Here we have a unique occurrence of one story contained within another.  In v.

18 the ,rst story begins about a young girl who had died.  In v. 20, as Jesus is

going along with the girl’s father, a second story begins about a woman with an

issue of blood.  This woman believes that if she could just touch Jesus then she

would be healed.  She does touch His clothes and is instantly healed.  Jesus,

aware that something special has just happened, turns and speaks with her.  At

this point the second story ends and we return to the ,rst story.  Jesus returns to

the dead girl’s home with her father.  There He raises her back to life.

These two stories are arranged one within the other because they deal with the

same major theme.  That theme is the purity laws found in Levi�cus in the OT.

You see, anyone who touched someone who was bleeding would, according to

the purity laws, become unclean.  Also, anyone who touched a dead body would

become unclean.  In these two stories Jesus should have become unclean ,rst

when the bleeding woman touched Him and then again when He touched the

dead girl.  However, when the woman touched Him instead of Jesus becoming

unclean, the woman was made clean – the bleeding stopped!.  Similarly, when

Jesus touched the dead girl, instead of Jesus becoming unclean, the girl is made

clean – restored to life!

These stories demonstrate Jesus authority over sin and its aCects.

Jesus has made you clean by seDng you free from the penalty of sin.  In what

other ways has He made you clean?

Consider the impact of the Kingdom of God, in light of the power displayed by

it’s King, Jesus. 
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Evening Reading October 12

27  And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying

aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son of David." 28  When he entered the house, the

blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am

able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord."  29 Then he touched their eyes,

saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." 30  And their eyes were

opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, "See that no one knows about it."  31

But they went away and spread his fame through all that district. 

Ma$. 9:27-31

The very next story Ma�hew recounts is that of two blind men whose sight

Jesus restores.  Note that in v. 28 when Jesus asks them if they believe that He

can help them they confess that yes – they do believe.  AKer healing them Jesus

warns them sternly to not tell anyone what He’d done.  But, in v. 31, we’re told

that they went out and made known what He’d done “throughout that district.”

These men had told Jesus that they believed in Him, yet when He gave them

strict orders they disobeyed Him almost immediately!  If they believed then why

didn’t they obey?  My guess is that they were so excited about what Jesus had

done they just could not stop themselves from making the story known.  S�ll it

is troubling.  We say we believe and yet, at �mes, we can be sorely tempted to

disobey.

Have you ever found yourself in a situa�on similar to this?  The ba�le between

our Nesh and our spirit is con�nual.  We must learn to guard our hearts closely.  

Read Philippians 4:6-7
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October 13 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 10

16 "Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise

as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you

over to courts and Iog you in their synagogues, 18  and you will be dragged

before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the

Gen�les. 19  When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to

speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in

that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking

through you. Ma$. 10:16-20

Here in Ma�. 10, Jesus sends His disciples out to spread the word of the gospel.

Note His command in v. 16, “be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”  We

must not be foolish.  The world will resist the message of the gospel and will, at

�mes, try to punish those who bring it.  Yet Jesus commands us to be “innocent

as doves” when we ,nd ourselves in di�cult situa�ons because of the gospel

message.  

The most  important take  away from this  passage  is,  perhaps,  in  vv.  19-20.

When we ,nd ourselves in di�cult situa�ons because we’re doing God’s work

we can be sure that God is present with us – giving us the very words to say!

He will not forsake you in your �me of need.  He will always make a way.  You

may face persecu�on for the sake of the gospel but you will never be alone!

Read Ma�hew 28:20
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Evening Reading October 13

21  Brother will  deliver  brother over to death,  and the father his  child, and

children will rise against parents and have them put to death,  22  and you will

be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will

be saved. Ma$. 10:21-22

Jesus con�nues here in Mat. 10 warning us about the poten�al cost of serving

the gospel.  Those who are closest to you in this life may very well desert you if

you persist in serving Jesus.  What’s more, the ones you love most may turn on

you and persecute you.  What would you do in such a case?  

When you became a believer you made a declara�on that this world was no

longer your world.  You became a ci�zen of the Kingdom of God.  His kingdom is

coming, but for now, this world s�ll belongs to Satan.  If you will dare to oppose

Satan then you will face opposi�on from him.  Have you counted the cost?  That

is a ques�on that Ma�hew will bring up over and again in this gospel.

Read Ephesians 6:12-18
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October 14 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 11

1  When Jesus had @nished instruc�ng his twelve disciples, he went on from

there to teach and preach in their ci�es. 2  Now when John heard in prison

about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him,

"Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?"  4  And Jesus

answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the

dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6  And

blessed is the one who is not oOended by me." Ma$. 11:1-6

Do you remember how con,dent John had been about who Jesus was when He

came to him to be bap�zed?  Since that �me things had not gone so well for the

bap�st.   He’d been jailed and spent plenty  of  �me thinking over  what was

happening.  In his troubles he apparently began to have doubts.  So he sent to

Jesus asking Him if He was indeed the Christ.  

Jesus might simply have answered with a simple, “Yes.”  But He did not do that.

Rather He answers John is a way that shows how Jesus was the ful,llment of

many prophecies about who the Christ would be and what He would do.  Jesus

answers in a way that John will ,nd reassuring.  

How has God comforted you in some of your more di�cult �mes?  How has He

reassured you of His presence and His care for you?
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Evening Reading October 14

16 "But to what shall I compare this genera�on? It is like children siPng in the

marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17  "'We played the Iute for you,

and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.'  18  For John

came neither ea�ng nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 19 The Son of

Man came ea�ng and drinking, and they say, 'Look at him! A glu$on and a

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is jus�@ed by her

deeds." Ma$. 11:16-19

Many, especially those among the Pharisees and Sadducees, wanted only to get

Jesus out of the way.  So whatever He said, they refused to go along with Him.

They did not want Him to have any credibility.   Of  course,  by virtue of  the

miracles He performed, many from the crowds did believe in Him.  This served

only to anger His enemies all the more.  Jesus’ foes rejected John because he

pointed to Jesus as the coming Messiah.  John could not say or do anything to

please them and neither could Jesus.

We can close our minds and hearts to the truth when the truth is diCerent from

what we want it to be.  If we do that, we’ll ,nd that the truth remains the truth

and we may very well do ourselves great harm in refusing to accept it.  All truth

is valuable whether we want to accept it or not.  The wise person is the one who

conforms himself to truth rather than trying to change the truth to ,t his/her

desires.

Are there any truths in scripture that you struggle with?  What makes it hard to

accept?  What will it take to come into alignment with these truths?
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October 15 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 12

22  Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to

him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people

were amazed,  and said,  "Can this  be the Son of  David?" 24  But  when the

Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,

that this man casts out demons." 25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them,

"Every  kingdom divided  against  itself  is  laid  waste,  and  no  city  or  house

divided against itself will stand. 26  And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided

against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons

by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be

your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the

kingdom of God has come upon you. Ma$. 12:22-28

The Pharisees wanted to deny any credibility to Jesus.  So when He healed a

blind mute, they claimed that He did it by the power of Satan.  Jesus rebukes

them.  He explains that if Satan is performing healings then he is ac�ng against

himself.  He is, in fact, divided against himself.  Jesus’ point is that Satan does

not heal – his name is Apollyon – the destroyer!  Jesus then goes on to add that

if He is cas�ng out demons by the power of God then “the kingdom of God has

come upon you.”

We are currently living in the end �mes.  The kingdom of God has begun its

process of breaking into and overcoming the kingdom of this world.  Satan s�ll

has power in the world.  His complete defeat, while assured, has not yet come

to pass.  Do not let your heart be joined to this world.  It is evil and it is passing

away.  Set your heart on God’s kingdom.  Remember that this world is not our

home.

12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants

as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand

by the  seashore. 13  These all  died in  faith,  not  having received  the things

promised,  but  having seen them and greeted them from afar,  and having

acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people

who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 

Heb. 11:12-14
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Evening Reading October 15

33 "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its

fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.  34  You brood of vipers! How can

you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the

mouth speaks. 35 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good,

and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.  36 I tell you, on the

day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak,
37  for  by your  words you will  be jus�@ed, and by your  words you will  be

condemned." Ma$. 12:33-37

Here again we see the ma�er of faith and works arise.  In vv. 33-37 Jesus clearly

says that we will be jus�,ed or condemned by our words.  You may infer from

this that you are saved by what you say and/or do as opposed to being saved by

faith.  Do you see why many people did not want the gospels to be considered

as part of scripture?  

The point is that if you truly believe, then that belief will be evidenced by the

things that you do and say.  So our deeds become indicators of whether we

have  true  faith  or  not.   Your  deeds  cannot  save  you  but  they  do  provide

evidence to you and to the rest of the world that you are a sincere believer.

As a person’s life and culture reNect the place they are from, so our lives as

children of God reNect the Kingdom to which we belong.

Read John 17:14
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October 16 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 13

10  Then the disciples came and said to him, "Why do you speak to them in

parables?" 11  And he answered them, "To you it has been given to know the

secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to

the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but

from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why

I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they

do not hear, nor do they understand. Ma$. 13:10-13

AKer Jesus tells the parable, His disciples asked why He spoke in parables at all.

Jesus  answers  that  it  has  been  given  to  them  to  know  the  secrets  of  the

kingdom of heaven but not to all.  

As Jesus goes on, it becomes clearer that it has been given to the disciples to

know these things because they want to know them.  The others don’t know

because they don’t really care or want to know.  They don’t want to spend any

�me or energy coming to understand God or what it is that He expects of them.

So they see but they do not see; they hear but they do not understand.

God’s word is available for all to read and understand who God is and how He

relates to us.  The problem is that many don’t oCer the �me and energy to read

His word and in prayer with Him so that they might come to know Him be�er.

How sincere is our desire to know God more?  The answer is evident in the way

we spend our �me.  

Do we read about Him regularly?  Do we talk with Him and meditate on His

Word?  If we really want to know the answer to this ques�on, all we need do is

take a close look at how we spend your �me.

One man said it this way, “You are as close to God as you choose to be.”
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Evening Reading October 16

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of @ne pearls, 46

who, on @nding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and

bought it. Ma$. 13:45-46

These two short verses stand alone as one of the parables that Jesus spoke.

They speak of a man who spent his life buying and selling pearls.  Most likely he

was well-to-do and had a signi,cant amount of possessions.  One day he found

a  pearl  of  far  more  value  than  any  he  possessed.   He  responded  to  this

circumstance by selling all that he had in order to buy this one pearl.

What is your perspec�ve on the Kingdom of Heaven?  Do you see it as more

valuable than everything else you own added together?  

If  God’s  kingdom is  this  valuable  to us,  then surely  we would be willing to

dispose of everything else we have in order to gain it, wouldn’t we?

34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Lk. 12:34
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What struck you most in this week’s readings from Ma$hew? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve 

received? 

37 Week 2: Ma�hew 8 – Ma�hew 13



Notes from Home Church.
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October 17 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 14

6  But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before

the company and pleased Herod, 7  so that he promised with an oath to give

her whatever she might ask. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me the

head of  John the Bap�st here on a pla$er." 9  And the king was sorry, but

because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. 

Ma$. 14:6-9

Here in chapter 14 we ,nd the story of the beheading of John the Bap�st.  Note

v. 9 in par�cular.  There we see that Herod, though he did not want to do it, felt

compelled to have John killed because of his word before his guests.  Herod was

undone by his own pride.  His concern for his reputa�on in the people’s eye was

greater than his concern for John’s life.  

Pride can be a most powerful mo�vator.  It can lead us to act against our own

will.   You can be sure  that the  enemy will  use  it  against  you if  he  has  an

opportunity to do so.

How have you experienced your pride working against you in the past?  Has it

come at you in diCerent direc�ons?  I have found that pride is always ac�vely

seeking a way of infec�ng our mo�va�ons and ac�ons.  

What steps can we take to prevent pride from taking root in our hearts and

minds?
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-Evening Reading October 17

26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terri@ed, and

said, "It is a ghost!" and they cried out in fear.  27 But immediately Jesus spoke

to them, saying, "Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid."  28  And Peter answered

him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." 29 He said,

"Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to

Jesus. 30  But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he

cried out,  "Lord, save me." 31  Jesus immediately reached out his  hand and

took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of li$le faith, why did you doubt?"  32

And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. Ma$. 14:26-32

In this well known story, Peter sees Jesus walking on the sea in the midst of a

storm and asks Jesus to allow him to walk on the water as Jesus is doing.  Jesus

grants his request and Peter starts out.  While Peter is in the boat his focus is on

Jesus.  He is con,dent in the boat’s ability to hold him so there is no immediate

concern for his safety.  All his focus is on Jesus at this point.  He is encouraged

seeing Jesus walk on the water.  He is moved and responds by asking Jesus to

command him to come out onto the water.  In faith he steps out.  Once on the

water, his a�en�on changes.  

Instead of keeping his focus on Jesus, he looks down at the water.  The boat is

no longer under him to keep him safe.  Once he got out on the water he allowed

his a�en�on to shiK.  While he s�ll had the safety of the boat, seeing Jesus

walking on the water was enough to ins�ll faith into him that he too could walk

on water if Jesus so willed.  But once he stepped out, even though he could s�ll

see that Jesus was walking on water, he lost the faith that Jesus could keep him

from sinking.  So Peter had faith while he s�ll had the boat to depend on.  Once

he lost the boat, he lost his faith.  This kind of faith, as we can see, will not

sustain us.   Faith in circumstances where you don’t need any faith is  pre�y

useless.  Faith is useful only when faith is required for survival!  

When  you  became  a  believer  you  put  your  faith  in  Jesus.   If  trials  and

tribula�ons come your way do not allow them to rob you of your faith.  It is at

those very �mes that faith is most valuable to you.  Hold on to faith always and

especially when it ma�ers most!  

Read 2 Corinthians 5:7

Choose to prac�ce walking by faith even now

Week 3: 1 Ma�hew 14 – Ma�hew 20 40



October 18 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 15

1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,  2 "Why do

your disciples break the tradi�on of the elders? For they do not wash their

hands when they eat." 3  He answered them, "And why do you break the

commandment of God for the sake of your tradi�on? 4  For God commanded,

'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'Whoever reviles father or mother

must surely die.' 5 But you say, 'If anyone tells his father or his mother, "What

you would have gained from me is given to God," 6  he need not honor his

father.' So for the sake of your tradi�on you have made void the word of God.

Ma$. 15:1-6

Ritual and tradi�on were very important for the Pharisees.  In themselves, ritual

and tradi�on are not bad things.  But they  can become bad when we allow

them to become more important than God’s commandments. Most of the �me

it is quite clear how we ought to behave, but some�mes it can seem as though

there are several scriptures which seem to be at odds with one another.  

Take,  for  example,  the  dilemma  that  many  Chris�ans  found  themselves  in

during WWII.  Many German believers hid Jews in their homes to protect them

from the German soldiers who wanted to remove the Jews to prison camps.

When the soldiers knocked on the door and asked if there were any Jews in the

house, the householders had to choose.  Would they lie and say “no” or would

they refuse to protect their friends and give them up to the soldiers?  Clearly

lying is not allowed by scripture.  At the same �me, we’re required to love our

neighbor.  How can you say you love your neighbor if you surrender them into

the hands of those who would kill them?  In such a case it becomes necessary to

consider how best to resolve the dilemma.  In this case it is quite clear how to

choose.  In other cases it might not be so evident.  

Have you ever found yourself in such a situa�on?  How did you resolve it?  In

cases like this, it is helpful to have others in whom you can con,de and seek

help to make a godly decision.
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Evening Reading October 18

22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying,

"Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed

by a demon." 23 But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and

begged him,  saying,  "Send her away,  for  she is  crying out aDer  us."  24  He

answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  25 But she

came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 26 And he answered, "It is

not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." 27  She said,

"Yes,  Lord,  yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall  from their  masters'

table." 28 Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is your faith! Be it done

for you as you desire." And her daughter was healed instantly. Ma$. 15:22-28

Here in Mat. 15 we ,nd another example of Jesus encountering a Gen�le.  This

�me it is a Canaanite woman whose daughter is demon possessed.  Note his

disciples’ response in v. 23.  They just ask Him to get rid of her – aKer all she is a

Gen�le!  

When Jesus tells her that He had been sent only to Israel, she responds wisely

and demonstrates great faith in Jesus ability to help her.  As He did with the

Gen�le centurion, Jesus comments on her great faith and in response to that

faith, He heals her daughter.  Imagine His disciples’ faces when He answered

her prayer.  No doubt their jaws hit the Noor.  At this point in �me they had no

idea that the gospel would indeed be intended for all peoples and not just for

the Jews alone.

There are two points to take away from this story.  The ,rst is that we must

have great faith in desperate situa�ons.  The second is that we must remain

persistent and con�nue un�l we reach a breakthrough.

2  He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor

respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him

and saying, 'Give me jus�ce against my adversary.'  4  For a while he refused,

but aDerward he said to himself, 'Though I neither fear God nor respect man,
5  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her jus�ce, so that

she will not beat me down by her con�nual coming.'"  6  And the Lord said,

"Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7  And will not God give jus�ce to his

elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you,

he will  give jus�ce to them speedily.  Nevertheless,  when the Son of  Man

comes, will he @nd faith on earth?" Lk. 18:2-8
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October 19 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 16

13  Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples,  "Who do people say that  the Son of  Man is?" 14  And they said,

"Some say John the Bap�st, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of

the prophets." 15  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16  Simon

Peter replied, "You are the Christ,  the Son of the living God." 17  And Jesus

answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For Iesh and blood has

not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  18 And I tell you, you

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall

not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and

whatever you bind on earth shall  be bound in heaven, and whatever you

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Ma$. 16:13-19

Here Jesus asks His disciples who they say He is.  Peter responds that He is “the

Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus then tells Peter that he is the rock upon

which he will build his church.  He con�nues by telling Peter that He will give

him the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  

Peter’s declara�on of who Jesus is demonstrated great faith and Jesus’ response

is based on that faith.

What can we learn from this?  God responds to our faith!  When we put our

trust totally and fully in Him He responds by blessing, leading, guiding and using

us to bring about His will in the world.  

Do you want to be used by God in this kind of way?  Then boldly declare like

Peter did that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
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Evening Reading October 19

20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 21

From  that  �me  Jesus  began  to  show  his  disciples  that  he  must  go  to

Jerusalem  and  suOer  many  things  from  the  elders  and  chief  priests  and

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22  And Peter took him

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! This shall

never happen to you." 23  But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me,

Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not sePng your mind on the

things of God, but on the things of man." Ma$. 16:20-23

Having just told Peter that he is the rock upon which Jesus will build His church,

in v. 23, Jesus turns to Peter and says, “Get behind me, Satan!”  

Well, which is it!?  Is Peter a rock for God’s use or is he a tool in Satan’s hands?

The truth, I think, is that Peter is both.  When Peter is willing to respond to Jesus

in faith and boldly declare who He is to the world then God will use and bless

that aDtude.  That is as true of you and me today as it was of Peter when Jesus

,rst spoke it.  It is not the man himself, rather the man expressing and ac�ng on

faith in God that prompts Jesus’ words in Ma�. 13:16-19.  But when the man

loses sight of what God is doing in the world and encourages Jesus to preserve

Himself rather than ful,ll God’s plan for Him, Jesus rebukes Peter.  

It is not so much the man, Peter, himself that Jesus rebukes, but rather the man

who has lost sight of God’s will and is encouraging Jesus to act counter to God’s

will for Him.  The same, again, is true of you and me.  If we should lose sight of

what  God is  wan�ng to  do  in  and through us  then we  cannot  hope  to  be

working and living in God’s will.  

In our imperfec�on, we can some�mes get things wrong.  At the same �me, as

we depend on the leading of the Holy Spirit, we can at �mes get things right.

The goal, of course, is to avoid the former and pursue the la�er.  As we live out

our lives seeking the will of God more and more we will develop into the people

that God wants us to be.

Read John 6:38
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October 20 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 17

1  And  aDer  six  days  Jesus  took  with  him  Peter  and  James,  and  John  his

brother,  and  led  them  up  a  high  mountain  by  themselves.  2  And  he  was

trans@gured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes

became white as  light. 3  And behold,  there appeared to  them Moses and

Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good that we are

here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses

and  one for  Elijah." 5  He  was  s�ll  speaking  when,  behold,  a  bright  cloud

overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my beloved

Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him." 6 When the disciples heard

this, they fell on their faces and were terri@ed. 7 But Jesus came and touched

them, saying, "Rise, and have no fear." 8  And when they liDed up their eyes,

they saw no one but Jesus only. Ma$. 17:1-8

In Ma�. 17 we ,nd the story of the trans,gura�on.  Jesus ascends the mountain

with three of His disciples.  As He is trans,gured we ,nd Him in the presence of

Moses and Elijah.   I  imagine that they talked about how each of  them had

played a role in God’s plan of salva�on.  

Moses represents the Law and God’s holiness.  Elijah was a prophet of God who

warned the people to shun sin and to turn to God alone.  John the Bap�st was a

type of Elijah who had been sent to prepare the way for Jesus.  Jesus, of course,

would be the one to sacri,ce Himself for the sake of God’s people.  

I think God caused this to happen to strengthen and encourage Jesus as the

�me of  His passion drew near.   Toward the end of this  experience, God the

Father’s voice is heard saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well

pleased.”  There is a nuance in the Greek here.  The phrase, “I am well pleased”

is really a reference to all �me.  To try to catch the idea in English we might

translate this as, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have always been pleased,

am pleased today, and will always be pleased into the eternal future.”  Jesus

was, is and always will be perfect in all His ways.
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Evening Reading October 20

22  As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is

about to be delivered into the hands of men, Ma$. 17:22

As we come to the end of chapter 17 we are a li�le bit more that 60% of the

way  through  Ma�hew’s  gospel.   As  we  come  to  the  end  more  and  more

a�en�on will be drawn to Jesus death.  It will become clearer and clearer that

His disciples didn’t really grasp what was going on.  Jesus’ mood will become

more and more dark as His passion comes closer and closer.  

Imagine what it must have been like for Him as each day brought Him closer

and closer to such a horrible death.  The psychological stress brought on by

what He knew was coming must have been incredibly di�cult to bear.

Praise  Him and thank Him for  having the courage to endure through Good

Friday and then on into Easter Sunday!  If He had not been up to the task where

would we be now?  He truly is our great God and Savior!
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October 21 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 18

1 At that �me the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who is the greatest in the

kingdom of heaven?" 2  And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of

them 3 and said, "Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4  Whoever humbles himself like

this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Ma$. 18:1-4

When  ques�oned  about  who  would  be  greatest  in  God’s  kingdom,  Jesus

answered that the greatest would be like a small child.  The greatest would be

one who would never think of himself/herself  as the greatest.  The greatest

would be one who knew that they had no right, in their own ability, to be there

at all.  

Jesus seems to think that rather than thinking about our glorious future, we

might be be�er served to remember our very inglorious past.  We do well to

remember what we deserve instead of  thinking only about the joys that lie

ahead for us in heaven.

47  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven-- for she loved

much. But he who is forgiven li$le, loves li$le." Lk. 7:47

What is your take?
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Evening Reading October 21

15 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and

him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  16 But if he does

not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  17 If he refuses to listen

to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let

him be to you as a Gen�le and a tax collector. Ma$. 18:15-17

In  chapter  18  Ma�hew  provides  instruc�ons  on  how  to  handle  a  situa�on

where someone has sinned against you.  His instruc�ons are clear.  You must

,rst approach the individual one on one.  If the ma�er is resolved then all is

well.  If it is not resolved then you should approach the individual with one or

two others.  Again, if the ma�er is resolved then good.  If not, then the ma�er

should be brought to the church.  If the person who has sinned against you will

not listen even to the church then he should be put out of the church.

These instruc�ons are clear and easy enough to understand.  But because most

of us are disinclined to be confronta�onal, they are rarely followed.  Even when

someone is put out of a church, the usual case is simply for them to ,nd another

church across town and go there.  Church discipline is rarely done well.  I don’t

claim to have any easy solu�on to this problem.  I do wonder what God will say

about this when we see Him face to face.
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October 22 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 19

1 Now when Jesus had @nished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and

entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2  And large crowds followed

him, and he healed them there. 3  And Pharisees came up to him and tested

him  by  asking,  "Is  it  lawful  to  divorce  one's  wife  for  any  cause?" 4  He

answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning

made them male and female, 5  and said,  'Therefore a man shall  leave his

father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one

Iesh'? 6  So they are no longer two but one Iesh. What therefore God has

joined together, let not man separate." Ma$. 19:1-6

Marriage is, in a way, something like a new birth.  Before two people are wed

you have two individuals – separate from each other.  AKer the wedding you

s�ll have the two individuals but now there is something new in the world that

did not exist before.  

AKer the wedding there is a new family in the world.  A new en�ty that did not

exist  before  comes  into  being.   When  a  married  couple  divorces,  the  two

individuals survive the divorce but the marriage does not.  The family, as a unit,

is destroyed.  Going forward aKer the divorce will be especially di�cult for any

children involved.  I  think God hates divorce in the same way that He hates

death – divorce is in fact a kind of death.  While I will never condemn anyone for

divorce, I would always advise against it.  While Jesus did allow for divorce in

certain circumstances, I think that reconcilia�on, though very di�cult in many

situa�ons, is always a be�er op�on.  Life is always be�er than death.
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Evening Reading October 22

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, "Teacher, what good deed must

I do to have eternal life?" 17  And he said to him, "Why do you ask me about

what is good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the

commandments." 18 He said to him, "Which ones?" And Jesus said, "You shall

not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not

bear false witness, 19  Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your

neighbor as yourself." 20  The young man said to him, "All these I have kept.

What do I s�ll lack?" 21  Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell

what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;

and come,  follow me." 22  When the young man heard this  he went  away

sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Ma$. 19:16-22

In Ma�. 19 we ,nd this story of a young man who approaches Jesus with a

ques�on.  He wants Jesus to tell him what he should do.  Jesus’ response is that

he should keep the commandments.  The young man says that he has done

that.  Somehow this young man knows that he’s missing something.  Jesus sees

through to the real issue.  This man is rich and he holds his riches of more value

than God.  When Jesus confronts him with this truth we’re told that he went

away sorrowful.  

Money is such a terrible snare for so many people. I don’t doubt but that this

man knew the hold money had on him before he approached Jesus.  He was

probably hoping that Jesus would oCer him some easier way to have peace with

God while s�ll keeping his money.  But the real issue was money!  If there is

anything in your life that you value more than God then you will never be able

to ,nd peace with God.  Everything else must go!  In a parallel passage in Mark,

there is another phrase added:

21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "You lack one thing:

go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in

heaven; and come, follow me." Mk. 10:21

Mark adds that “Jesus, looking at him, loved him.”  Jesus has compassion and

love for this young man.  He wants him to leave behind all those things that

separate him from God – but he is not willing!
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October 23 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 20

10  Now when those hired @rst came, they thought they would receive more,

but  each  of  them  also  received  a  denarius. 11  And  on  receiving  it  they

grumbled at the master of the house, 12  saying, 'These last worked only one

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the

day and the scorching heat.' 13  But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am

doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14  Take what

belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.  15

Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you

begrudge my generosity?' 16 So the last will be @rst, and the @rst last." 

Ma$. 20:10-16

In Ma�. 20 we ,nd the parable of the vineyard owner who hired workers on

throughout the day.  At the end of  the day,  he paid each worker the same

amount no ma�er how many hours he had worked.  Those who had worked all

day were upset.  They felt that they were owed more since they’d worked the

en�re day.  The owner explains that he has paid them what he promised.  If he

chooses to be more generous with other workers then that is his business and

they have no right to complain.  The parable deals with the reward we all look

forward to in heaven.  

Some  believers  will  have  believed  and  worked  for  God  most  of  their  lives.

Others will  reach heaven having come to a saving faith as they lay on their

death bed.  Each will receive the same reward no ma�er how much �me was

spent as a believer in life and no ma�er how much work each has done for the

sake of God’s kingdom.  Ma�hew wants to demonstrate the generosity of God

toward all believers.  This parable comes just before the story of the mother of

the sons of Zebedee coming to Jesus and asking Him to allow her sons to sit

right beside him.  She wanted a be�er reward for her sons than others might

have hoped for.  Read the story in Mat. 20:20-28.

What do you think about this woman asking for such a great reward for her

sons?  What do you think about the other disciples being indignant when they

learned of her request?
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Evening Reading October 23

29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And behold,

there were two blind men siPng by the roadside, and when they heard that

Jesus was passing by, they cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!"
31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the

more, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!" 32  And stopping, Jesus called

them and said, "What do you want me to do for you?" 33  They said to him,

"Lord, let our eyes be opened." 34  And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and

immediately they recovered their sight and followed him. Ma$. 20:29-34

Following the discussion about rewards and the kingdom of  heaven we ,nd

these verses that close chapter 20.  When these two blind men hear that Jesus

is passing by they begin to cry out for Jesus to help them.  The crowd tells them

to be silent but they cry out all the more un�l Jesus hears them and meets their

need.  

We can be like these two blind men and we can be like the crowd.  The blind

men are mo�vated by their need.  From their point of view nothing ma�ers

more than Jesus helping them.  The crowd has a diCerent agenda.  It’s not that

they don’t care about these blind men, it’s just that they have their own needs

and don’t want these blind men to get in the way so that they’re prevented

from having access to Jesus themselves.  Everybody wants a front row seat.  But

as Jesus has taught in this chapter, the ,rst shall be last and the last shall be

,rst.   The proper  decorum for  a believer  is  to  prefer  other  believers  before

oneself.

Read Romans 12:10-12
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What struck you most in this week’s readings from Ma$hew? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve 

received? 
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Notes from Home Church.
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October 24 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 21

23  And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 24  Jesus answered

them, "I also will ask you one ques�on, and if you tell me the answer, then I

also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25  The bap�sm of John,

from where did it come? From heaven or from man?" And they discussed it

among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why

then did you not believe him?' 26  But if we say, 'From man,' we are afraid of

the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet." 27  So they answered

Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by

what authority I do these things. Ma$. 21:23-27

Here in chapter 21 we see the elders and chief priests trying again to ,nd a

reason to charge Jesus. They ask where His authority comes from.  Rather than

give a direct answer, Jesus tells them that He’ll answer their ques�on if they’ll

,rst answer one from Him.  He asks them about John the Bap�st.  They refuse

to answer because they realize that any answer will leave them caught in a trap

– the very thing they were trying to do to Jesus!  Since they won’t answer Jesus’

ques�on He tells them that He won’t answer theirs either.

It is pointless to try to out maneuver God.  He knows your mind and heart be�er

than you do.  The Jewish leaders will soon have their way with Jesus.  But it

won’t be because they’ve tricked Him somehow.  It will be only because Jesus is

willing to submit Himself to the Father’s will.

Read Proverbs 19:21
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Evening Reading October 24

28  "What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the @rst and

said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' 29 And he answered, 'I will not,'

but aDerward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son

and said the same. And he answered, 'I go, sir,' but did not go. 31 Which of the

two did the will  of his father?" They said, "The @rst." Jesus said to them,

"Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the pros�tutes go into the kingdom

of God before you. 32  For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and

you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the pros�tutes believed

him. And even when you saw it, you did not aDerward change your minds

and believe him. Ma$. 21:28-32

Ma�hew con�nues with several more parables in chapter 21.  In this one he

tells about a man with two sons.  He asks both to work in the vineyard.  The ,rst

says that he won’t do it but then relents and goes to work.  The second says he

will do it but then never does.  Jesus asks His disciples which son did the will of

their father.  The answer is clear – the son who worked.  

Here is another of those places in the gospel of Ma�hew where we see the

importance of works.  One son said he would not obey his father but then did.

The other said that he would obey but then refused.  In both cases their words

were empty.  Neither did what he said he would do.  Their ac�ons, however,

speak much louder than their words.  Claiming that we are a good and reliable

child is useless unless we behave as a good and faithful child.  Your ac�ons will

always prove your character far more than any words.

Week 4:  Ma�hew 21 – Ma�hew 28 56



October 25 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 22

15  Then the Pharisees went and plo$ed how to entangle him in his words. 16

And  they  sent  their  disciples  to  him,  along  with  the  Herodians,  saying,

"Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and

you  do  not  care  about  anyone's  opinion,  for  you  are  not  swayed  by

appearances. 17  Tell  us,  then,  what  you  think.  Is  it  lawful  to  pay  taxes  to

Caesar, or not?" 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why put me to the

test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax." And they brought him a

denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, "Whose likeness and inscrip�on is this?" 21

They said, "Caesar's." Then he said to them, "Therefore render to Caesar the

things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 22  When they

heard it, they marveled. And they leD him and went away. Ma$. 22:15-22

In chapter 22 we read about another a�empt by the Jewish leaders to trap

Jesus.  They ask Him if it is right to pay taxes to Caesar or not.  If Jesus answers

yes they should pay tax then they will claim that Jesus is telling them to honor

Caesar above God.  If Jesus answers no they should not pay tax then they will

claim that Jesus is en�cing an uprising against Caesar by refusing to pay taxes.  

As always, Jesus sees through their guile and answers in a way that avoids both

traps  of  answering  either  yes  or  no.   With  stories  of  this  sort,  Ma�hew is

demonstra�ng clearly that Jesus knows exactly what is going on and is control

of each situa�on.  Ma�hew wants his readers to remember that fact.  In this

way when Jesus is arrested, tried and condemned it will be clear that none of

this is happening without the consent of Jesus Himself.  

Jesus was not overcome by the ac�ons of the Jewish leaders who hated Him

and sought to destroy Him.  Jesus was simply obeying His Father and submiDng

Himself to His will.  Jesus spent His life ministering as the Father wanted Him to

do.  At the end, He directed events so that He would die as the Father wanted

Him to.

What do you think about this?

57 Week 4:  Ma�hew 21 – Ma�hew 28



Evening Reading October 25

41  Now  while  the  Pharisees  were  gathered  together,  Jesus  asked  them  a

ques�on, 42  saying, "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?"

They said to him, "The son of David." 43 He said to them, "How is it then that

David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 44 "'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at

my right hand, un�l I put your enemies under your feet"'? 45 If then David calls

him Lord, how is he his son?" 46  And no one was able to answer him a word,

nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more ques�ons.  Ma$.

22:41-46

Having silenced the Jewish leaders in all their a�empts to trap Him, Jesus asks

them a ques�on.  Quo�ng from Psalm 110:1, He asks them how it could be that

David’s  son  (descendant)  is  also  his  Lord?   David’s  Lord  is,  of  course,  God

Himself.  How could God be David’s son?  Jesus is asking them a fundamental

ques�on about the nature of God Himself.  Of course they have no idea of the

Trinity and how God Himself could become human.  They are at a total loss.  

By asking a ques�on of this sort Jesus is demonstra�ng to the Jewish leaders

and to us who read Ma�hew’s gospel that these leaders are in the dark when it

comes to understanding these complex truths about God’s very nature.  They

will think that they’ve overcome Jesus and taken Him out of their way.  They

won’t  have  the  slightest  clue  that  God  is  using  them  to  bring  about  the

ful,llment of His plans formed before the founda�on of the world.  

Take a few minutes  to worship and praise  the Father  for  His  willingness  to

sacri,ce His Son.  Without that sacri,ce, we would be at an eternal loss.
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October 26 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 23

1  Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,  2  "The scribes and the

Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but

not the works they do. For they preach, but do not prac�ce.  4  They �e up

heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they

themselves are not willing to move them with their @nger. Ma$. 23:1-4

Here  Jesus  describes  the  aDtudes  and thoughts  of  the  Jewish  leaders.   He

begins by telling His  disciples that they must obey these leaders.   But even

though they must obey them, they must not be like them.  These leaders used

their  posi�ons  to  make  life  harder  for  those  under  their  leadership.   They

themselves were not willing to bear the burdens they placed on others.

That sort of leadership is far too typical.  Leaders in the church are to bear the

burdens in order to lessen the load on the church members.  The church will

always stand the aDtudes and beliefs in the world on their heads.

How can we, as members of our church, serve to lessen the load for our fellow

church members?  

How is God looking for you to ease the load on someone in your life today?  

How will you use your God given authority to be a blessing to someone else

today?
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Evening Reading October 26

34  Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom

you  will  kill  and  crucify,  and  some  you  will  Iog  in  your  synagogues  and

persecute from town to town, 35  so that on you may come all the righteous

blood  shed  on  earth,  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  to  the  blood  of

Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary

and  the  altar. 36  Truly,  I  say  to  you,  all  these  things  will  come  upon  this

genera�on. Ma$. 23:34-36

Following a rather long speech where Jesus condemns the Jewish leaders for

their hard hearted behaviors, Jesus explains what God had done through the

centuries in an a�empt to get their a�en�on and turn their hearts and minds

back to God.  God had sent prophets and wise men and scribes.  The reac�on of

the leadership was to kill them.  The same reac�on they would have against

Jesus Himself.  The blood of all  these righteous people was on the heads of

leadership.  In fact, when Jesus was before Pilate the people would ask that

Jesus’ blood would be upon them.  

25  And all the people answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!"

Ma$. 27:25

Of course the irony was wasted on the Jews who cried out for Jesus’ death.

Their behavior demonstrates their closed aDtudes to God’s mercy and grace.

Remember that before you became a believer, you were like them.  Remember

where you have come from.  

May we always be thankful for the mercy that has been shown to us.  We were

once an object ,t only for the wrath of God, yet we have been redeemed!  We

were once worthless, but by the grace of God we have been restored!
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October 27 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 24

1 Jesus leD the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point

out to him the buildings of the temple. 2  But he answered them, "You see all

these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be leD here one stone

upon another that will not be thrown down." Ma$. 24:1-2

Once again Jesus demonstrates His foreknowledge.  In 72AD when Jerusalem

rebelled against Rome, Roman forces entered the city and burned the temple to

the ground.  The heat from the ,re melted much of the gold that was in the

temple.  The soldiers used iron pry bars to separate the stones of the temple

from one another so they might have access to the gold that had solidi,ed

between the stones.   Jesus’  predic�on about there not being “leK here one

stone upon another” literally came true.

Just as Jesus knew the future for His beloved city, He also knows your future.  He

will keep and protect you from all a�acks that may come your way.  He may

allow you to go through some di�cult �mes.  If He does He will send His Holy

Spirit to guide and keep you through your trials.  You can rest assured that your

future is secure in His hands!
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Evening Reading October 27

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying,

"Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming

and of the end of the age?" 4  And Jesus answered them, "See that no one

leads you astray. 5  For many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,'

and they will lead many astray. 6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of

wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is

not yet. 7  For na�on will rise against na�on, and kingdom against kingdom,

and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  8  All these are

but  the  beginning  of  the  birth  pains. 9  "Then  they will  deliver  you  up  to

tribula�on and put you to death, and you will be hated by all na�ons for my

name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate

one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.  12 And

because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But

the one who endures  to  the end will  be saved. 14  And  this  gospel  of  the

kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a tes�mony to all

na�ons, and then the end will come. Ma$. 24:3-14

As we hear more and more about natural disasters, wars, famines, genocides,

etc. we can be tempted to believe that the end is very near.  About 35 years ago

several writers became quite popular as they wrote about the events to look for

as precursors to the Lord’s return.  

Jesus warns here in Ma�hew chapter 24 against predic�ng the end �mes.  In v.

8 He says that all these events are merely the beginning of the end.  Our focus

needs to remain on the present day and what God is asking of us today.  As

Jesus says here in v. 13, “the one who endures to the end will be saved.”  So

don’t get overly concerned with ma�ers about the end �mes.  Keep your focus

on today and be and do what He asks of you today.

33  But  seek @rst  the kingdom of  God and his  righteousness,  and all  these

things will be added to you. 34 "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow,

for  tomorrow  will  be  anxious  for  itself.  SuRcient  for  the  day  is  its  own

trouble. Ma$. 6:33-34
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October 28 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 25

31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then

he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the na�ons,

and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the

sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats

on the leD. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are

blessed  by  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the

founda�on of the world. 35  For I  was hungry and you gave me food, I  was

thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and

you came to me.' 37  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 

Ma$. 25:31-37

Here  Ma�hew  talks  about  the  end  �mes  when  Jesus  returns  to  judge  the

righteous and the wicked.  In vv. 31-36 we read His words to the righteous.  He

is welcoming the righteous into the eternal kingdom.  He says it is because they

fed Him when He was hungry.  They give Him drink when He was thirsty.  They

welcomed Him in when He was a stranger, etc.  

I want to draw your a�en�on to v. 37.  AKer Jesus ,nishes explaining why they

are being welcomed into heaven, the righteous respond by saying Lord when

did we ever do these things.  The righteous seem to be unaware that they did

any of the things that Jesus is saying they did.  How can that be?  I think it is so

because the righteous did what they did because they were mo�vated by love –

love for God and love for neighbor.  

When we love and we see a need, we respond by mee�ng the need.  We don’t

keep a list of exactly what we did or how much it cost, we simply meet the need.

These  ac�ons  were  done  because  of  love  alone.   No  record  was  kept  for

repayment.  That’s how it is when we are mo�vated by love.  If you were to ask

any loving parent how much they spent in raising a child, they would not be

able to even hazard a guess.  They spent what they spent to meet the child’s

needs.  That’s what a loving parent does.  The same basic principle applies in a

believer’s life.  We give because we love.  In this we are like our heavenly Father

– He too gives to us because He loves us!  No cost is too high for Him to pay to

meet our needs!
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Evening Reading October 28

1  "Then he will say to those on his leD, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the

eternal @re prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you

gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,  43  I was a stranger

and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in

prison and you did not visit me.' 44  Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord,

when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in

prison, and did not minister to you?' 45  Then he will  answer them, saying,

'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did

not do it to me.' 46  And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the

righteous into eternal life." Ma$. 25:41-46

Having told the righteous about why they are accepted, Jesus now turns to the

wicked and explains to them that they are rejected because they did not do the

very same things that the righteous did.  Where there is not love, no resources

are spent in an eCort to help someone out.  And if, perhaps, some investment of

�me or money is made, then a bill is issued and payment demanded.

Again  we  see  this  idea  that  what  we  do  aCects  our  salva�on.   There  is  a

connec�on between what we do and whether or not we are saved.  But that

rela�onship is not causal.  In other words, we are not saved as a result of the

works we do.  Rather we are saved because we have faith.  If we have genuine

faith then we love as a consequence of that faith.  If we love then we will work

and spend ourselves with the goal of blessing those we love.

So we see the same principle again and again in scripture.  Faith alone leads to

salva�on.  Having faith leads to loving.  Loving leads to working.  Works prove

that faith is genuine.
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October 29 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 26

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,  7 a woman

came up to him with an alabaster Iask of very expensive ointment, and she

poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it,

they were indignant, saying, "Why this waste? 9 For this could have been sold

for a large sum and given to the poor." 10  But Jesus, aware of this, said to

them, "Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beau�ful thing to

me. 11  For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have

me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for

burial. 13  Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole

world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her." 14 Then one of

the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests  15  and

said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" And they paid him

thirty pieces of silver. Ma$. 26:6-15

As the �me of His death comes closer Ma�hew tells us about a woman who

poured out some very  expensive ointment on Jesus.   According to Ma�hew

several of the disciples were upset by this.  They called it a waste because the

ointment might have been sold and the monies spent on the poor.  But John tells

this  story  a  bit  diCerently.   John  says  it  was  Judas  Iscariot  who  did  the

complaining:

4  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him),

said, 5 "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to

the poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he

was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to

what was put into it. Jn. 12:4-6

Judas, the one who would betray Him was upset because he lost an opportunity

to steal more money for himself.  So what was meant by the woman to be a

blessing  to  Jesus  was  used by  Satan to  harden Judas’s  heart  all  the  more.

Ma�hew tells us in v. 14 that this event was the last straw for Judas.  AKer this

Judas made up his mind to turn Jesus over to the chief priests.

Here we see a spiritual principle at work.  The pouring of the incense out on

Jesus is a simple act.  In and of itself it is neither extremely good nor extremely

bad.  From the woman’s point of view, her inten�on was to bless Jesus.  Because

of the aDtude of her heart, the act is made a good thing – acceptable to God.

From  Judas’  point  of  view,  his  inten�on  was  to  steal  but  he  loses  the

opportunity.  Angered by this, he determines to betray Jesus.  Because of his

inten�ons, the act is made a bad thing.
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Evening Reading October 29

1  Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief

priests 15  and said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" And

they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16  And from that moment he sought an

opportunity to betray him. Ma$. 26:14-16 

Immediately aKer the pouring out of the ointment, Ma�hew tells us of Judas

going  to  the  chief  priests.   He  may  have  lost  an  opportunity  to  steal  the

ointment but at least he can turn Jesus over to the Jewish rulers – that ought to

be worth something, shouldn’t it.  Ma�hew tells us in v. 15 that Judas was given

thirty pieces of silver.  Ma�hew is making reference to yet another OT passage

that demonstrates who Jesus is.

7  So I  became the shepherd of the Iock doomed to be slaughtered by the

sheep traders. And I took two staOs, one I named Favor, the other I named

Union.  And  I  tended  the  sheep. 8  In  one  month  I  destroyed  the  three

shepherds. But I became impa�ent with them, and they also detested me. 9 So

I said, "I will not be your shepherd. What is to die, let it die. What is to be

destroyed, let it be destroyed. And let those who are leD devour the Iesh of

one  another." 10  And  I  took  my  staO  Favor,  and  I  broke  it,  annulling  the

covenant that I had made with all the peoples. 11  So it was annulled on that

day, and the sheep traders, who were watching me, knew that it  was the

word of the LORD. 12 Then I said to them, "If it seems good to you, give me my

wages;  but if  not,  keep them." And they weighed out as my wages thirty

pieces of silver. 13  Then the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the po$er"-- the

lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver

and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the po$er. Zech. 11:7-13

Here in Zechariah we read a prophecy where the Lord, says that the people

valued Him at thirty pieces of silver.  Note also how this passage goes on to

men�on that the money was thrown to the po�er.  Another predic�on about

how the thirty pieces of silver would be used to buy a piece of property that

would become a po�er’s ,eld.
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October 30 Morning Reading

55  At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out as against a

robber,  with  swords  and  clubs  to  capture  me? Day aDer  day  I  sat  in  the

temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that

the Scriptures of the prophets might be ful@lled." Then all the disciples leD

him and Ied. Ma$. 26:55-56

In this rela�vely long chapter Ma�hew tells very explicitly that many of the

things that took place during the �me of Jesus arrest, trial and murder were the

ful,llment  of  OT  prophecies.   As  you  read  through  the  closing  chapters  of

Ma�hew see how many references you can ,nd that demonstrate how Jesus

was ful,lling OT prophecies as He endured the passion.
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Evening Reading October 30

Read Ma�hew 27

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was

beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I

am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves."  25  And all the people

answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!" Ma$. 27:24-25

Pilate recognizes that there is no legal basis to put Jesus to death.  When the

people refuse to listen to him he decides to turn Jesus over to their will.  He will

be a good governor and prevent any insurrec�on.  To demonstrate his disgust

with what is happening he publicly washes his hands before the crowd.  He

shows that although he will turn Jesus over to their will, he is opposed to doing

it.  As he says, “I am innocent of this man’s blood”, the crowd responds with the

words, “His blood be on us and on our children!”

Amen Lord Jesus!   May your blood truly be upon us to deliver us from the

penalty  that  we  deserve.   Thank  you  Lord!   Praise  be  your  holy  name

forevermore!

Worship Him today!
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What struck you most in this week’s readings from Ma$hew? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve 

received? 
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Notes from Home Church.
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October 31 Morning Reading

Read Ma�hew 28

1 Now aDer the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the @rst day of the week, Mary

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was

a great  earthquake,  for  an angel  of  the Lord descended from heaven and

came and  rolled  back  the  stone  and  sat  on  it.  3  His  appearance  was  like

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4  And for fear of him the guards

trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, "Do

not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was cruci@ed.  6  He is not

here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  7 Then go

quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he

is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you."

Ma$. 28:1-7

With His work ,nished, Jesus rises up from the grave.  Death is the penalty due

for  sin.   Yet  because  He  was  sinless,  death  had  no  las�ng  claim on  Jesus.

Death’s doors could not hold Him in their grip.  

Ma�hew tells how the angel explained to those at the grave site that Jesus has

gone on before them into Galilee and that they would see Him there.  Imagine

the thoughts that must have been running around in their minds.  How could He

be alive?  They’d seen Him die with their own eyes.  AKer Pentecost, when the

Holy Spirit would come upon them, they would be enabled to grasp the whole

story for the ,rst �me.  But I can’t help but wonder what was on their minds on

that ,rst Easter morning as they stood before an empty tomb.  As always they

would have to ,nd Jesus and have Him explain things to them.
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Evening Reading October 31

16  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus

had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some

doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on

earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all na�ons,

bap�zing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit, 20  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I  have  commanded  you.  And

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." Ma$. 28:16-20

The end of Ma�hew’s gospel is the beginning of our call.  Jesus’ work has been

,nished, but ours is only beginning.  As Paul says we must now ,ll up what is

missing in the work of Christ.

24 Now I rejoice in my suOerings for your sake, and in my Iesh I am @lling up

what  is  lacking in  Christ's  aMic�ons for  the sake of  his  body,  that  is,  the

church, Col. 1:24

But what could Paul be talking about here?  How can he or anyone else hope to

add to Christ aVic�ons?  Was Jesus work leK undone somehow?

No, Jesus perfectly completed all that was required of Him by the Father.  There

does, however, remain one more task that Paul and you and I are involved to

complete.

11  For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to

shame." 12  For there is no dis�nc�on between Jew and Greek; for the same

Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  13 For "everyone

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 14 How then will they call on

him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone

preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is wri$en,

"How  beau�ful  are  the  feet  of  those  who preach  the  good news!"  Rom.

10:11-15

May God grant each of us the strength to accomplish His will in our lives.  He

has giKed each of us with some spiritual giK which is intended to help us to

achieve His goal.  Which piece of His puzzle are you?  How do you ,t into the

plan of God?  In His grace and mercy He has equipped each of us to play a

valuable  role.   Take some �me today and ask Him to help you con�nue to

develop into the person He wants you to be for His kingdom’s sake.  Amen!
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