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Welcome to the August edi�on of Praxis! Throughout this month we will

read through the historical book of Esther.

The readings  are  brief, in  order  to  cover  the  Scripture,  present  the

thought, and allow *me to take it in through  medita�on,  contempla�on,

and prayer.  We encourage you to record your responses and the things that

the Holy Spirit shows you. 

Each reading is  set up according to the ancient prac*ce of  the  daily

o�ce, with  a reading for  morning hours,  and a reading for  the evening

hours. Of course, when and how you do this is completely up to you, but we

do encourage you to do it at the same *me and place each day, in order to

simplify and develop the habit. 

Take your �me and soak in it. Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to 

you each day.  Even the simplest of things can bring revela�on 

when we dedicate a$en�on to the Spirit and the details. 

 This compila*on has been designed to lead us into the Scripture each day,

to help empower us in the Holy Spirit and Truth, and to culminate in the

Home Church experience. 

Make special note of the pages given to each Sunday, take *me to review

your readings and responses from the week. This will help prepare you for a

richer experience in Home Church, through both sharing and receiving. 

If you are not yet part of a Home Church, we would love to have you

experience for yourself! Find out more from the person who gave you this

book, or reach us at www.GracewayRI.org 

The commentary that 

accompanies each reading 

is wri6en by Ed Piche6e Sr., 

who serves as an elder and

a Home Church Leader

at Graceway Community. 



August 2 Morning Reading

The book of Esther is a narra�ve history about a plot to destroy the Hebrew

people while  they were already living  in cap�vity  in a foreign land. The story

takes place during the reign of  King Ahasuerus – king of Persia.  He is be&er

know as  Xerxes  or  Artaxerxes.   When a  royal  vizier,  Haman,  is  insulted  by

Mordecai, a Jew, he plots to kill Mordecai and as many Jews as he can.  

When Mordecai learns of Haman’s plan and works through his niece, Esther, to

deliver the Jewish people from Haman’s threat.  Through the work of Mordecai

and Esther, the Jewish people are saved and Haman is killed.  

There is a minor Jewish holiday which is celebrated  to remember Esther and

Mordecai and the deliverance from Haman’s plans.  The celebra�on is held on

the 14th day of Adar although in some Israeli ci�es it is held on the 15th of Adar.

As part of the celebra�on, the story of Esther is read.  Children are given ra&les

which they shake loudly at every men�on of Haman’s name so that it cannot be

heard.  This celebra�on is named Purim.  It means “lots.”  The explana�on for

the name Purim can be found in the book in Est 9:24-26.

1 Week 1: Esther 1:1 – 2:18



Evening Reading August 2

10  On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he

commanded  Mehuman,  Biztha,  Harbona,  Bigtha  and  Abagtha,  Zethar  and

Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus,  11 to

bring Queen Vash* before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the

peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look at. 12 But Queen

Vash* refused to come at the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. At this

the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him. (Est. 1:10-12 ESV)

Though we are often unaware of exactly how
He does it,  God uses the circumstances in our
lives.  

With the wisdom of hindsight, we can come to realize that He was

there all the �me.  

As the book of Esther opens, Esther is nothing more than a slave girl.   King

Xerxes is married to queen Vash�.  Vash� de9es her husband and ends up losing

her posi�on.  God will work through these circumstances to have Esther become

queen.  That will set the stage for her in;uence with the king when Haman tries

to bring his scheme against the Jews.

God is doing this sort of thing all the �me for all of His people.  Have you seen

God work in this way in your life before?  What is He doing in your life today?  If

you don’t see it now, keep your eyes open.  In due �me it will become apparent. 

Rejoice and thank Him today even though you may not yet see all the details.

Know for certain that He is working all things together for your good – for all

those who belong to Him.

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,

for those who are called according to his purpose. (Rom. 8:28 ESV)

Week 1:  Esther 1:1 – 2:18 2



August 3 Morning Reading

13  Then the king said to the wise men who knew the *mes (for this was the

king's procedure toward all who were versed in law and judgment, 14  the men

next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and

Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw the king's face, and

sat Drst in the kingdom): 15 "According to the law, what is to be done to Queen

Vash*,  because  she  has  not  performed  the  command  of  King  Ahasuerus

delivered by the eunuchs?" (Est. 1:13-15 ESV)

Note the  king’s  response  when he  learns  of  Vash�’s  refusal  to  come at  his

command.  He does not go o@ angrily and try to devise some punishment for

her.  Rather he consults his wise men to get their input on this situa�on.  

King Ahasuerus was not a godly man.  But even ungodly people can act at �mes

in good and right ways.  Through Ahasuerus, God here provides us an example

of good ways to respond to di�cult problems.  

When you �nd yourself in a place of con�ict, it
is  wisdom to remain at peace and seek the
counsel of the Holy Spirit and trusted people
whom you respect.

When you 9nd yourself confronted with a di�cult issue, how do you respond?

Do you try to work things out on your own or do you try to get feedback from

trusted godly people in your life?  In our culture, especially in the USA, we tend

to think that we should handle our problems alone.  However, in much of the

world, family and friends are expected to help out in such circumstances.  

22 Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed. (Prov. 15:22

ESV)

3 Week 1: Esther 1:1 – 2:18



Evening Reading August 3

19  If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be wri6en

among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed,

that Vash* is never again to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give

her royal posi*on to another who is be6er than she. (Est. 1:19 ESV)

Note how the king’s counselors refer to Vash�’s replacement, “who is be&er

than she.”  They have no clue about how God is at work in this situa�on, but

God speaks prophe�cally through them.  Vash�’s replacement, Queen Esther,

will indeed be “be&er” than Vash�.  She will be be&er in regards to the people

of God because she will be willing to be used by God to bring His blessing upon

His people.  

The person who is willing to live for God is be&er o@ than the one who refuses.  

I am a far be&er person today because I am a believer, than I was before I gave

my life to Christ.  

Yielding to God’s ways will always prove to
bring  healing,  wholeness,  strength,  wisdom,
and life.  

Do you see similar evidence in your life?  How have these quali�es grown in you

since you chose to yield to His way?

Week 1:  Esther 1:1 – 2:18 4



August 4 Morning Reading

22  He sent le6ers to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script

and to every people in its own language, that every man be master in his own

household and speak according to the language of his people. (Est. 1:22 ESV)

Note the end of this verse that every man “speak according to the language of

his people.”  Does the writer really think that people might speak in some other

language?   I  don’t  think  so.   He’s  probably  meaning that  each man would

conform  himself  to  the  customs  and  manners  that  are  deemed  to  be

appropriate in his society.  

Their society was a very patriarchal one.  It was expected in that day that a man

should lead his family in a proper fashion.  The priority that a family be cared

for has been a trademark of most successful socie�es throughout history.  That

should not be surprising.  

Today,  in  western  socie�es,  changes  are  all  around  us  –  challenging  the

tradi�onal  ideas  of  what  family  life  should  be  like.   The  ”language  of  our

people” is changing.  

The customs and ways of our society are in �ux.
How will we navigate these changes?  

How should a Chris�an speak and be in the world today?  

The  future  is  uncertain  but  we  know that  we  serve  a  loving  God.   He  will

overcome in the end.  We may face persecu�on for our faith – it has been going

on for some �me in other parts of the world.  Are we prepared for the possibility

of opposi�on?  God will always give us the guidance we need, but He has also

warned us that “in this world you will have trouble.”

28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not Drst sit down and count

the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid

a founda*on and is  not able to Dnish,  all  who see it  begin to mock him,  30

saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to Dnish.'  31  Or what king,

going  out  to  encounter  another  king  in  war,  will  not  sit  down  Drst  and

deliberate  whether  he  is  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet  him who comes

against him with twenty thousand? 32  And if not, while the other is yet a great

way oI, he sends a delega*on and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any

one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. (Lk.

14:28-33 ESV)

Have you counted the cost of being a Chris�an?

5 Week 1: Esther 1:1 – 2:18



Evening Evening August 4

2  Then  the  king's  young  men  who a6ended  him said,  "Let  beau*ful  young

virgins be sought out for the king. 3  And let the king appoint oJcers in all the

provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beau*ful young virgins to the harem

in Susa the citadel, under custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge

of the women. Let their cosme*cs be given them. 4  And let the young woman

who pleases the king be queen instead of Vash*." This pleased the king, and he

did so. (Est. 2:2-4 ESV)

With Vash� removed from her place as queen, the story moves on and the stage

is set for Esther to become queen.  God’s plan proceeds step by step always

headed to the des�na�on that He had in mind from the begining.  You might

think that God will force Esther to do His will.  Be assured He will not.  

He simply knows that Esther will choose to do
God’s  will  despite  the  personal  danger  she
will have to endure.  

How well would you or I do in Esther’s place?  God is working out the details

according to His foreknowledge of the choices Esther will make.  He is doing the

same in your life and mine.  We don’t know many of the details of what the

future holds for us, but it is enough to know that God will supply all we need to

meet each challenge we encounter.

13 No tempta*on has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful,

and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the tempta*on

he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. (1

Cor. 10:13 ESV)

Week 1:  Esther 1:1 – 2:18 6



August 5 Morning Reading

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the son

of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6  who had been carried away

from Jerusalem among the cap*ves carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah,

whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away. 7 He was bringing up

Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father

nor mother. The young woman had a beau*ful Dgure and was lovely to look at,

and  when  her  father  and  her  mother  died,  Mordecai  took  her  as  his  own

daughter. (Est. 2:5-7 ESV)

Here we learn that Mordecai is descended from a man named Kish.  Kish was

the father of King Saul.  (See 1Sam 9:1-2)  Esther is the daughter of Mordecai’s

uncle. So both Esther and Mordecai were distant rela�ves of King Saul.  Blood

lines were very important for the Jewish people.  Being related to King Saul, no

doubt, brought much honor and responsibility to Esther and Mordecai.  This

may help to explain their behavior.  Both would stand up to anyone who would

a&empt to harm God’s people.  Both saw it as their God given duty.  

Though  we  are  not  physical  descendants  of
Jesus, we have been born of the Spirit,  and
brought into a divine lineage.

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and

if children, then heirs – heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we

suIer with him in order that we may also be gloriDed with Him. (Rom. 8:16-17) 

He has also called His believers His friends.

 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I

have made known to you. (Jn. 15:15 ESV)

What He heard from the Father, He made known to His friends.  Through the

work of the Holy Spirit, He con�nues today to make the Father’s will known to

His friends – those who believe in Him.  We have a rela�onship to Him through

faith.  God calls us his children! Christ calls us His friends!  This rela�onship

changes everything and creates in us a desire to defend and serve the church,

our spiritual family.  

Do you see the Lord drawing your a&en�on to vulnerabili�es or needs within

the Church?  Take these things to Him in prayer and He will reveal opportuni�es

to contribute to these things, adding both strength and value to His people.

7 Week 1: Esther 1:1 – 2:18



Evening Reading  August 5

8  So when the king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many

young women were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther

also was taken into the king's palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had

charge of the women. 9 And the young woman pleased him and won his favor.

And he quickly provided her with her cosme*cs and her por*on of food, and

with seven chosen young women from the king's palace, and advanced her and

her young women to the best place in the harem. (Est. 2:8-9 ESV)

These verses show God con�nuing to intervene in Esther’s circumstances.  His

will is that she should become queen.  He works through Hegai to put Esther in

a place that will eventually lead to her becoming queen.  

God, at times, will work through others to put
you in the place where He wants you to be.  

Has that sort of thing ever happened in your life?  Has God used family and/or

friends to help you to do the work He has called you to?

Week 1:  Esther 1:1 – 2:18 8



August 6 Morning Reading

10  Esther  had  not  made  known  her  people  or  kindred,  for  Mordecai  had

commanded her not to make it known. (Est. 2:10 ESV)

It is interes�ng to note these two verses.  Why has the writer included them?  So

far in the story there is  no threat to the Jewish people.   Mordecai’s  plan is

probably to get Esther into a place of poten�al power so that she may be able

to help her people in any circumstances that may arise.  

In Mordecai’s es�ma�on, the fact that she is a Jew, a slave, cannot help her to

become  the  King’s  wife.   So  Mordecai  tells  her  to  keep  quiet  about  that.

Mordecai does not tell her to lie.  He does tell her to keep quiet about her being

a Jew.  

Is Mordecai being ethical when he tells Esther to not talk about being a Jew?

Have either Mordecai or Esther done anything wrong in keeping this a secret?  

What correla�on does this have to Jesus’ instruc�ons in Ma&hew 10?

I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents

and innocent as doves. (Ma6hew 10:16)

9 Week 1: Esther 1:1 – 2:18



Evening Reading August 6

11  And every day Mordecai walked in front of the court of the harem to learn

how Esther was and what was happening to her. (Est. 2:11 ESV)

Mordecai  did his  best to watch out for Esther from his  posi�on outside the

palace.   She is  a  young slave woman in a patriarchal  society.  Things  could

quickly turn very bad for her.  So Mordecai does all he can to protect her and to

try to advance her chances to become queen.  

Mordecai provides a good example for us.  

God  has  given  each  of  us  His  Spirit  and
abilities to be used for His kingdom’s sake.  

Rather than sit back and passively wait for everything to work itself out, might

it  be  wise  for  us  to  watch  ac�vely  and  wait  for  an  opportune  moment  to

minister to the need that arises?

Be dressed and ready for ac*ve service,  and keep your  lamps con*nuously

burning.  Be like men who are wai*ng fo their master when he returns from the

wedding feast, so that when he comes and knocks they may immediately open

the door for him.  Blessed...are those servants whom the master Dnds awake

and watching when he arrives.  (Luke 12:35-37 AmpliDed Bible)

Are you keeping your eyes open?   How are you being proac�ve about your faith

and your calling?

Week 1:  Esther 1:1 – 2:18 10



August 7 Morning Reading

12 Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus,

aQer being twelve months under the regula*ons for the women, since this was

the regular period of their beau*fying, six months with oil  of myrrh and six

months with spices and ointments for women-- 13 when the young woman went

in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she desired to take with her

from the harem to the king's palace. 14  In the evening she would go in, and in

the morning she would return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz,

the king's eunuch, who was in charge of the concubines. She would not go in to

the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by

name. 15  When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of

Mordecai, who had taken her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she

asked for nothing except what Hegai the king's eunuch, who had charge of the

women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her.

(Est. 2:12-15 ESV)

When Esther’s turn to visit the king arrives, she does not prepare herself on her

own.  Rather she seeks the counsel of Hegai.  Hegai is not a man of God but he

does know the king and he knows what the king likes.  So rather than take

ma&ers into her own hands, she follows Hegai’s advice.  She does not want to

be a disturbance or turn away his favor in any way.  She wants to please the

king and she knows that Hegai can help her to do that!  

As believers, we also have a goal we are seeking to achieve.  We want to honor

God with all that we are!  Do we take advantage of all the resources he has

given us access to?  Or do we rush in on our own strength where angels fear to

trod?  

Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors

there is safety. (Proverbs 11:14)

11 Week 1: Esther 1:1 – 2:18



Evening Reading August 7

16  And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the

tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign,  17

the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in

his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head

and made her queen instead of Vash*. 18 Then the king gave a great feast for all

his oJcials and servants; it was Esther's feast. He also granted a remission of

taxes to the provinces and gave giQs with royal generosity. (Est. 2:16-18 ESV)

God has achieved His 9rst goal in this story.  Esther has been chosen as the new

queen to replace Vash�.  Up to this point, no one knows the plans that Haman

will devise – not even Haman!  

Yet God has prepared a way of escape and is
working out  the  details  to  save His  people,
even before the crisis arises.

As you pray today, praise God and thank Him for being a God who makes a way

for His people long before we ever realize that we have a problem and need to

be saved.

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his

Son to be the propi*a*on for our sins. (1 Jn. 4:10 ESV)

Week 1:  Esther 1:1 – 2:18 12



August 8 Morning Evening

19 Now when the virgins were gathered together the second *me, Mordecai was

siRng at the king's gate. 20  Esther had not made known her kindred or her

people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as

when she was brought up by him. 21  In those days, as Mordecai was siRng at

the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded

the threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And

this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and

Esther  told  the  king  in  the  name  of  Mordecai. 23  When  the  aIair  was

inves*gated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows.

And it was recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

(Est. 2:19-23 ESV)

Having placed Esther where He wants her to be, God now also causes Mordecai

to be elevated in the king’s es�ma�on.  God is seOng the table to bring praise

to His Holy Name!  

As this story plays out, God raises Mordecai’s reputa�on with the king.  This will

in turn lead to Haman’s being shamed, and eventually cause Haman to try to

retaliate against Mordecai.  Finally, Esther will reveal Haman’s evil intent to the

king and the king will stop Haman’s plans and have him killed.  

No�ce the pa&ern of how God works in our lives.  

Of  course  God  could  intercede  in  how  we
think and what we do, but often He lets us
behave as we choose only to �nd out later
that He was truly in control all the time!  

You cannot out-think God.  You cannot trap Him in a corner.  You may go along

for a while, perhaps a long while, thinking that things are turning out just as

you planned and wanted.  But in the end, God will prove that He is God.  He will

have the 9nal say.  So don’t try to swim upstream.  Recognize that God is in

control.  Let Him be God over all the details of your life.

6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. (Prov.

3:6 ESV)

What is your response to this?

13 Week 2: Esther 2:19 – 5:8



Evening Reading August 8

1  AQer these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of

Hammedatha, and advanced him and set his throne above all the oJcials who

were with him. (Est. 3:1 ESV)

As the story con�nues, Haman is recognized and honored by the king.  This is

more of the seOng of the stage for the con;ict to come.  Again we see the

interac�on of God’s plans with human choices.  It can be very easy to think that

we’re in control.  But the truth is that God always has the 9nal say in what will

happen.  

Praise and thank Him today for working all things together for your good! 

No person and no circumstances will ever
separate you from Him.  

He won’t ever let that happen!

38  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things

present nor things to come, nor powers, 39  nor height nor depth, nor anything

else in all crea*on, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ

Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38-39 ESV)

Week 2: Esther 2:19 – 5:8 14



August 8

What struck you most in this week’s readings in Esther? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve

received?

15 Week 2: Esther 2:19 – 5:8



August 8

Notes from gathering with my Home Church.

Week 2: Esther 2:19 – 5:8 16



August 9 Morning Reading

2 And all the king's servants who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid

homage  to  Haman,  for  the  king  had  so  commanded  concerning  him.  But

Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 3  Then the king's servants who

were at the king's gate said to Mordecai, "Why do you transgress the king's

command?" 4  And when they spoke to him day aQer day and he would not

listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai's words

would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew.  5  And when Haman saw

that Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was Dlled with

fury. 6  But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made

known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews,

the people of  Mordecai,  throughout the whole kingdom of  Ahasuerus.  (Est.

3:2-6 ESV)

Here the con;ict begins.   Mordecai  refuses to bow down to Haman.  When

Mordecai  refuses  to  relent,  Haman  becomes  furious.   In  his  anger,  Haman

decides to punish not just Mordecai but all Jews.  It is apparent that Haman

understands  Mordecai’s  posi�on.   Mordecai  is  not  just  refusing  to  honor

Haman, he is refusing to bow down to anyone!  Mordecai is a faithful Jew and

he will bow down only before Jehovah.  Haman does not yet know it, but he is

puOng himself in a terrible posi�on by opposing God and threatening all His

people.

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Heb. 10:31 ESV)

It truly is a terrible fate that awaits all those who will not repent and turn to

God.  Pray that God would use you e@ec�vely in bringing His word to someone

today.  By God’s grace you can play a role in changing someone’s eternal fate.

Seek to be used powerfully by God.  

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Cor. 5:20 ESV)

What is your response to this?

17 Week 2: Esther 2:19 – 5:8



Evening Reading August 9

7  In the Drst month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelQh year of King

Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, they cast lots) before Haman day aQer day;

and they cast it month aQer month *ll the twelQh month, which is the month

of  Adar. 8  Then  Haman  said  to  King  Ahasuerus,  "There  is  a  certain  people

sca6ered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your

kingdom. Their laws are diIerent from those of every other people, and they

do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not to the king's proDt to tolerate them.
9  If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay

10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king's

business, that they may put it into the king's treasuries."  10 So the king took his

signet  ring  from  his  hand  and  gave  it  to  Haman  the  Agagite,  the  son  of

Hammedatha,  the enemy of  the Jews. 11  And the king said to Haman, "The

money is given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to

you." (Est. 3:7-11 ESV)

Haman decides to ask his gods for help in determining the �me to approach the

king with his request to destroy the Jews.  He consults his gods by cas�ng lots.

The Jews had a similar custom.  The Jews named the lots Urim and Thummin.

(See Exod 28:30; Lev 8:8; Num 27:21; Deut 33:8; et al)  While the scripture does

not say very much about Urim and Thummin, they were some sort of lots that

were cast to determine God’s will on a given ques�on.  

The concept of cas�ng lots to determine the will of the gods was a common one

in many of the religions of the ancient near east.  In any case, Haman spends

almost  an  en�re  year  cas�ng  lots  seeking  the  gods  favor  about  when  to

approach the king.  Finally the �me comes and Haman goes to the king who

grants his request.  At this point it does not look good for the Jews.  

You may have been in a similar place before.  You’ve probably faced tough �mes

where you felt like you could not win.  As we’ve seen in this story, God has

already been at work preparing a deliverance for His people.  No ma&er how

dark your situa�on may seem, you can know that 

God is prepared and is preparing you to overcome!  

Hold on by faith and look for the deliverance that God has prepared for you!
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August 10 Morning Reading

12  Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the Drst

month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was wri6en to

the  king's  satraps  and  to  the  governors  over  all  the  provinces  and  to  the

oJcials of all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people

in its own language. It was wri6en in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed

with  the king's  signet ring. 13  Le6ers  were sent by couriers  to  all  the king's

provinces with instruc*on to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young

and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelQh

month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the

document was to be issued as a decree in every province by proclama*on to all

the peoples to be ready for that day. 15 The couriers went out hurriedly by order

of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the king and

Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was thrown into confusion. (Est.

3:12-15 ESV)

The last verses of chapter 3 describe the situa�on in Ahasuerus’ capital city

Susa.  As the people learn of the ordered destruc�on of the Jewish people, the

city is thrown into an uproar.  The Jews, of course, are terri9ed of their coming

fate.  Those who hate them are rejoicing and preparing to do away with them.

It is truly a dark hour.  It is the sort of �me when faith is sorely tested.  No doubt

many  were  asking  themselves  why  God  had  abandoned  them  to  such  a

miserable fate.  

Have you ever found yourself in a similar kind of posi�on?  Jesus Himself felt

abandoned and leT to su@er and die alone.  He asked the Father if there was

any other way – but there was not.  Having asked for help and been refused He

submi&ed Himself to His Father’s will.  It was not an easy thing to do.

41  And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and

prayed, 42  saying,  "Father,  if  you  are  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me.

Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done." 43 And there appeared to him an

angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44  And being in agony he prayed more

earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the

ground. (Lk. 22:41-44 ESV)

Note Jesus’ reac�on to such a trial.  

Prayer and more prayer, even through the pain.
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Evening Reading August 10

1 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and

put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he

cried out with a loud and bi6er cry. 2  He went up to the entrance of the king's

gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth.  3 And

in every province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there

was great mourning among the Jews, with fas*ng and weeping and lamen*ng,

and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. (Est. 4:1-3 ESV)

When Mordecai learns of what has happened, he mourns as one would mourn

the death of a loved one.  For the Jews, the tearing of clothes was symbolic of a

tearing of the soul due to their circumstances.  Everywhere, Jews fasted and

wept and lamented – seeking God and begging for His mercy.  

There is a �me for mourning.  When such a �me comes, it is appropriate to

mourn.  

 But mourning is only for a time.
                       Never mourn without hope!  

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. (Psalm 30:5)

1 For everything there is a season, and a *me for every ma6er under heaven: 2 a

*me to be born, and a *me to die; a *me to plant, and a *me to pluck up what

is planted; 3 a *me to kill, and a *me to heal; a *me to break down, and a *me

to build up; 4 a *me to weep, and a *me to laugh; a *me to mourn, and a *me

to dance; 5 a *me to cast away stones, and a *me to gather stones together; a

*me to embrace, and a *me to refrain from embracing; 6 a *me to seek, and a

*me to lose; a *me to keep, and a *me to cast away;  7 a *me to tear, and a *me

to sew; a *me to keep silence, and a *me to speak;  8 a *me to love, and a *me

to hate; a *me for war, and a *me for peace. (Eccl. 3:1-8 ESV)
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August 11 Morning Evening

4 When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen

was deeply distressed. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might

take oI his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5  Then Esther called for

Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to a6end her,

and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was.  6

Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the

king's gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact

sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for

the destruc*on of the Jews. (Est. 4:4-7 ESV)

Esther has learned to depend upon her cousin.  When things go wrong she seeks

him out to get his advice on what to do.  She sends clothes to Mordecai because

he is in sackclothes (rags).  He refuses them.  Then she sends her a&endant,

Hathach, to 9nd out from Mordecai what is happening and what she should do.

Mordecai, through Hathach, tells Esther what is going on.

When we’re  confronted with  trouble,  a
good place to begin is to do all we can to
understand the situation.  

It is hard to determine where you should be going when you don’t know where

you are.  Mordecai begins his response to the problem by explaining well to

Esther what is going on around them.  

How do you respond when God allows a new trial to come your way?  Some

mourning (and perhaps repen�ng?) may be appropriate, but don’t stop there!

With the help of God, assess the situa�on.  

Do you have people in your life whose opinion you can seek out in tough �mes?

Begin by gaining a good understanding of what is happening.  Then with the

help of the Holy Spirit, keep moving forward.
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8  Mordecai also gave him a copy of the wri6en decree issued in Susa for their

destruc*on, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command

her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf  of her

people. 9  And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10  Then

Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11 "All

the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man

or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is

but one law-- to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out

the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to

come in to the king these thirty days." (Est. 4:8-11 ESV)

Now comes the tes�ng of Esther’s faith.  Mordecai has explained the problem

and told Esther of the need to approach the king.  Note Esther’s 9rst response in

v. 11 when she hears Mordecai’s request.  Unless the king accepts her approach,

she will die.  It has been some �me since the king has asked to see her so she

has no good reason to expect that she will be well received by the king.  She’s in

a tough spot.  Will she protect herself or will she put herself at risk for the sake

of others?  

This is in some ways similar to the place where Jesus found Himself – but the

threat to Him was much more severe.  My point is simply this – 

if God could put Esther in a place where she
has to make such a tough choice, why should I
think that He’d never put me in such a place?  

I think it is a real possibility for any believer to be placed in such a situa�on.  By

the grace of God, I trust that He will make a way for me as He did for Esther.

10 And the gospel must Drst be proclaimed to all na*ons. 11 And when they bring

you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to

say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but

the Holy Spirit. (Mk. 13:10-11 ESV)

What is your take on this?
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 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13  Then Mordecai told them to

reply to  Esther,  "Do not think to yourself  that in  the king's  palace you will

escape any more than all the other Jews. 14  For if you keep silent at this *me,

relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and

your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to

the kingdom for such a *me as this?" (Est. 4:12-14 ESV)

There  is  great  wisdom  in  Mordecai’s  response  to  Esther.   He  begins  by

explaining to her that there is no place to hide.  If she refuses to approach the

king then she will most likely be killed anyway since she is a Jew.  

Staying silent to protect yourself is never a good option.  

Eventually the truth about who and what you are will come out – and those

who oppose you will  have their  chance to act against you!  Note also how

Mordecai  tells  Esther that if  she refuses to act then God will  work through

someone else.  

Even if we’re too afraid to act for God, He will use someone else to accomplish

His  purpose.   By  refusing  God’s  request  we  don’t  stop  God,  we  just  cheat

ourselves out of the blessings that God has for us.  Trust God at all �mes – He

will bring you through!  

Then note the end of v. 14.  Mordecai tells Esther that maybe the main purpose

of her life is to do what is being asked of her.  God has a purpose for each of our

lives.  No one would want to allow fear to keep them from playing the main role

that God has devised for him or her.  Don’t let the enemy cheat you out of the

blessing that God has reserved for you!  Be the person that God wants you to

be.  Do the things that He has called you to do.  Find your life in living for Him.

Know what it means to have life abundantly!

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have

life and have it abundantly. (Jn. 10:10 ESV)
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 15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 "Go, gather all the Jews to be

found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three

days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go

to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish." 17  Mordecai

then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. (Est. 4:14-17

ESV)

Esther decides that she will do what she knows she must.  But, importantly, she

doesn’t go it alone!  She asks for help.  She asks that others would fast and pray

with her that she would have success.  Jesus is the only unique one.  Only He

was sinless so no one could do or help help Him to do what the Father asked of

Him.  

Outside of Jesus, the rest of us are equal in this way.  Whether we recognize it

or not, we need one another.  A wise person will invite their community into

their situa�on when the �me is right. 

We are meant to be a support system for one another.  

Do you depend on fellow believers?  Are you building a support team to help

you get through the trials that God brings your way?  Are you learning to live in

community?  

We  some�mes  think  about  living  in  community  as  puOng  restric�ons  and

requirements  on  us.   While  in  some  ways  this  is  true,  community  is  also

designed to be a source of strength and support for every individual.  

How has this worked out in your Chris�an walk?
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August 13 Morning Reading

1  On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of

the king's palace, in front of the king's quarters, while the king was siRng on

his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the palace. 2

And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in

his sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand.

Then Esther approached and touched the *p of the scepter. 3 And the king said

to her, "What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you,

even to the half of my kingdom." (Est. 5:1-3 ESV)

Finally, the �me for words and decision making is past and the �me for Esther

to act arrives.  Can you imagine the feeling in the pit of her stomach as she

prepared herself to approach Ahasuerus?  

But God has gone before her.  In v. 2, we read that when the king saw her she

found favor in his sight!  As he reaches out his hand holding the scepter, she

knows that she is safe; she knows that she has done what was asked.  She has

not yet spoken a word to the king, but she knows that God is with her and she

will not die today!  

By the grace of God and the prayers of her community she has overcome her

fears and accomplishes the task that God has set before her.  Let her be a model

for us.  

The  way  to  know  for  sure  that  God  is
trustworthy is to be in a position where He
is your only hope.  

And that is exactly where every human being 9nds himself or herself.  All of us

are condemned by our own sin.  It is only because of what God has done that

we can have any hope for eternal life.  If the Father was not willing to spare His

own Son to save us, we have no reason to doubt that He will be there for us no

ma&er what the future may hold.

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against

us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he

not also with him graciously give us all things? 33  Who shall bring any charge

against God's elect? It is God who jus*Des. (Rom. 8:31-33 ESV)
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4 And Esther said, "If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a

feast that I have prepared for the king."  (Est. 5:4 ESV)

When the king asks her what she wants, she responds by saying that she has

prepared a feast for Haman and the king.  She is not lying.  She is seOng the

stage to present her request in a way that she hopes will get the king to give her

the response she wants.  

Sometimes the way we ask for help can be
more important than simply asking.

Having won the king’s favor she now uses it to make her request in a way that

the king will 9nd persuasive.  Are we, as believers, so wise when we bring the

gospel message to unbelievers?  

Everyone wants to believe that they are living in a way that is acceptable to

God.  No healthy person wants to believe that they are on the way to hell.  If

you simply blurt out to them that they are sinners, they will most likely close

you out of their lives.  When you tell someone they need Jesus, you’re telling

them that whatever they’ve  done or  are doing to 9nd peace with God is  a

failure.   If  you look at  it  that  way,  the  gospel  message does  not seem too

invi�ng.  It is only when a person sees themself as God does that they would

want to ask Jesus into their life.  

We  are  commanded  to  spread  the  gospel.   How  we  do  that  is  extremely

important.  The gospel is good news only to those who understand that they are

sinners  in  need  of  God’s  grace.   Voltaire,  a  well-known  eighteenth  century

atheis�c French philosopher famously said, “A man needs God like a gold9sh

needs a bicycle.”  Voltaire, and others like him, see themselves as su�cient to

themselves.  Atheists think they don’t need God because they can solve all their

problems themselves.  

We need to present the gospel in the most
e,ective way possible.  

The best way to do that may be to model  the changes that the gospel has

brought to your life.
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August 14 Morning Reading

5  Then the king said, "Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has

asked." So the king and Haman came to the feast that Esther had prepared.

(Est. 5:5 ESV)

God has moved on the king’s heart and he is now not only willing to accept

Esther but also anxious to hear what she has to say.  So he quickly sends for

Haman.  What must have been going on in Esther’s mind as she heard the king

speaking?  

Just a few moments before she was in fear for her very life and now the king is

anxious to hear her out.  Surely Esther knew that God was for her and He was in

e@ect working in the king’s mind and heart to prepare to hear what she has to

say.  

As you pray today, thank God for preparing the ears of those to whom He will

ask you to speak.  Through His Holy Spirit, 

He is at work in the lives of those 
to whom He is guiding you.  

Know for certain that He has gone before you, through His Spirit and through

other believers, working in the lives of unbelievers so that they might hear and

repent!  

Be sensi�ve!  Be bold!   Be listening!  Be obedient!

What are your thoughts on this?
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Evening Reading August 14

6 And as they were drinking wine aQer the feast, the king said to Esther, "What

is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half

of my kingdom, it shall be fulDlled." 7 Then Esther answered, "My wish and my

request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the king

to grant my wish and fulDll my request, let the king and Haman come to the

feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said."

(Est. 5:6-8 ESV)

Having enjoyed the meal, the king again asks Esther what it is that she wants.

She defers  the ma&er to the next day.   She invites the king and Haman to

another feast on the next day.   She is  heightening the expecta�ons.   She is

seOng a high bar.  

What she wants is for the king to issue a decree canceling the decree that he

has already issued.  According to the law of the Medes and the Persians, once a

law is decreed and o�cially issued, it cannot be undone.  She is doing all she

can to force the king to 9nd a solu�on to her dilemma.  She is trus�ng God to

make a way where there seems to be no way.  How will God deliver her people?

She does not know.  So she keeps the king in suspense for one more day.
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9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw

Mordecai in the king's gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he

was  Dlled  with  wrath  against  Mordecai. 10  Nevertheless,  Haman  restrained

himself  and went home,  and he sent and brought his  friends and his  wife

Zeresh. (Est. 5:9-10 ESV)

Haman is clueless.  He has no idea of what is actually going on.  He is consumed

by his hatred.  He cannot wait to work his wrath on Mordecai.  Despite the

depth of  his emo�ons,  he controls  himself.  He will  not act unilaterally.  He

intends to win the king over and have the king do his bidding.  He is completely

unaware that God is about to turn the tables on him.  

So it is for many unbelievers.  They are persuaded that everything is 9ne and

things will work for them in the long run.  Truly Satan has blinded their eyes.

God’s heart is broken by their hopeless situa�on.  Let your heart be broken even

as God’s heart is broken.  

God’s love is for all people – no ma&er how despicable they may be.  Remember

that once you too were like them.  No one is deserving of the incredible giT of

salva�on.  We are all sinners.  Mourn for them and the fate that awaits them.

Pray for sinners.  Open yourself to the leading of the Holy Spirit that you might

join Him in the work of  bringing all  people to a saving knowledge of  Jesus

Christ.
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Evening Reading August 15

11 And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his

sons, all the promo*ons with which the king had honored him, and how he had

advanced him above the oJcials and the servants of the king. (Est. 5:11 ESV)

Haman, like all those who belong to this world, values himself according to the

standards of this world.  From the world’s point of view he is the epitome of the

successful man.  He has many 9ne sons, he is honored and valued by the king

and he has advanced higher than any other of the king’s servants.  He has it all.

Yet, the truth is that he has nothing.  Haman, his eyes blinded by Satan, thinks

he is second only to the king himself.  He will soon 9nd out his true posi�on.  

What thoughts pass through your mind when you see or deal with someone

who is great from the world’s point of view?  Surely the riches of this world can

be en�cing.  Keeping your focus where it belongs can be challenging.  Do not

long for the things of the world.  

This world, with all its wealth and power, is passing away.  

Keep your eyes on the prize and keep pressing in closer and closer to the heart

of God.

15  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,

the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-- the desires of

the Tesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life-- is not from the Father

but is from the world. 17  And the world is passing away along with its desires,

but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 Jn. 2:15-17 ESV)
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August 15

What struck you most in this week’s readings from Esther? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve

received?
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Notes from gathering with my Home Church.
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August 16 Morning Reading

12 Then Haman said, "Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king

to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with

the king. (Est. 5:12 ESV)

As Haman con�nues trying to break his own arm to pat himself on the back he

comes to the last of his accolades for himself.  He ends his �rade by sta�ng that

even Queen Esther highly values him and invites only him to dine with the king

and her.  

The irony is extreme.  While Haman thinks that he is being extremely honored

by Esther, the truth is that she is seOng him up for a tremendous fall.  The

writer here goes out of his way to show us Haman’s pride.  God wants us to see

the truth about all things – including and especially ourselves.  It can be very

di�cult to see the truth about yourself.  

Ask God to help you daily to see things as He sees them.  

Do not judge yourself.  It is God alone who is 9t to judge.

1  This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the

mysteries of  God. 2  Moreover,  it  is  required of  stewards that they be found

faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or

by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself.  4 For I am not aware of

anything against myself,  but I  am not thereby acqui6ed. It  is  the Lord who

judges me. (1 Cor. 4:1-4 ESV)
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Evening Reading August 16

13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew siRng at

the king's gate." (Est. 5:13 ESV)

Here Haman clearly and openly displays the thoughts of his mind and heart.

Possessing all that he has is not enough.  He will not be happy un�l he sees

Mordecai dead.  The wickedness of his sin is found deep in his heart.  

The Jewish Pharisees would oTen concern themselves with physical cleanliness.

They understood OT law to be teaching that physical cleanliness was important

to  avoid  being  de9led  before  God.   While  there  is  a  need and a  place  for

physical cleanliness, 

what de�les the soul is what comes out of the
heart and not what goes into the body.

17  Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach

and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,

and this deDles a person. 19  For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder,

adultery, sexual immorality, theQ, false witness, slander. 20 These are what deDle

a person.  But to  eat with  unwashed hands does not deDle anyone."  (Ma6.

15:17-20 ESV)

What is your response to this truth?
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August 17 Morning Reading

14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Let a gallows DQy cubits

high be made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon

it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast." This idea pleased Haman, and he

had the gallows made. (Est. 5:14 ESV)

Spurred on by his wife and friends, Haman builds a gallows where he intends to

hang Mordecai.  Li&le does he suspect that this gallows will be used to hang

him.  So it is for all those who refuse to follow the Lord.  The thoughts and

ac�ons of a sinful heart will come back to destroy.  

Keep your eyes open and guard your heart.

11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. (Ps.

119:11)

Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is pregnant with mischief and gives

birth to lies.  He makes a pit, digging it out, and falls into the hole that he has

made.  His  mischief  returns  upon  his  own  head,  and  on  his  own  skull  his

violence descends. (Psalm 7:14-16)

Write some of your thoughts here.
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Evening Reading August 17

The 9rst 9ve chapters of this book are devoted to seOng the stage for Haman’s

destruc�on.  The last 9ve chapters are devoted to describing the humilia�on

and destruc�on of Haman.  

There are in fact many who think this book should not have been included in the

Biblical  canon because it  seems too  vindic�ve in  its  descrip�on of  Haman’s

demise.  God is not vindic�ve, however, God is completely holy.  Unrepented sin,

outside the grace of Jesus Christ, will be punished.  

It is not our place to judge Him as being too harsh in His dealings with sin and

sinners.  

God  has  displayed  tremendous  grace  and
mercy by allowing His Son to su,er to pay the
price that our sin brings.  

He will  have  nothing  to  do  with  sin  and He  will  not  allow sinners  into  His

presence, except through the saving work of His Son Jesus Christ.

Some people think that a good God could never send a person to hell.  I think

they are correct in that es�ma�on.  Where I would disagree with this, is that I

also think that a good God allows people the personal freedom to decide for

themselves to either trust Him, or refuse to trust Him; and by refusing to put

themselves into His loving hands, they determine their own destruc�on.  

God has made a way for all people to be saved.  If some will not accept, but

instead reject God’s o@er, that is not a fault with God.  It is rather a fault in the

character of the person who chooses not to repent.

What is your take on this?
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1 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book

of memorable deeds, the chronicles, and they were read before the king. 2 And

it was found wri6en how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of

the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay

hands on King Ahasuerus. 3  And the king said, "What honor or dis*nc*on has

been bestowed on Mordecai for this?" The king's young men who a6ended him

said, "Nothing has been done for him." (Est. 6:1-3 ESV)

Haman’s undoing begins quietly one night when the king learns about what

Mordecai had done to save the king’s life.  

Evil is undone when the truth is made known.  

A sinner wants to keep his sin hidden.  If he cannot, then guilt will come when

sin is  made known.   Scripture  tells  us  that  the  consequences  of  sin  cannot

escaped.  Ul�mately, the sin will be discovered and the sinner will pay the price

associated with it.

20  So Moses said to them, "If you will do this, if you will take up arms to go

before the LORD for the war, 21 and every armed man of you will pass over the

Jordan before the LORD, un*l he has driven out his enemies from before him  22

and the land is subdued before the LORD; then aQer that you shall return and

be free of obliga*on to the LORD and to Israel,  and this land shall  be your

possession before the LORD. 23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned

against the LORD, and be sure your sin will Dnd you out. (Num. 32:20-23 ESV)
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4  And the king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the

outer court of the king's palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai

hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 5  And the king's young

men told him, "Haman is there, standing in the court." And the king said, "Let

him come in." 6  So Haman came in, and the king said to him, "What should be

done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delights  to  honor?"  And  Haman  said  to

himself, "Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?" 7 And Haman

said to the king, "For the man whom the king delights to honor,  8 let royal robes

be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden,

and on whose head a royal crown is set. 9  And let the robes and the horse be

handed over to one of the king's most noble oJcials. Let them dress the man

whom the king delights to honor, and let them lead him on the horse through

the square of the city, proclaiming before him: 'Thus shall it be done to the man

whom the king delights to honor.'" (Est. 6:4-9 ESV)

The king, in his haste to honor Mordecai, asks who is around the palace.  As it

happens Haman had come in early that day.  He wanted to speak with the king

before  he  got  too  busy.   Haman  had  come  early  to  ask  that  Mordecai  be

hanged.  When Haman learns that the king wishes to honor someone, he is sure

that he is the person the king wants to honor.  So he describes to the king the

way  in  which  he  wants  to  be  honored.   When  he  9nishes  his  elaborate

descrip�on,  the  kings  tells  Haman  to  go  and  do  all  he  has  described  for

Mordecai the Jew.  

Can you imagine what Haman must have thought when he heard the king’s

words?  The irony is palpable.  God wants us to understand that sin destroys us!

We sin thinking it  will  be pleasurable and pro9t us somehow.  In reality  sin

o@ers only destruc�on.  

Haman’s sin is his hatred for Mordecai the Jew.  Now he is forced to humble

himself and bestow a great honor upon Mordecai.  Satan uses sin to bring harm

to Haman in two ways.  Firstly, when Haman hates Mordecai, he sins and brings

condemna�on  upon  himself.   Secondly,  Satan  uses  Haman’s  desire  for  self

aggrandizement and turns  it  into a humilia�on that serves  only  to increase

Haman’s hatred for Mordecai.  

No�ce how the enemy will try to drag us deeper and deeper into sin, and then

uses it to bring about our demise.
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10  Then the king said to Haman, "Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you

have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out

nothing that you have men*oned." 11 So Haman took the robes and the horse,

and  he  dressed  Mordecai  and  led  him  through  the  square  of  the  city,

proclaiming before him,  "Thus shall  it  be  done to  the man whom the king

delights to honor." (Est. 6:10-11 ESV)

The one thing that Haman fears most has now come upon him.  He wants to be

honored and respected by all men.  Now he is reduced to nothing more than a

humble servant who is forced to honor the one whom he hates so terribly.  

Haman has been honored and blessed for quite some �me.  Remember the

descrip�on of his life in Est. 5:11-12.  

Sin promises to enrich us; in the end sin strips
us of everything including our integrity.  

Honor God in all your ways.  Trust Him to be your protec�on.

11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.

(Ps. 91:11 ESV)
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12 Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house,

mourning and with his head covered. 13 And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all

his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and his

wife Zeresh said to him, "If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of

the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him."

(Est. 6:12-13 ESV)

Now that  the  �de  has  turned on Haman and he  has  begun to  receive  the

punishment due him, note how his wife and wise men respond.  Their earlier

advice had been to hang Mordecai.  Now they say, “If Mordecai, before whom

you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but

will surely fall before him."  Pay special a&en�on to the phrase, “is of the Jewish

people.”  They warn Haman that he is in deep trouble if Mordecai is a Jew.  

The writer is emphasizing for us the fact that 

Jehovah  is  the  God  of  the  Jews  and  that
Jehovah will protect his people.  

His advisors had urged him to kill Mordecai.  Now that it is becoming

clearer that God is going to protect Mordecai, they quickly change

their tune and warn Haman to expect trouble.  

Satan works in this way also.  He tries to separate you from friends and family.

He wants to get you alone and unsupported.  If he can do that, then you will be

all the more vulnerable to his a&acks.  

Live your life with integrity in unity with family and friends.  There you will 9nd

strength in �me of need.

Write some of your thoughts here.
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14 While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried

to bring Haman to the feast that Esther had prepared. (Est. 6:14 ESV)

The writer of this book, like the writers of all scripture, is being mo�vated by the

Holy Spirit.  The words themselves are oTen the writers but the overall tone and

the heart of the message are God’s.  Having told the beginning of Haman’s

downfall, before moving on to the next part of that story, the writer includes

this verse.  

The e@ect is to help us to see how quickly Haman’s world falls apart.  No sooner

has his wife and advisors warned him of his coming destruc�on than he is swept

along into the next phase of his demise.  Again Satan is doing his utmost to keep

Haman o@ balance and unprepared as his undoing unfolds.  

The enemy will  use any and every tactic
available to him to do as much harm as he
can.  

When he does this against you, it is all the more important to keep your focus

on Jesus and allow Him to protect you and keep you.

8  Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a

roaring  lion,  seeking  someone  to  devour. 9  Resist  him,  Drm  in  your  faith,

knowing  that  the  same  kinds  of  suIering  are  being  experienced  by  your

brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And aQer you have suIered a li6le while,

the God of  all  grace,  who has called  you to  his  eternal  glory in  Christ,  will

himself  restore,  conDrm,  strengthen,  and  establish  you. 11  To  him  be  the

dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 5:8-11 ESV)
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1  So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2  And on the

second day, as they were drinking wine aQer the feast, the king again said to

Esther, "What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is

your  request? Even to  the half  of  my kingdom, it  shall  be  fulDlled." 3  Then

Queen Esther answered, "If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it

please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my

request. (Est. 7:1-3 ESV)

Finally Esther lets the king know her request.  She has taken her �me to give the

king �me to wonder about what she wants in the hope that he will be more

disposed to grant her request.  The �me has come and the kings tells her again

that he will grant her “to the half of my kingdom.”  She has been pa�ent and

waited for the right �me to make her request known.  

Learning to be a pa�ent person can be a very di�cult lesson.  We may feel at

�mes that things are not moving along fast enough.  

Trusting God also includes trusting Him
to act at the best possible time.

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulDll

his promise as some count slowness, but is pa*ent toward you, not wishing

that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. (2 Pet. 3:8-9 ESV)
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4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to

be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would

have been silent, for our aVic*on is not to be compared with the loss to the

king." 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, and where is he,

who has dared to do this?" (Est. 7:4-5 ESV)

Esther makes her plea known to the king.  No�ce her words, “If we had been

sold merely as slaves… I would have been silent, for our aWic�on is not to be

compared with the loss to the king.”  In other words, if we’d merely been sold as

slaves, then I wouldn’t trouble you because it would be too small a ma&er to

bother the king with it.  

Esther humbles herself and her people before the king – again a&emp�ng to

win his favor.  No�ce how quickly the king takes up her cause, “Who has dared

to do this?”  It is clear from the king’s response that God is with Esther and has

prepared  all  the  right  circumstances  for  this  moment.   Haman’s  demise  is

quickly coming upon him.
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 And Esther said, "A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!" Then Haman was

terriDed before the king and the queen. (Est. 7:6 ESV)

Here is the climax of the book of Esther.  In one rela�vely short verse the villain

is revealed and in no uncertain terms.  Haman has acted quietly behind the

scenes scheming to accomplish his evil intent.  His undoing comes quickly and

openly before the king.  

His response follows just as quickly – he is terri9ed at what has just happened.

He is caught totally o@ guard.  He realizes that he is in deep trouble and cannot

9nd any escape.  He is the epitome of the sinner who has been exposed and

revealed.  

Have you ever been in a situa�on like Haman’s?  Thank God that as long as we

have breath in our lungs, it is not too late to repent and accept His forgiveness!

His mercies are new every morning!

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamenta*ons 3:22-23)

because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from

on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to

guide our feet into the way of peace. (Luke 1:78-79)
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 And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the

palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he

saw that harm was determined against him by the king. (Est. 7:7 ESV)

Haman realizes that there is no point in pleading with the king.  So he must

humble himself to beg Esther to intercede on his behalf.  

We are oTen similar to Haman.  When we are confronted with our guilt, we

have no choice but to plead with God for forgiveness.  Haman will receive no

forgiveness from Esther.  We, however, do 9nd grace and forgiveness when we

repent of our sin.  

Do you see why some people believe that the book of Esther should not be in

the canon?  I can appreciate the viewpoint that we must emphasize God’ grace

and mercy.  And yet, at the same �me we must teach the whole truth of the

Bible.  God is gracious and merciful; He is also holy and perfect.  

God’s holiness is His integrity.  A God who claims to separate Himself completely

from sin and then accepts sinners who refuse to repent, is not a God of integrity,

worthy to be worshiped; it is not our God.

Our God will have nothing to do with sin.  The Father had to turn His back on His

one and only Son as Jesus hung dying on the cross.  If He had comforted Jesus

then He would have been accep�ng sin.  

For Jesus, as He hung on the cross, I think that the pain of being rejected by His

Father was more intense than the physical pain He was subjected to.  Jesus

knew that the Father always heard Him.  Now for the 9rst and only �me, the

Father refused to listen to His Son.  That is the cost of sin.  

The Father, as well as the Son, su@ered as Jesus hung on the cross.  For a �me,

their  rela�onship  was  broken.   The  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  have  been

together as One always and will be together forever.  For a moment in �me

their connectedness was broken in order that you and I might be accepted into

the very heart of the Trinity.  

We are accepted because He was rejected.

What are your thoughts on this?
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8  And the king returned from the palace garden to the place where they were

drinking wine, as Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was. And the

king said, "Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?"

As the word leQ the mouth of  the king,  they covered Haman's face.  9  Then

Harbona, one of the eunuchs in a6endance on the king, said, "Moreover, the

gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is

standing at Haman's house, DQy cubits high." And the king said, "Hang him on

that." 10  So  they  hanged  Haman  on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for

Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king abated. (Est. 7:8-10 ESV)

Haman’s sin was revealed in Est. 7:6.  By v. 10 of the same chapter, Haman has

been executed.  At �mes, it may seem as though people escape any punishment

for their sin; but things are not always as they seem.  In the end God will punish

all sin.  

Rest assured that you are always be&er o@ to avoid sin.  Any bene9t gained

from sin will not last.  All sin will end in loss for the sinner.

21  Be assured, an evil person will not go unpunished, but the oIspring of the

righteous will be delivered. (Prov. 11:21 ESV)

13  Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses

and forsakes them will obtain mercy. (Prov. 28:13 ESV)

What do you think?
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What struck you most in this week’s readings from Esther? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve

received?
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Notes from gathering with my Home Church.
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1  On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the

enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told

what he was to her. 2 And the king took oI his signet ring, which he had taken

from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house

of Haman. (Est. 8:1-2 ESV)

Haman had prided himself on all his wealth and possessions.  ATer he has been

killed, his belongings were all given over to Mordecai.  

It is the meek who will inherit the earth!  When the king learns the complete

truth  about  Mordecai,  who  has  saved  the  king’s  life  earlier,  he  rewards

Mordecai.  Mordecai had remained faithful to God throughout this en�re story. 

Only as we near the end does his blessing come.  The message is clear.  Stay

faithful and true.  

Even when it looks like evil is going to win,
hold  the  course  and  God  will  bring  you
through in the end.  

As you pray today, thank and praise God for His faithfulness.  He will  never

forsake you.  He is able to save you in every circumstance.  In Him you are able

to overcome!

14  They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is

Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and

faithful." (Rev. 17:14 ESV)
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 Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded

with him to avert the evil plan of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had

devised against the Jews. 4 When the king held out the golden scepter to Esther,

Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 And she said, "If it please the king, and

if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems right before the king,

and I  am pleasing in his  eyes,  let an order be wri6en to revoke the le6ers

devised by Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to

destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces of the king. (Est. 8:3-5 ESV)

Haman has been destroyed but the decree he’d asked for was s�ll  in place.

There was s�ll a day appointed where all the people of Ahasuerus’ kingdom

would be allowed to kill Jews.  There was s�ll an important issue that had to be

dealt with.

When we sin we some�mes create situa�ons and condi�ons that go beyond

ourselves.   Haman has  been punished personally  but  the  ma&er  is  not  yet

closed.  

Praise God that He is able to resolve every problem.  

As the story con�nues, watch to see what God will do to save His people.
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6  For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or how

can I bear to see the destruc*on of my kindred?" 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to

Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, "Behold, I have given Esther the house

of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he intended to

lay hands on the Jews. 8  But you may write as you please with regard to the

Jews, in  the name of the king, and seal it  with the king's ring,  for an edict

wri6en in  the name of  the king and sealed with  the king's  ring cannot be

revoked." (Est. 8:6-8 ESV)

Esther begs for the safety of her people.  The king is sympathe�c.  He con9rms

this by reminding her of what he has just done to Haman.  But the law of the

land remains.  The king cannot undo the decree that had already been issued.

He gives permission to Esther to write as she may please but he cannot revoke

the decree to destroy all Jews.

The situa�on is bleak.  How will God be able to release His people from this

death sentence?  From the king’s point of view there was nothing that could be

done.  Perhaps you’ve felt that way before.  Maybe you’ve reached the end of

your rope without any hope that you might be delivered from your troubles.  

How has God helped you in such circumstances in the past?

26 But Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God

all things are possible." (Ma6. 19:26 ESV)
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9  The king's scribes were summoned at that *me, in the third month, which is

the  month  of  Sivan,  on  the  twenty-third  day.  And  an  edict  was  wri6en,

according to all that Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews, to the satraps

and the governors and the oJcials of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127

provinces, to each province in its own script and to each people in its own

language, and also to the Jews in their  script and their  language.  10  And he

wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's signet ring.

Then he sent the le6ers by mounted couriers riding on swiQ horses that were

used in the king's service, bred from the royal stud, (Est. 8:9-10 ESV)

Mordecai uses the authority that the king had given to write a decree for the

whole land.  In these two verses we see that Mordecai has wri&en but we are

not yet told what is wri&en.  Essen�ally we’re told that God has provided a

solu�on but we are not told just yet what that solu�on might be.  

In my li&le world I some�mes want my giTs to be neatly wrapped up with a

pre&y bow on top.  I want to know exactly how things are going to work out.

But what I want and what God wants can some�mes be two di@erent things.  Is

it really so important that I know and understand all the details that God has

coordinated to bring a solu�on to my problem?  What God desires is a heart

that is given over to His will.  He wants that I should trust Him without knowing

all the �ny details.  He wants me to trust Him for each situa�on as it arises.  But

just as importantly, if not more importantly, 

He wants me to have an attitude of trust that
is con�dent in Him even when I’m not aware
of any threat.  

Here in Est. 8:9-10, we see that God is working security for His people.  We will

very shortly learn how He is doing it.

1  My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments,  2

for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.  3 Let not steadfast

love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the

tablet of your heart. 4 So you will Dnd favor and good success in the sight of God and

man. 5  Trust  in  the  LORD  with  all  your  heart,  and  do  not  lean  on  your  own

understanding. 6  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your

paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.  8 It will

be healing to your Tesh and refreshment to your bones. 9 Honor the LORD with your

wealth and with the DrsWruits of all your produce; 10  then your barns will be Dlled

with plenty, and your vats will be burs*ng with wine. (Prov. 3:1-10 ESV)
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11  saying that the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and

defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any

people or province that might a6ack them, children and women included, and

to plunder  their  goods, 12  on  one  day throughout  all  the  provinces  of  King

Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelQh month, which is the month of

Adar. (Est. 8:11-12 ESV)

Now we see Mordecai’s  decree.   He cannot undo the decree that had been

wri&en by Haman but, importantly, he can add to it!  The people of the kingdom

will have a day when they can a&ack the Jews but now the Jews will be able to

defend themselves against all such a&acks.  

The tables have been turned once again.  Under Haman’s decree the Jews had

to fear for their safety.  Now it is the enemies of the Jews who must be fearful

for the own lives if they do indeed a&ack.  

It is impossible to ou&hink God.  Don’t bother was�ng your �me trying.  He will

always win out.  The good news is that He is for you and He is working things

out in a way that will pro9t everyone who puts his/her trust in Him.

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,

for those who are called according to his purpose. (Rom. 8:28 ESV)
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13  A copy of what was wri6en was to be issued as a decree in every province,

being publicly displayed to all peoples, and the Jews were to be ready on that

day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14  So the couriers, mounted on their

swiQ horses that were used in the king's service, rode out hurriedly, urged by

the king's command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. (Est. 8:13-

14 ESV)

We are told that all the requirements of the law of the Medes and the Persians

are being met.  God’s plan to save His people will not fail due to some �ny detail

of the law being overlooked.  God is perfect in all His ways.  

His ability to save and keep you is far greater
than any enemy’s ability to do you harm.  

Perhaps you’ve been in some situa�on in the past that looked hopeless.  Thank

God  for  the  con9dence  that  He  ins�lls  in  us  when  He  delivers  us  out  of

seemingly impossible situa�ons!

Write some of your thoughts here.
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August 26 Morning Reading

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue

and white, with a great golden crown and a robe of Dne linen and purple, and

the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. (Est. 8:15 ESV)

Haman had worked hard to glorify himself.  Mordecai has also worked hard.

Mordecai’s intent all along was to be true to God.  Haman ul�mately failed in

his a&empts to magnify himself.  Now Mordecai receives the honor that is due

him for his faithfulness.  

Mordecai had done all he could to help his people, and God honored his e@orts.

Mordecai is a role model for us.  He demonstrates the faithfulness that God

wants from us.  He also demonstrates the faithfulness that God has toward us.

God is truly able to bring us through every trial.

What is your response to this?
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Evening Reading August 26

16  The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. 17  And in every province

and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there

was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from

the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had

fallen on them. (Est. 8:16-17 ESV)

Mordecai’s success is not just a victory for him.  All the Jews were bene9ted by

what he’d done.  His success became their success.  

Our actions do not a,ect us alone.  They reach
out beyond us even to our peers.

God  uses  us  to  have  an  important  and  las�ng  impact  on  our

communi�es.  This is a double edged sword.  If we sin, we need to

know that our sin is all the more condemned because of the harm it

does to others.  

5  "Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6  but whoever

causes one of these li6le ones who believe in me to sin, it would be be6er for

him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in

the depth of the sea. (Ma6. 18:5-6 ESV)

Write some of your thoughts here.
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August 27 Morning Reading

16  The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. 17  And in every province

and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there

was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from

the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had

fallen on them. (Est. 8:16-17 ESV)

The last part of v. 17 tells us that many people declared themselves Jews in

response  to  what  had  happened.   When  people  see  that  God  answers

someone’s prayer, they naturally want to know more about that God.  

When we behave as faithful believers we not
only receive God’s blessings in return, but we
also  present  a  positive  in�uence  on  those
around us who are not believers.  

Whatever you do, you can know for sure that you are being observed.  You are

having an impact on the lives of those around you.  Allow God to use you by

being an obedient disciple.  I think that we may be surprised when we reach

heaven  and  meet  some  of  those  whose  lives  we  impacted  without  even

knowing it.

What do you think?
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Evening Reading August 27

1 Now in the twelQh month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day

of the same, when the king's command and edict were about to be carried out,

on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over

them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated

them. (Est. 9:1 ESV)

When the day 9nally arrives for the two decrees to be enacted, things turn out

well for the Jews.  Clearly God was blessing His people.  The Jews were, in all

likelihood, outnumbered yet God gave them a great victory over their enemies.  

Once again we see God blessing and keeping His people.  God intends for these

scriptures to encourage us.  He wants us to know that He is for us.  He wants us

to know that He will never forsake us.  

He wants us to trust Him for all things and to
worry about nothing.

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more

than food, and the body more than clothing? (Ma6. 6:25 ESV)

Week 4:  Esther 7:7 – 9:4 58



August 28 Morning Reading

2  The  Jews  gathered  in  their  ci*es  throughout  all  the  provinces  of  King

Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could

stand against them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. (Est. 9:2 ESV)

Here we see again how God had caused His people to be victorious.  This verse

uses a phrase that originated in the book of Joshua.  (See Jos. 2:9)  It is used

also in Est. 8:17.  The author inten�onally uses this phrase to make the point the

God was with His people in exile just as He had been with them as they were

defea�ng the people in the Promised Land.  

Where you happen to be when a crisis arises is not important.  God is able to

keep you wherever you may be.  The is no place that is beyond His reach.  You

can be con9dent in His care everywhere you are and at all �mes.

Take a moment to re;ect on this wonderful truth.
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Evening Reading August 28

3  All the oJcials of the provinces and the satraps and the governors and the

royal agents also helped the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them.
4For Mordecai was great in the king’s house, and his fame spread throughout

all the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew more and more powerful.  (Est.

9:3-4 ESV)

The writer brings our a&en�on back to Mordecai once again.  Having just said

that the fear of the Jews had fallen on these people, he more speci9cally says

that it was fear of Mordecai.  The writer is once again emphasizing the role that

Mordecai plays in the story.  While the book is named for Esther, Mordecai’s

role is not less important than hers.  The model of his faithfulness to God and

the way in which he works to deliver his people is an important one for us to

emulate.  

We are  commanded to love God and our  neighbor as  ourselves.   Mordecai

demonstrates how those commands worked out in his life.  May we be found as

true and faithful as he was.

Write some of your thoughts here.
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August 29 Morning Reading

5 The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them,

and did as they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In Susa the citadel itself the

Jews killed and destroyed 500 men, 7 and also killed Parshandatha and Dalphon

and Aspatha 8 and Poratha and Adalia and Aridatha 9 and Parmashta and Arisai

and Aridai and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the

enemy of the Jews, but they laid no hand on the plunder. (Est. 9:5-10 ESV)

As the book is drawing to a close, the writer tells us of the complete victory of

the Jews over their enemies.  The writer includes the deaths of Haman’s ten

sons.  Once again the writer shows the complete destruc�on of Haman.  He will

have no surviving heir.  The wicked will be en�rely cut o@.  They will have no

part in the community that survives into eternity.  Their destruc�on is complete

and total.  

Remember that God is not willing that any should perish.  That any soul should

be lost is not the will of God.  Imitate God in all your ways.  Be as concerned for

the lost as He is.  He is overjoyed when a sinner repents.  

Join Him in His jubilation every time a new
soul enters eternal life!

4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does

not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go aQer the one that is lost,

un*l  he  Dnds  it? 5  And  when  he  has  found  it,  he  lays  it  on  his  shoulders,

rejoicing. 6  And when he comes home, he calls  together his  friends and his

neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that

was lost.' 7  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

(Lk. 15:4-7 ESV)

What are your thoughts on this?
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Evening Reading August 29

 That very day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to

the king. 12 And the king said to Queen Esther, "In Susa the citadel the Jews have

killed and destroyed 500 men and also the ten sons of Haman. What then have

they done in the rest of the king's provinces! Now what is your wish? It shall be

granted you.  And what further  is  your  request? It  shall  be  fulDlled." 13  And

Esther said,  "If  it  please the king,  let the Jews who are in Susa be allowed

tomorrow also  to  do according to  this  day's  edict.  And let  the ten sons of

Haman be hanged on the gallows." (Est. 9:11-13 ESV)

The king, in his desire to completely vindicate Esther over Haman, grants her

one more request – whatever it may be.  Esther’s request has two parts.  First

she asks that the Jews in Susa be given one more day to avenge themselves

against their enemies.  Secondly, she asks that Haman’s ten sons be hanged on

the gallows.  

With  her  request  that  Haman’s  ten  sons  be  hanged  on  the  gallows,  I  can

understand how some might see this book as being vindic�ve.  I believe that the

author’s intent is only to demonstrate how completely God has delivered His

people  from the hands  of  their  enemies.   Rest  assured that as  you remain

faithful to God He will totally deliver you out of your trials.  He is for you and no

one and nothing can resist His will.

What do you think?
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August 29

What struck you most in this week’s readings from Esther? 

What ques�ons or comments did you come away with? 

How does what you learned relate to your life? 

How does it relate to the Church family? 

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve

received?
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August 29

Notes from gathering with my Home Church.
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August 30 Morning Reading

 So the king commanded this to be done. A decree was issued in Susa, and the

ten sons of Haman were hanged. 15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered also on

the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and they killed 300 men in Susa, but

they laid no hands on the plunder. 16 Now the rest of the Jews who were in the

king's provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and got relief from their

enemies and killed 75,000 of those who hated them, but they laid no hands on

the plunder. 17 This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the

fourteenth day they rested and made that a day of feas*ng and gladness. 18 But

the  Jews  who  were  in  Susa  gathered  on  the  thirteenth  day  and  on  the

fourteenth, and rested on the DQeenth day, making that a day of feas*ng and

gladness. 19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in the rural towns, hold

the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day for gladness and feas*ng, as a

holiday, and as a day on which they send giQs of food to one another. (Est.

9:14-19 ESV)

The king grants Esther’s request.  The story then goes on to tell how the Jews in

the countryside celebrated on the 14th of Adar .  But the Jews in Susa were given

an extra day to 9ght their enemies.  So the Jews in Susa celebrated on the 15th

of Adar.  

As was said earlier, this Jewish holiday is celebrated today even though it is

considered a minor holiday on the Jewish calendar.  The thing to remember is

that the details are very important for God’s people.  They did not decide to

make one common date for the celebra�on of Purim.  The holiday is celebrated

on two di@erent days depending on where you live.  The Jews, or at least many

of them, are very par�cular about the exact details of how to worship God.  This

can lead to legalism that is overbearing and at �mes counter produc�ve.  S�ll

details do ma&er.  It is good to remember and to apply them in such a way as to

honor God.  

We  should  honor  God  as  accurately  and
e,ectively as we can without going so far as
placing unnecessary burdens upon people.

What do you think?
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Evening Reading August 30

20 And Mordecai recorded these things and sent le6ers to all the Jews who were

in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far,  21  obliging them to

keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the DQeenth day of the

same,  year  by  year, 22  as  the  days  on  which  the  Jews  got  relief  from their

enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into

gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days

of feas*ng and gladness, days for sending giQs of food to one another and giQs

to the poor. (Est. 9:20-22 ESV)

Mordecai does not consider his work done just yet.  It is not enough that his

people have been protected.  He went one step further and wrote to them that

they must remember what had happened.  

When God acts on our behalf it is not enough to thank Him and then forget all

about it.  We need to remember what He has done.  In this way we renew and

strengthen ourselves so that we will be be&er prepared for the next challenge

to come.  

Never forget what God has done for you.
Be thankful always.  

Trust Him that as He has delivered you in the past, He is able to deliver  you

again whenever a need arises!

Write some of your thoughts here.
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August 31 Morning Reading

23  So the Jews accepted what they had started to do, and what Mordecai had

wri6en to them. 24 For Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy

of all the Jews, had plo6ed against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur

(that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. 25 But when it came before the

king, he gave orders in wri*ng that his evil plan that he had devised against the

Jews  should  return  on  his  own  head,  and  that  he  and  his  sons  should  be

hanged on the gallows. 26 Therefore they called these days Purim, aQer the term

Pur. Therefore, because of all that was wri6en in this le6er, and of what they

had faced in this ma6er, and of what had happened to them, 27 the Jews Drmly

obligated themselves and their oIspring and all who joined them, that without

fail they would keep these two days according to what was wri6en and at the

*me appointed every year, 28  that these days should be remembered and kept

throughout every genera*on, in every clan, province, and city, and that these

days of Purim should never fall  into disuse among the Jews, nor should the

commemora*on of these days cease among their descendants. (Est. 9:23-28

ESV)

The writer summarizes the story of the book of Esther as he brings things to a

close.  The command is to celebrate the holiday once a year.  But that does not

mean to forget about it except for the 14th or 15th of Adar.  On the contrary, the

writer gives us a short summary so that we can quickly remind ourselves of this

story.  

Who knows what kind of trials may lie ahead for any of us?  

By remembering as many of these stories of
deliverance as we can, we remind ourselves
of the greatness of our God.  

He is certain to bring us through any trial that the enemy may devise.  

Do you trust Him?  Trust Him yet more!  

Do you know Him?  Aim to know Him even be&er!  

Do you love Him?  Seek to love Him more thoroughly, even with all your being!
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Evening Reading August 31

29  Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew gave full

wri6en authority, conDrming this second le6er about Purim. 30 Le6ers were sent

to all the Jews, to the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, in words of

peace  and  truth, 31  that  these  days  of  Purim  should  be  observed  at  their

appointed seasons, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther obligated them, and

as they had obligated themselves and their oIspring, with regard to their fasts

and their lamen*ng. 32  The command of Esther conDrmed these prac*ces of

Purim, and it was recorded in wri*ng.

King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and on the coastlands of the sea.  2 And

all the acts of his power and might, and the full account of the high honor of

Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not wri6en in the Book of

the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 3  For Mordecai the Jew was

second  in  rank  to  King  Ahasuerus,  and  he  was  great  among the  Jews  and

popular with the mul*tude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his

people and spoke peace to all his people. (Est. 9:29-10:3 ESV)

Here  we  see  both  Esther  and  Mordecai  use  their  authority  to  order  the

observa�on of  Purim for all  �me.  The book closes with a reminder of  how

Mordecai had risen in power to become the most powerful man in all Media-

Persia, second only to King Ahasuerus himself.  

Here is a clear indica�on of how God will honor the person who submits himself

to God and seeks to do God’s will always.  We must always remember 9rst to

love God and second to love our neighbor like ourselves.

...for those who honor me I will  honor, and those who despise me shall  be

lightly esteemed. (1 Samuel 2:30)

Write some of your thoughts here.
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