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Welcome to the July edition of Praxis! Throughout this month we will

dive into the book of 1 John, written by the apostle John around the year 100. 

The readings are brief, in order to cover the Scripture, present the thought,

and allow you time to take it in through meditation, contemplation, and prayer.

We encourage you to record your responses and the things that the Holy Spirit

shows you.  

Each reading is set up according to the ancient practice of the daily

office, with a reading for morning hours, and a reading for the evening hours.

Of  course,  when and how you do this  is  completely  up to  you,  but  we do

encourage you to do it at the same time and place each day, in order to simplify

and develop the habit. 

Take your time and soak in it. Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you each day. 

This compilation has been designed to lead us into the Scripture each day, to

help empower us in the Holy Spirit and Truth, and to culminate in the Home

Church experience. 

Make special note of the pages given to each Sunday, take time to

review your readings and responses from the week.  This will help prepare you

for a richer experience in Home Church, through both sharing and receiving.

If you are not yet part of a Home Church, we would love to have you

experience for  yourself!  Find out more from the person who gave you this

book, or reach us at www.GracewayRI.org 

The commentary that accompanies

each  reading  is  written  by  Ed

Pichette Sr., who serves as an elder

and  a  Home  Church  Leader  at

Graceway Community. 



June 28 Morning Reading

13  I  am  writing  to  you,  fathers,  because  you  know  him  who  is  from  the
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  14  I write to
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I  write to
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one. (1 Jn. 2:13-14 ESV)

I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know
it, and because no lie is of the truth. (1 Jn. 2:21 ESV)

In 1Jn 2:13, 14 and 21, John explains his purpose for writing 1 John.  Following
his opening remarks in 1Jn 1, he repeatedly uses the phrase, “I am writing to
you because …”  Because laying out the details of his message, he wants us to
know his purpose in writing these letters.  This month we’ll use John’s intentions
here in 1Jn 2 as the spring board to look more closely at his letters.  Notice how
John repeats himself in vv. 13 and 14.  Notice that he in v. 21 he has saved for
his last listed intention the fact that he’s writing because we know the truth.

In your time with the Lord today, review the reasons why you’ve chosen to make
Him Lord of your life.  Consider how it is that you are working to make His
Lordship a more central theme of your life.  

Remember where you’ve come from and consider 
where it is that you are expecting to go.  

What changes can you make to structure your daily routines so that you might
better direct yourself forward in your relationship with Him?  Where are you
going?  How will you get there?  What costs are involved in that process?  Is it
worth the effort?

1 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



Evening Reading June 28

31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water,
that he might be revealed to Israel." (Jn. 1:31 ESV)

John, the baptist, confesses that he himself did not recognize the Christ at first.
It was only as time passed and he watched the Messiah’s ministry that he came
to understand who Jesus truly was.  It was not necessary for John to recognize
Him any sooner than he did.  John knew who he was.  He knew the calling that
the Father had placed on him.  He prepared himself to play that role and did not
involve himself in too much more.  The time would come later.  There would be
a day when John would see Jesus and know Him for who He was.

The same is true for us.  We have (at least I do) a desire to know far more than I
need to know.   All I need to know is what is God asking me to do today.  I have
to submit myself to His lordship over me and allow Him, through the Holy Spirit
living  in  me,  to  accomplish  what  He  want  me  to  be  doing.   My  questions,
important  though  they  me  be  to  me,  are  not  necessarily  important  to  my
achieving the goals that God has set for me.  I need to make Him Lord first and
do His bidding and, in due time, He will answer all my questions.  

Fulfillment is found in doing the will of God, 
not in knowing all the details of the hows 

and whys of His working in the world.

33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you. (Matt. 6:33 ESV)

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 2



June 29 Morning Reading

1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life-- 2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen
it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us-- (1 Jn. 1:1-2 ESV)

“That  which  was  from  the  beginning.”   John  opens  his  first  epistle  with  a
reminder of who Jesus is.  He was “from the beginning.”  What does it mean to
say that He was from the beginning?  He is the firstborn – not the first born in
the sense that He is the eldest.  

Rather, Jesus is the firstborn – 
the most imminent, 
the most valuable, 
the most important, 
the very source of creation.  

He has such great value because in Him alone can the Father remain completely
separate  from  sin  and  yet  welcome us,  once  horrid  sinners,  into  His  very
presence.  

From the Father’s point of view, the whole purpose of creation is to be able to
share eternity with His creatures who love Him and seek His presence.  Without
the Son and His sacrifice that could never happen.  Our separation would be
total and unending.  The Father’s purpose for creating would be rendered null
and void – completely fruitless!  Jesus truly is the firstborn!

3 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



Evening Reading June 29

1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life-- 2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen
it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us-- (1 Jn. 1:1-2 ESV)

Next John describes Jesus in v. 2 as that “which we have heard, which we have
seen with out eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with out hands.”  

It is amazing to think that this most perfect
and most powerful firstborn of God should
make Himself so available to us.  

With  the  very  senses  that  He  has  given  to  people,  some  have  already
experienced Him!  
His words were heard by human ears.  Fleshly eyes beheld His face.  
Human hands reached out to take hold of the Son of Man – some to gently
caress Him – others to arrest Him and drag Him to a horrible death.

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 4



June 30 Morning Reading

1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life-- 2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen
it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us-- (1 Jn. 1:1-2 ESV)

In  v.  2  John declares  that  “life  was made manifest.”   Greek has  two words

commonly translated as “life.”  One is bioj  (bios) which refers to biological or

physical life.  The other zwh (zoe) which refers to spiritual life.  The word used

here in 1Jn 1:2 is  zwn – so what was experienced by human senses was not
mere physical reality but true spiritual reality as well.  

In meeting Jesus, people meet the source and 
the ultimate goal and purpose of spiritual life!

All the fullness that God intended for us is found in Him!  He is the source of life.
He is the support for life.  He is the end goal or purpose of life.

5 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



Evening Evening June 30

1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life-- 2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen
it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us-- (1 Jn. 1:1-2 ESV)

John goes on in v. 2 to declare that since “life was made manifest” and since
“we have seen it and testify to it” we are now able to “proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us.”  
Here is the purpose why God has left us in the world after saving us.  If God’s
only  purpose were  to save us,  then once that  goal  was achieved He would
remove us from the world.  He has not removed us!  He has left us here so that
we might testify and proclaim eternal life to all those who do not yet believe! 

    Just as the Father’s purpose is completed 
    in the Son, so too, as Paul says, we fill up 
    what is lacking the suffering of Christ.

24  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church,
(Col. 1:24 ESV)

Just as Christ died to fulfill the Father’s purpose to offer eternal life to all who
would believe in Him, even so we now complete what is still lacking.  What is it
that is lacking in the suffering of Christ – only that many have not yet heard.
We fill up what is lacking by bring the gospel message to everyone.  Having
been saved, we’ve now become part of the Father’s plan to bring the news of
salvation to all people.  That is why the Holy Spirit lives in you today.  

By the power of the Spirit you now can use your life to complete the work of
Christ in the world.  How is the gift that God has given to you at work in your life
to fill up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions?

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 6



July 1 Morning Reading

3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. (1 Jn. 1:3 ESV)

In v. 3 John turns his attention from what God has done to what he and his
contemporaries  (and  by  extension  we)  are  doing  in  the  world.   That  is,
broadcasting the news that eternal life is now available to mankind because of
what Jesus has done.  He explains the reason for his proclamation – “so that
you too may have fellowship with us.”  

One of the goals of evangelism 
is to create a fellowship among believers.  

We are meant to live life together.  It is God’s intention that we should be a
vibrant community – supporting and encouraging one another.  This is one way
we glorify God.

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life and have it abundantly. (Jn. 10:10 ESV)

Jesus  explicitly  said  that  He  came  “that  they  may  have  life  and  have  it
abundantly.”  How do we experience “abundant” life?  It is by sharing life with
the world and with our church.  All of eternity will be spent with the Trinity and
with one another.  In our local churches we get a small foretaste of what that
will be like.  To live life abundantly is to know even as you are known.  This idea
will reach its fulfillment when we reach heaven.

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. (1 Cor. 13:12 ESV)

Are you living out your life in connection with the church as God has intended.
How could and should you use your gift to encourage the church more?  How
can the church help and support you more as you grow in the grace of Christ?
God’s intention is that we should do life together – together with one another
and together  with Him.   In  today’s  church  (in  my  experience),  I  think most
believers do individually seek a closer relation with God.  I  also believe that
most of us do not make use of the church as we might.  If that is true then we
are failing to do all we can to grow in Christ.
What do you think?

7 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



Evening Reading July 1

3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. (1 Jn. 1:3 ESV)

John concludes this opening greeting by reminding us that our fellowship is with
the Father and the Son.  Why did the Father create the universe in the first
place?  His desire has always been that He might have fellowship with us and
we with Him.  When I consider my sin, I realize how helpless I am on my own.
But I can’t allow that sort of thinking to have control over me.  Yes I am sinful,
BUT God still loves me and wants a sincere and honest relationship with me.  He
wants  that  so  intensely  that  He  is  willing  to  forsake  His  Son to  make  that
relationship between Him and me possible.  Don’t allow the enemy of your soul
to deceive you.  You are of incredible importance and value to your Father!  He
wants nothing more than to spend all eternity together with you and me.  

Be totally open and sincere with Him 
because He has been open and 
sincere in expressing His love for you.

3  When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place,  4  what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?  5  Yet you have made him a little
lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  6  You
have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things
under his feet, 7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,  8 the birds
of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the
seas. 9  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:3-9
ESV)

Write some of your thoughts here.

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 8



July 2 Morning Reading

4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
(1 Jn. 1:4 ESV)

Working in the church and doing the doing the things that God asks of you can,
at times, be difficult.  Here in v. 4, John explains part of the reason why he does
what he does.  He has learned from experience that nothing satisfies the soul
more than doing God’s will.  

As birds were meant to fly and fish to swim, 
we are meant to live in community.  

When all is said and done, nothing is bring more satisfaction and pure joy to
you than being with God and being together with other believers!  It is difficult
work.  It is also risky.  We become vulnerable when we love others as God asks
us to do.  But that is not different from what God Himself has done.  He too
became vulnerable – to the point where He suffered the pain of denying His love
for His Son.  He did so to prove His sincerity beyond any doubt.  

He withheld nothing;  He continues to withhold nothing in  His  endeavors  to
reach each of us.

What about you and me?  Are we completely and totally open and available to
God.  Is there anything that we would withhold?  If there is then that thing has
become an idol.  It must be done away with.  No one and nothing can be of
more importance that God.  He is a jealous God – not because he is in any way
a selfish God.  Rather He knows that our best interests can be met only in Him.
He is jealous for my sake!  He is jealous to benefit me and not for Himself.  He
created me and so he knows and understands me better than I  understand
myself.  It is for my good that He wants me to value Him above all other things
or persons.

Does He hold top priority in your life?  What other things or people are there in
your life that rival for your time and attention?  Are there any idols that vie for
your  attention?  How can you devote  yourself  more fully  to  your  Father  in
heaven?  Nothing can bring more fulfillment and joy  that  devoting yourself
completely to Him.

9 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



Evening Reading July 2

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn. 1:5 ESV)

Now John begins to explain how he sees God.  He begins by saying that “God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all.”  Darkness is the absence of light.  Have
you ever tried to solve a problem and felt that you were missing something.
That something might be a physical tangible object that you need to fix the
problem.  It might also be an idea or understanding that you need to resolve the
issue.  

When  John  says  that  God  is  light,  he  is
saying that in God are to be found all the
necessary  things  for  life  to  be  full  and
whole.  

There is no darkness in Him – nothing is missing.  He is sufficient for Himself and
for us.  We need all that He is and nothing more.  If we were to have some idol
in our lives, we would be saying that God alone is not enough.  To take an idol is
to try add to God something that is missing.  To take an idol is to say that God
alone is not all we need.  To take any idol is to deny that God is indeed God!

Is  God  big  enough  for  you?   Do  you  seek  anything  beyond  Him  to  find
wholeness?  Satan will use the circumstances of your life in very subtle ways to
attempt to get your focus off God and on to something (anything) else.  He
wants to deflect your attention from God to begin to build a wall of separation
between you and God.  Do not allow him to do so.

5  Trust  in  the  LORD  with  all  your  heart,  and  do  not  lean  on  your  own
understanding. 6  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight
your paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from
evil. 8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. (Prov. 3:5-8
ESV)

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 10



July 3 Morning Reading

6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and
do not practice the truth. (1 Jn. 1:6 ESV)

In  our  thinking we often associate  light  with truth and honesty;  we equate
darkness with lies and falsity.  Pay close attention to John’s words here.  He is
claiming that if we claim to have fellowship with Him but are at the same time
living our lives in such a way that sin is still present in a continuing ongoing way
then we are liars.  If I say that I am a believer while at the same time I continue
supporting myself by stealing continually from others then I am a liar and am
not practicing the truth.  If I say that I am a believer and at the same time I am
continuously  coveting  my  neighbor’s  possessions  and  plotting how  to  make
them my own, then I am a liar.  John is NOT saying that I have to work for my
salvation.  He is saying that if my salvation is real, if my faith in God is true and
honest, then I will not, I cannot, live in unrepentant sin.  Here John and James
agree.  

If  faith  is  real  and  genuine  then  good
works will be a natural outflow from and
evidence of that faith.

18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith
apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. (Jas. 2:18
ESV)

11 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



Evening Reading July 3

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 Jn. 1:7 ESV)

Having explained what a believer’s life must not look like int v. 6, John continues
in v. 7 to explain what it will look like.  

A good, healthy Christian life is one that is
lived in fellowship with other believers.  

We live together with other and all of us acknowledge that it only by the blood
of Jesus that we are cleansed from sin.  Guilt has a terrible effect on healthy
people.  It is paralyzing.  In every other major world religion, congregants are
taught about their shortcomings (sins).  They are taught that they then begin a
journey  working  in  the  hope  that  they  will  somehow  one  day  attain  a
relationship with God.  It is Christianity alone that teaches that the first things
to happen in the life of a new believer are forgiveness of all sin and communion
with God.  

Our God wants us to be free from everything that might interfere with our
relationship with Him.

Is there anything in your life that is limiting your communion with the Father?
What can be done to remove that (those) thing(s)?
Take time today to thank God for His gift of forgiveness.  Thank and praise Him
that every obstacle has been removed so that you have full access into His very
throne room.  

16  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:16 ESV)

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 12



July 4

What struck you most in this week’s readings in 1 John?

What questions or comments did you come away with?

How does what you learned relate to your life?  
How does it relate to the Church family?

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve
received?

13 Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7



July 4

As you spend a few moments in prayer, express your praise and
gratitude to God below:

Week 1: 1 John 1:1 to 1 John 1:7 14



July 5 Morning Evening

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
(1 Jn. 1:8 ESV)

There is a nuance in the Greek here.  The phrase “if we say we have no sin”
speaks in an ongoing continuous sense.  In other words, it is as though it said,
“if we say we never fall to sin in any way shape or form.”  To put it in a more
positive way, “If we say we are always perfect in all our ways.”

Do you see John’s purpose here as he opens this letter.  First he tells us that we,
as Christians, cannot go on living our lives constantly sinning as we did before
we became believers.  On the other hand, we should not think that we are now
perfect in all our ways.  

We may fall to sin from time to time 
but it should not be a continuous way of life.

We cannot continue to live as we did before we became believers.  If anyone
does then he deceives himself and there is no truth in him.  But don’t expect
that you are now totally free from the grip of sin and that it no longer has any
influence  over  you.   Hebrews  states  clearly  that  there  are  two  seemingly
contradictory truths about every believer.  At the same time we have already
been made perfect and we are in the process of being made more holy.  If we’re
already perfect then we’re already holy.  If we’re being made more holy then
we’re being made more perfect.  So which is it?  Are we perfectly holy or not?
According to the author of Hebrews, it’s both!

14  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being
sanctified. (Heb. 10:14 ESV)

15 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



Evening Reading                                    July 5

9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 Jn. 1:9-10 ESV)

John sums up his teaching about the what it is like to be a sinner.  We need to
recognize and repent of any sin we may commit.  If we deny that there is any
sin in us at all, then God’s word does not abide in us.  We are not perfect in
ourselves.  If we claim that we are, then we’re liars.  At the same time, we are
forgiven of all our sins and we should live without any sense of guilt.  The price
of our sin has been fully paid.  God wants us to take full  advantage of that
truth!  

Does the enemy still try to make you feel guilty for past sin?  Don’t allow that to
happen!  Someone has famously said, “When Satan reminds you of your past,
you remind him of his future!”

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 16



July 6 Morning Reading

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. (1 Jn. 2:1 ESV)

In essence, chapter 2 of 1 John opens by repeating the idea that closed the first
chapter.  Our goal is to avoid sin.  But if we do sin, we have an advocate – a
lawyer – someone to intercede for us on our behalf.  Again we see that the goal
is to avoid sin totally.  But if we do sin we can repent and ask Jesus to intercede
on our behalf.  This idea is critically important.  

There were some early  church groups that failed to understand this.   Some
believed that, upon being baptized, all one’s sins were forgiven.  But if anyone
sinned after being baptized, those sins could not be forgiven and so anyone who
sinned after being baptized would be lost eternally with no hope of redemption.
This belief led to the practice of trying to put off baptism until just before the
moment of death.  

Can you imagine the pressure that people lived under?  Living believing that
they were condemned because they had not yet been baptized and afraid that
death would overtake them without the opportunity to be baptized!  Praise God
that forgiveness is not dependent on baptism.  

Forgiveness is dependent only of sincere faith 
in the blood of Jesus Christ, and nothing more.

Thank God in prayer today that you have been totally cleansed from sin.  You no
longer live in guilt – you have been made perfect in Christ – even as you are
continuing to grow in the process of being made holy.

17 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



Evening Reading July 6

2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world. (1 Jn. 2:2 ESV)

John presents us with an important truth here in v. 2.  There is a difference
between forgiveness and propitiation.  Let me try to explain by example.  I have
a good friend, Joel.  We’ve been friends for about 30 years.  We have learned
through the years to know and trust each other very much.  Suppose that Joel
were to leave his wallet on the table in front of me and then leave the room.
Further suppose that I then took some money out of his wallet.  Now suppose
Joel were to discover that some money was missing from his wallet and ask me
about it.  Further suppose that I, confronted with what I’d done, confessed to
stealing the money and asked for forgiveness.  Joel might forgive me.  He has
responsibility to forgive me since he too is a believer.  But even if  Joel does
forgive me, he may not ever leave his wallet where I might get into it.  Even
though Joel forgives me, our relationship would be changed by sin.  We might
never be as close and trusting of each other as we were before I stole.  In such a
case, Joel has forgiven me, but propitiation has not been made.  I’m forgiven
but the relationship is not restored to what it was before the sin.  

When scripture says that Jesus is the propitiation for our sins, what it is saying
is that, 

because of  Jesus’  sacrifice,  God has
forgiven  you  AND  your  relationship
with Him is what it  was before you
ever sinned!  

You are completely restored into His good graces.  He has completely and totally
forgiven and forgotten your sin!  Nothing remains of it to interfere with your
relationship to Him!

Praise and thank God today that there is nothing separating you now from Him.
His love is perfect.  You are totally free of all sin and all the consequences of sin.
You are welcome into the very center of the Trinity!

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 18



July 7 Morning Reading

 And  by  this  we know  that  we  have come  to  know  him,  if  we keep  his
commandments. (1 Jn. 2:3 ESV)

I’ve been asked by new believers over the years, “How can I know that I’m truly
saved?”  Here in v. 3 John answers that question.  The proof, to you and to the
rest of the world, that you sincerely believe is a changed life.  Sincere faith will
bring salvation and real salvation leads to submission to the will of God.  

The Holy Spirit living inside you as a sincere believer will gift you and guide you
to work out your salvation as God would have you do.  

Good works cannot save you but they are
the proof of your sincere faith.  

As someone has said, “tis faith alone that saves the soul,  but the faith that
saves is never alone.”  I’ve included a picture at the end of this month’s praxis
that is intended to demonstrate the role of works in a believer’s life.  Remember,
works don’t add anything to our salvation.  Rather, they are the proof that we
have genuine faith and we are saved by faith alone!

19 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



Evening Reading July 7

4 Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar,
and the truth is not in him, (1 Jn. 2:4 ESV)

Again John repeats himself, this time in a negative fashion.  It is not enough to
simply say, “I believe.”  There are no “magic words” that can provide salvation
for a sinner.  Faith must be sincere.  John’s point is that sincere faith is always
followed by obedience to God’s commandments.  So if a person should claim to
be a believer and yet is disobedient to God’s commandments, that person is a
liar.  John repeats this idea for us to make clear how important it is.  He does not
want us to be deceived.  

How is God leading you by His Spirit to obey Him?  How has He gifted and
empowered you to do His will?  

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 20



July 8 Morning Evening

5  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By
this we may know that we are in him:  6 whoever says he abides in him ought
to walk in the same way in which he walked. (1 Jn. 2:5-6 ESV)

Yet again John makes the same point.  

Having been saved, we are called 
to a new way of life.  

As believers, our behavior needs to change to accurately reflect life as Jesus
lived it.  We are still sinners and we will fall to sin from time to time.  When we
do, we need to repent and then go on in  the faith trusting God to lead us
forward by His Holy Spirit.  As we’ve already seen in this month’s readings we
are both a) already perfect in Christ and b) still in the process of being made
holy!

In what ways is God working to make you a more holy person?  Even as this is
happening you should be able to rest secure in His love, knowing that you are
fully accepted.  Truly nothing can separate you from His love.

38  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers,  39  nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38-39 ESV)

21 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



Evening Reading July 8

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment
that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you
have heard. 8 At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to
you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. (1 Jn. 2:7-8 ESV)

John claims he is writing nothing new and yet there is something new here.
Another case of an apparent contradiction that is, in reality, no contradiction at
all.  In the OT, God frequently reminded His people Israel of the need to be holy.
That call to holiness was rejected to the point that He allowed His people to be
overwhelmed by foreigners and led into exile.  In the OT we see clearly the
results that accompany sin.  Many believe that the NT contradicts the message
of the OT.  In the NT they find the grace of God and His mercy.  They conclude
that God will not punish sin but in His mercy He will bring all people to Himself
regardless of sin.  That teaching, often referred to as universalism, turns a blind
eye to much of the NT.  

14  Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one
will see the Lord. (Heb. 12:14 ESV)

We need to pursue holiness in our lives –
that is an essential part of living life as a
child of God.

13 "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and
the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. (Matt. 7:13-14
ESV)

So we see that John’s message is new in that the grace and mercy of God are so
clearly made manifest in Jesus.  And we also see that all the aspects of God’s
relationship to people were laid out in the OT as well.  The emphasis in the OT
was definitely on the integrity and holiness of God.  The emphasis in the NT
shifts to the grace and mercy of God.  But make no mistake, there is grace and
mercy  in  the  OT  and  there  is  judgment  for  unbelief  in  the  NT.   In  both
testaments, we are taught that God is holy and He will tenaciously hold on to
His  integrity.   In  both  testaments,  we  are  taught  that  God  is  merciful  and
gracious.  He is always at work to restore to right relationship with Him.

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 22



July 9 Morning Reading

9  Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness.  10

Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for
stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes. (1 Jn. 2:9-11 ESV)

Having said that his message is not new and at the same time is new, John
continues on with this thought about hating one’s brother.  It is, in one sense, an
example of how the NT is the same as the OT while at the same time being
different from it.

The message about hating one’s brother brings us back to Gen. 4 and the story
of Cain and Abel.  Abel’s offering was more acceptable to God than Cain’s.  Why
was that.  Abel offered the best of what he had.  Cain tried to get by with a
much less costly offering.  When God preferred Abel’s offering, Cain became
jealous.  Cain knew that he had failed.  That angered him.  Abel’s actions had
clearly demonstrated Cain’s failure.  

We new testament believers are not completely unlike Cain.  We too can be
jealous of others’ successes.  Also like the OT example we can be tempted to do
harm to others.  Even if we do not act on that, we may be pleased to learn of
trouble coming to someone we’re jealous of.  
In the NT, the emphasis is placed on rooting out such thoughts long before we
reach the point of murder.

 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and
whoever murders will be liable to judgment.'  22  But I say to you that everyone
who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable
to the hell of fire. (Matt. 5:21-22 ESV)

The NT is concerned with looking at the problem at its very start long before it
reaches dire consequences.  In the OT God dealt with people’s actions.  In the
NT He deals with our thoughts that lead to our actions.  

How is God at work in your life to help you change your thought life?

23 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



Evening Reading July 9

I  am writing to  you,  little children,  because your  sins  are forgiven for  his
name's sake. (1 Jn. 2:12 ESV)

Now we arrive at the first verse we looked at on June 28.  Here John clearly
states one of his motives for writing this epistle.  He reminds us of one of the
most important truths of  Christianity.   Our sins are forgiven.  The verb “are
forgiven” is in the perfect tense in the Greek.  English has no exactly comparable
tense so something is lost in the translation.  In Greek, the perfect tense is used
to express the idea that something has happened in the past AND is continuing
to have an impact on the present time.  That second part about continuing to

have an impact on the present is crucial here.  The idea is that our sins have
been  forgiven  AND  that  forgiveness  continues  on  to  the  present
moment.  Do you see it?  In the Greek, the idea is implicit that once we’ve
repented of our sins, they are forever done with.  

God will never change His mind and decide
to reinstate some past sin against you.  

Having repented and being  forgiven for  your  sin,  you can be sure  that  the
matter is closed for all time.  The files have been sealed and will remain sealed
forever.  Why has God done this?  It is done for His name’s sake.  It’s all about
His reputation.  He claims to love us and to be working things for our best.  One
of the ways He does that is to make us know that He will  never bring back
repented sin against us.  

Have you ever forgiven someone only to revisit the issue at some later date
when it benefited you somehow to do so?  Know beyond the shadow of any
doubt that God will never do that.  

With God we always move forward and never backward.

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 24



July 10 Morning Reading

13  I  am  writing  to  you,  fathers,  because  you  know  him  who  is  from  the
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  14  I write to
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I  write to
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one. (1 Jn. 2:13-14 ESV)

Notice the progression of age as John forms this verse.  He begins with fathers –
the oldest group, then moves on to young men, the second oldest and concludes
by addressing children, the youngest.  

In addressing the oldest, he says he is writing because “you know him who is
from the beginning.”  The verb “know” is in the perfect.  So the idea is that
these people have known and continue knowing God to the present moment.
John is emphasizing the length of time that these folks have known God.  He is
addressing  the  fact  that  they  know  Him  well  because  they’ve  had  more
experience with Him.  

We all need to spend time with God in order
to know and love Him more.  

How are you using your time to know Him better?  How have you been growing
lately in your relationship to Him?

25 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



Evening Reading July 10

13  I  am  writing  to  you,  fathers,  because  you  know  him  who  is  from  the
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  14  I write to
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I  write to
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one. (1 Jn. 2:13-14 ESV)

As John moves on, he next addresses those who are younger – in their prime.
He speaks to them about their having overcome the evil one.  Again the verb is
in the perfect so the idea is that they have overcome the evil one and continue
to do so.  

Addressing  this  younger  group  he  shifts  from  the  idea  of  knowing  God  to
overcoming the evil one – an interesting shift.  Being younger they have not as
yet had the time to know God as well as older people have.  So rather than
mention their knowing God he talks about their overcoming the evil one. 

Certainly as we mature the enemy attacks in many ways.  It is in their prime
that  many  serve  their  countries  militarily  using  the  strength  of  youthful
maturity.  Perhaps John is using the idea of the using the strength of youth and
the wisdom of old age to encourage us to use the best attributes available to us
to fight the good fight against evil.  

Where are you today?  Are you using all the strengths and abilities that God has
invested in you to the best advantage that you can?  Are you serving God with
all your might?

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 26



July 11

What struck you most in this week’s readings in 1 John?

What questions or comments did you come away with?

How does what you learned relate to your life?  
How does it relate to the Church family?

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve
received?

27 Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14



July 11

As you spend a few moments in prayer, express your praise and
gratitude to God below:

Week 2: 1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:14 28



July 12 Morning Reading

13  I  am  writing  to  you,  fathers,  because  you  know  him  who  is  from  the
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  14  I write to
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I  write to
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one. (1 Jn. 2:13-14 ESV)

As we come to  the end of  v.  13, we see John address yet a third audience,
children.  Notice that previously John had said, “I am writing” and that now he
says, “I write.”  It is a small point yet there is a difference.  “I am writing” refers
to activity that is going on right now.  “I write” has a broader time context.  It is
as though John were saying “I always write” or “I have always written.”  So the
previous ideas may have had a need for more immediate attention than this
one and the successive ones we’ll read.  

In addressing the children, John simply says that he writes because they know
the father.  He addresses the  fact that they too know the Father.  Perhaps he
has in mind the idea that their concept of the Father is a simpler more childlike
idea of who the Father is.  If so, he wants them to know that it is important for
them to know Him.  He is encouraging them to know Him better and more fully.
By extension then, it is the task of parents and teachers to bring children up in
the knowledge of the Lord.  

Lessons learned in childhood shape the way a person will see God throughout
life.  May God give all of us wisdom and strength as we bring up our children.
May He help us to present a positive and accurate picture of Him so that they
might have as clear and accurate a picture of who He is as possible.

29 Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7



Evening Reading July 12

13  I  am  writing  to  you,  fathers,  because  you  know  him  who  is  from  the
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  14  I write to
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I  write to
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one. (1 Jn. 2:13-14 ESV)

John ends v. 14 by addressing fathers and young men as he did at the start of v.
13.  Two things to pick up on here. 1) When a scriptural writer repeats himself
you know that he thinks that idea is important.  Perhaps John is encouraging us
to recognize that certain abilities are stronger or weaker depending upon our
age.  

We need to consider  all  the details  of  our
present situation in order to best understand
how to use the spiritual gifts that God has
given us.  

Make  the  most  of  your  situation!   And then 2)  there  is  a  slight  difference
between the wording in v. 13 and v. 14.  In v. 13 John says, “I am writing”; in
v.14 he says, “I write.”  

When he says “I am writing” he emphasizes the fact that he is doing it at this
very moment.  When he says “I write” he emphasizes that he is in the habit of
writing these things.  So again, John emphasizes the idea of repetition, “I always
do this and I’m doing it again right now.”  He’s letting us know that this is part of
the gifting he has received.  He is working it out as the Spirit guides and directs
him forward.  Be like John, and recognize the gifts that you’ve been given and
then look for  opportunities  to live  out  your  gifting again and again as  God
provides opportunities!

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 30



July 13 Morning Reading

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world-- the desires
of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life-- is not from the
Father but is from the world. (1 Jn. 2:15-16 ESV)

As we live out our lives, much of what we see, hear, touch, taste and smell finds
its source in the world.  It all  becomes familiar.  That familiarity can build a
sense of security.  It’s not hard to understand the draw of this world.  We can
come to find meaning in it.  We are drawn to love it.  The problem is that it is
not real.  It is phony!  When God first created it, it was good!  It was just what
He intended it to be.  It was real.

31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Gen. 1:31 ESV)

But before too long, sin entered the world and brought corruption and death.
The world we see today is just a broken shadow of what God originally made.
This world has been turned over to Satan – the prince of the power of the air.

2  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience-- (Eph. 2:2 ESV)

The only way to reach the truth is in Christ.  While we remain in our earthly
bodies, it is only in prayer, meditation and communion with God that we can
experience reality as it was in the beginning.  

When you see the brokenness of this world
let it cause a yearning for a better world to
spring up in your soul.  

Learn to hate sin as intensely as God does.  Hate the destruction that it brings.
Long for our Lord’s return.  Then we will see things as they were meant to be.

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matt. 6:21 ESV)

What do you think?

31 Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7



Evening Reading July 13

17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the
will  of God abides forever. 18  Children,  it  is  the last  hour,  and as you have
heard  that  antichrist  is  coming,  so  now  many  antichrists  have  come.
Therefore we know that it is the last hour. (1 Jn. 2:17-18 ESV)

Because this world is phony, it is passing away.  Only truth can endure forever.
Do the will of God as John encourages us here.  Be among those who will abide
forever!  

As you live out truth, sin will become more
and more evident.  

You will come to recognize the fact that the spirit of antichrist is at work in the
world – and has been at work in the world since sin entered.  Time is short.  Be a
good steward of all that has been entrusted to you.  

1  And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to
show them a sign from heaven. 2  He answered them, "When it is evening, you
say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.'  3  And in the morning, 'It will be
stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.' You know how to interpret the
appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times.  4 An evil
and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except
the sign of Jonah." So he left them and departed. (Matt. 16:1-4 ESV)

How do you understand our times?  What signs do you see?  Where do they
point?

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 32



July 14 Morning Reading

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,
they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become
plain that they all are not of us.  20  But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all have knowledge. 21  I write to you, not because you do not
know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.
(1 Jn. 2:19-21 ESV)

There are some who, having made a good beginning, end up turning away from
the truth.  When a person turns away from the truth, sooner or later, they will
move away from fellowship with true believers.  Seeing those with whom we
once had good fellowship walk away can feel like a huge betrayal.  We can
experience a great sense of loss.  In these verses, John wants to encourage us
through times like that.  

Remember that it is God Himself who has
anointed you.  

Recommit yourself to God’s word to affirm your understanding of who He is and
who you are in Him.  Be reassured that, in Christ, you know the truth.

Have you ever seen a close friend walk away from God?  How did it make you
feel?  Did it cause you to question your own walk with God?  Be encouraged
that in Jesus Christ you have a friend who will never disappoint you.  He is all
about affirming and guiding you through life.  Put all your trust in Him and He
will bring you through!

25  I  have  been  young,  and  now am old,  yet  I  have  not  seen  the  righteous
forsaken or his children begging for bread. (Ps. 37:25 ESV)

8  We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; (2 Cor.
4:8-9 ESV)

33 Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7



Evening Reading July 14

22  Who is  the liar  but  he who denies  that  Jesus  is  the Christ?  This  is  the
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.  23  No one who denies the
Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.  24 Let what
you  heard  from the beginning  abide  in  you.  If  what  you  heard  from the
beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is the promise that he made to us-- eternal life. (1 Jn. 2:22-25 ESV)

There is only one question that will matter for all eternity – only one question
whose answer will be relevant forever.  That question is, “Who is Jesus Christ?”  

John affirms for us here the truth that THE liar is the one who denies that Jesus
is the Messiah.  THE liar.  I think that all of us have lied at some point in our
lives.  But there is only one lie that will be significant for all eternity.  THE lie is
to deny that Jesus is the Christ.  

To miss Jesus is to miss life itself!

Who do you say that Jesus is?  Do you answer with words alone or do you
answer with the integrity of a life lived for Him and His kingdom?

13  Now when Jesus came into the district of  Caesarea Philippi,  he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  14 And they said, "Some
say  John  the  Baptist,  others  say  Elijah,  and  others  Jeremiah  or  one  of  the
prophets." 15  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16  Simon Peter
replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17  And Jesus answered
him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 16:13-17 ESV)

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 34



July 15 Morning Reading

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.  27 But
the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no
need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about
everything, and is true, and is no lie-- just as it has taught you, abide in him.
(1 Jn. 2:26-27 ESV)

John acknowledges that there are some in the world who would try to deceive
you.  He counters that threat with the affirmation that you have received an
anointing from God.  Because you are a believer, He is living within you even
now.  Since that is true, you have no need for any other teacher.  He Himself is
truth.  

Stay in tune daily with His Spirit.  

Learn to recognize His voice when He speaks to you.

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  7  If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. (Jn. 15:5-9
ESV)

35 Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7



Evening Reading July 15

28  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may
have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.  29  If you
know that  he is  righteous,  you may be sure that  everyone who practices
righteousness has been born of him. (1 Jn. 2:28-29 ESV)

The second chapter of 1 John ends with this encouragement.  

If  we remain in Christ,  then we can have
lives filled with confidence.  

There is no reason for shame.  We are to PRACTICE righteousness.  Even an
unbelieving sinner can do righteous acts from time to time.  But we are called to
PRACTICE righteousness.  That is, we are called to do the right thing in every
circumstance!  A high calling indeed.  

For the believer there is no such thing as a white lie.  There is only the truth and
all else is falsehood – a lie.  We are not perfect in all our behavior, but we are in
the process of being made holy.  Strive to be conformed in all your ways to
truth.  Be like your heavenly Father.  He has always maintained His holiness and
integrity no matter the cost to Himself.  Make it your top priority in life to be like
him in all your ways.

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 36



July 16 Morning Reading

1  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us
is that it did not know him. (1 Jn. 3:1 ESV)

In ancient Israel most sons learned to make a living from their fathers.  If your
father was a fisherman then you would most likely become a fisherman.  If he
was a carpenter then you would become a carpenter.  What your father was,
you would become.  

It is from this viewpoint that John writes this verse.  John says that God has
loved us by calling us His children –  that as we mature in our faith we will
become more and more like Him.  

If  we’re  like  Him we value  honesty  and
integrity above all else.  If we’re like Him
we sacrifice ourselves for the wholeness of
the other.  

The world sees living in that way as foolishness.  
The world says, “Get all you can as long as you can!”  God says:

37 And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with  all  your  soul  and  with  all  your  mind.  38  This  is  the  great  and  first
commandment. 39  And  a  second  is  like  it:  You  shall  love  your  neighbor  as
yourself. (Matt. 22:37-39 ESV)

What do you say?

37 Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7



Evening Reading July 16

2  Beloved,  we  are  God's  children  now,  and  what  we  will  be  has  not  yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because
we shall  see him as he is. 3  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure. (1 Jn. 3:2-3 ESV)

Most of us would like to have some idea of what existence will be like after
death.   Scripture  does  not  give  us  much to go  on in  this  area.   Here  John
provides a glimpse.  

After confirming that we don’t know because it has not yet happened, John says
that when He appears, we’ll be like Him.  And did you catch his argument for
this, it’s because “we shall see him as he is.”  Jesus is the first fruit from the
grave.  

Jesus is the first true human to rise from the
dead and to remain alive forevermore.  

Whatever it was that took place in His risen body – that is what will happen in
our bodies when we rise to spend eternity with Him.  He is the prototype.  He is
the first among siblings.  When we see Him, we’ll be like Him.  Because we have
this hope, we forsake this world and strive to keep ourselves pure in His sight.  

What does it mean to you to forsake the world?  How do you purify yourself?

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 38



July 17 Morning Reading

4  Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. 5  You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in
him there is no sin. (1 Jn. 3:4-5 ESV)

In John’s day scripture consisted only of what we call the OT.  For most Jews,
being righteous was equivalent to keeping the law.  Here John is equates the NT
idea of sin with the OT idea of lawlessness.  To practice sin is to continually live
committing sin over and over without any true repentance.  

A Jewish person in John’s day would think of that in terms of lawlessness rather
than sinfulness.  

John redefines  sin  so  that  his  readers  will
understand that sin and lawlessness are two
different words for the same thing.  

John  then  goes  on  to  explain  that  Jesus  came  to  remove  sin  –  to  remove
lawlessness.  In Jesus there is no sin.  That is, in Jesus there is no lawlessness.
He is  the only One who has ever been able to keep the entirety of  the law
throughout His entire life.

In these verses John repeats an idea we saw earlier.  We are not perfect.  We
may from time to time fall to sin.  But we do not practice sin!  We no longer
continue  living  any  sort  of  lifestyle  that  involves  repeatedly  committing the
same sin (or sins) over and over.  We are no longer slaves to sin!  

How is this principle working itself in your life?
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Evening Reading July 17

6  No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning
has either seen him or known him. 7  Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. (1 Jn. 3:6-7
ESV)

John continues to beat this point home.  No one who is  a true believer will
continue living with ongoing sin  in  his/her  life.   Don’t  be  deceived.   A  true
believer will have habits and an ongoing lifestyle that is righteous in God’s eyes.

The Holy Spirit of God living within you will
empower  and enable  you  to  live  as  God
intends.  

He is able to do it!  How does the Spirit, living inside you, support, guide and
enable you to live as God wants, in all your ways?

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 40



July 18

What struck you most in this week’s readings in 1 John?

What questions or comments did you come away with?

How does what you learned relate to your life?  
How does it relate to the Church family?

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve
received?

41 Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7



July 18

As you spend a few moments in prayer, express your praise and
gratitude to God below:

Week 3: 1 John 2:15 to 1 John 3:7 42



July 19 Morning Reading

8  Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been
sinning from the beginning.  The reason the Son of  God appeared was to
destroy the works of  the devil.  9  No one born of  God makes a practice of
sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because
he has been born of God. (1 Jn. 3:8-9 ESV)

John makes it clear here that continuing to practice sin is a behavior that comes
from Satan himself.  It is what he does.  It is his chosen state of being.  John
goes on to confirm that Jesus came to destroy Satan and the power that he held
over us because of our sin.  

If you have been born of God, then you no
longer live in sin.  

Remember, you’re not perfect.  But you cannot be a true believer and live in a
continuous, ongoing state of sin.

43 Week 4:  1 John 3:8 to 1 John 4:10



Evening Reading July 19

10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children
of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the
one who does not love his brother.  11  For this is the message that you have
heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 
(1 Jn. 3:10-11 ESV)

John  now  gives  some  practical  examples  to  help  to  differentiate  between
children of God and children of the devil. The first he’s mentioned several times
already – children of God practice righteousness.  The second is that children of
God love one another.  

We need to genuinely share life together.  

If we don’t, we won’t be aware of the issues that others are facing.  
How can you love and support someone when you don’t know the problems and
issues that they are dealing with?  Doing life together is hard.  It can be costly.
It is also the only way to truly love one another.
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July 20 Morning Reading

12  We should not be like Cain, who was of  the evil  one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and
his brother's righteous. (1 Jn. 3:12 ESV)

John, here, cites the story of Cain and Abel.  Note how he draws attention to the
fact that the reason that Cain killed Abel was that Cain had done evil deeds
while Abel had done righteousness.  Satan tries to lead us deeper and deeper
into sin.  For Cain it began with greed.  He did not want to offer God the best of
what he had.  He wanted to keep the best for himself.  So, when he saw his
brother offer the best that he had, it angered Cain.  

Greed led to anger towards someone who was generous and not at all greedy.
His anger grew and rose to the point where Cain want to kill Abel.  Finally Cain
is so bold as to invite Abel out to a place where they will be alone and Cain will
have opportunity to kill Abel.  

We must be on guard always against the wiles of our enemy.  He will try in the
same way to use your shortcomings to drag you deeper step by step into sin.  

We need to be insightful people who see
ourselves honestly.  

Because the Spirit lives in you, you are able to overcome!  Thank God today that
you are no longer a slave to sin.  You have a real choice today.

19  I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before
you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your
offspring may live, (Deut. 30:19 ESV)
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Evening Reading July 20

13  Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. (1 Jn. 3:13 ESV)

Just as Cain hated his brother Abel because of Abel’s righteousness, you can rest
assured  that  the  world  will  hate  you  for  your  righteous  acts.   The  world
understands what righteousness is.  It simply refuses to do righteousness.  The
world  chooses  its  own  way  over  God’s  way.   The  world  will  hate  you  for
choosing God’s way over its way.

When was the last time someone rejected you because you chose to behave
righteously?  How did you respond?
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July 21 Morning Reading

14  We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15  Everyone who hates his
brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding
in him. (1 Jn. 3:14-15 ESV)

When you  are  hated  by  the  world  for  your  righteous  behavior,  you  should
rejoice.  This is evidence that you have truly “passed out of death into life.”  

When you love your brothers  and sisters,
you prove to yourself and any others who
care to watch, that you no longer abide in
death.  

As Jesus did in the sermon on the mount, John equates hating your brother with
murder.  If anyone should rebuke you for behaving righteously as a child of God,
rejoice in the truth that you are a child of God!

40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them
not  to  speak  in  the  name of  Jesus,  and  let  them go.  41  Then  they  left  the
presence  of  the  council,  rejoicing  that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  suffer
dishonor for  the name. 42  And every day,  in  the temple and from house to
house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. (Acts
5:40-42 ESV)
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Evening Reading July 21

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers.  17  But if anyone has the world's goods and
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's
love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed
and in truth. 19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
heart before him; (1 Jn. 3:16-19 ESV)

John reminds us that Jesus’ love for us drove Him to the cross.  Just as He laid
down His life for us, we should be willing also to pay the ultimate price – to give
up our lives for the brothers.   But not many are called to such an extreme
situation.  

For most of us, loving one another involves meeting needs in each other’s lives.
Those needs might be financial or physical or spiritual.  

How has  God  given you  opportunities to
love others in your life?  

No doubt He has asked you to love others by exercising the spiritual gift that He
has given to you.  Are you available to God and to your brothers and sisters?  If
so, how do you communicate that to them?  

There are far more needs out in the world than any of us can reach.  But there is
probably some need quite close to you where you can make a huge difference in
a fellow believer’s life.  

Are you paying attention?  Are there needs around you that you are not aware
of?  How can you be more aware so that you can love more?
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July 22 Morning Reading

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
22  and  whatever  we  ask  we  receive  from  him,  because  we  keep  his
commandments and do what pleases him. 23  And this is his commandment,
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he has commanded us.   24  Whoever keeps his commandments abides in
God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit
whom he has given us. (1 Jn. 3:21-24 ESV)

As we live our lives looking for opportunities to love one another, our hearts
rejoice in the knowledge that we living out the calling that God has placed on
our hearts.  We are doing what pleases Him and because we’re doing that we
can know that He is pleased with us.  

What is it exactly that pleases God?  It is to keep His commandment.  What is
this commandment that He wants us to keep?  

His commandment is that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another.

Live out His commandment daily!  Be your Father’s child.  Do the things He
does.  In living life that way, you will find shalom.

49 Week 4:  1 John 3:8 to 1 John 4:10



Evening Reading July 22

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
(1 Jn. 4:1 ESV)

John warns us to not believe every spirit.  We need to test things first because
there are many false prophets in the world.  How do we do that?  John will
provide an example shortly.  But basically we need to know the word of God.

We need to test what is being said against the principles and priorities of God’s
word.  Does this new spirit line up with what we know to be true in God’s word.
That is the litmus test.  It will involve much work and effort.  

But  it  is  critically  important  that  we seek
Him to  know Him better  and  follow Him
more accurately.  

How can you know His word better?  What habits and behaviors can you build
into your life to know Him better?
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July 23 Morning Reading

2  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus
Christ  has come in the flesh is  from God,  3  and every spirit  that does not
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you
heard was coming and now is in the world already. (1 Jn. 4:2-3 ESV)

John gives us an example of  a very early  church heresy that was becoming
popular toward the end of his life.  This philosophy was known as gnosticism
and in particular a branch known as docetic gnosticism.  Gnosticism comes from
a Greek word meaning knowledge.  

All  gnostics  believed  that  they  had  been  miraculously  given  supernatural
knowledge that would benefit them in life and perhaps the after life.  Docetic
comes from a Greek word that means “to seem to be” or “to appear to be.”
Docetic gnostics believed that all matter is evil.  Since our bodies are made from
matter, our bodies themselves are necessarily evil.  

When this idea was combined with Christianity it produced an interesting result.
Christians held that Jesus was God.  Jesus, being God, must be completely good.
So how could a good Jesus  really  have a body made of  evil  matter?  They
concluded that He could not really have had an evil  body at all and so they
believed that He had no true physical body at all.  

Docetic gnostics believed that, by some miracle of God, Jesus only appeared or
seemed  to  have  a  body.   The  early  church  would  later  condemn  docetic
gnosticism as heresy.  John affirms that the truth is that Jesus came in the flesh.
He continues on to say that every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God.  

The important thing to note here is that earlier writers of what would become
NT documents  had confirmed that Jesus  did,  in  fact,  have a normal  human
body.  John is  using known truth about Jesus from what would become NT
scripture to confirm that docetic gnosticism was a heresy.  

So what should we take away from all of this?  Simply that the final word is the
word of Scripture.  How do we test a spirit to see if it is from God or not.  We
compare it with the word of God.  

If some message does not line up somehow with the 
      word of God than we reject it as being phony.  

God’s word is the final word.  All truth will be in agreement with it.
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Evening Reading July 23

4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in
you  is  greater  than  he  who  is  in  the  world.  5  They  are  from  the  world;
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them.  6 We are
from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
(1 Jn. 4:4-6 ESV)

John confirms for us that we are from God because the Spirit of God lives in us.
The world will follow all kinds of false teachers and false doctrines.  But because
we are from God, we have the Spirit of truth living in us to guide us into all
truth.  God has given us His Holy Scripture so that we might be able to know the
truth.  

Learn His word; store it in your heart so
that you will be able to recognize what is
true and what is false.

11  I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.  12

Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes!  13  With my lips I declare all
the rules of your mouth. 14 In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in
all riches. 15  I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways.  16  I
will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.  17 Deal bountifully with
your servant, that I may live and keep your word.  18  Open my eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of your law. 19 I am a sojourner on the earth; hide
not your commandments from me!  20  My soul is consumed with longing for
your rules at all times. (Ps. 119:11-20 ESV)

What do you think?
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July 24 Morning Reading

7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God.  8  Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. (1 Jn. 4:7-8 ESV)

Have you noticed how John keeps returning to this basic theme that a major
part of our Christian duty is to love one another.  Genuine faith will always work
itself out in righteous works.  

Those righteous acts will be the demonstration
of our love for one another.

How is God working this principle out in your life?  
Should you make some changes in any area?  
Do you see it at work in the lives of other believers involved in your life?  

53 Week 4:  1 John 3:8 to 1 John 4:10



Evening Reading July 24

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him.  10  In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his  Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. (1 Jn. 4:9-10 ESV)

John hints at an important principle here.  Love must be made manifest – it
must be demonstrated in action.  If I say that I love you but do nothing about it
then I am a liar.  

Love always acts for the benefit of the one who is loved.  

How did God make His love for us manifest?  He did it by sending His Son.  Our
love for Him must be made manifest as well.  It must reach out to others around
us.

If it consists of words alone then it is not love.
Look back to July 6 to see a discussion on the word propitiation.

How will you make your love for God and others manifest today?
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July 25

What struck you most in this week’s readings in 1 John?

What questions or comments did you come away with?

How does what you learned relate to your life?  
How does it relate to the Church family?

What can you share with your church family from what you’ve
received?

55 Week 4:  1 John 3:8 to 1 John 4:10



July 25

As you spend a few moments in prayer, express your praise and
gratitude to God below:
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July 26 Morning Reading

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has
ever  seen  God;  if  we love  one another,  God abides  in  us  and his  love is
perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because
he has given us of his Spirit. (1 Jn. 4:11-13 ESV)

John says in v. 12 that no one has ever seen God.  He goes on to say that God
abides in us if we love one another.  I think that just about every believer looks
forward to the day when we will see Him face to face and know the fullness of
His glory.  But I also think that 

when we love one another and allow His
love  to  be  perfected  in  us,  we  catch
glimpses of His face in one another.  

It will be tremendous when that day comes but I think it will be vaguely familiar.
He is already with us – living right inside us.  To meet Him in glory will not be
like meeting a total stranger.  

Praise and thank Him today that He loves you so very much that He has come
to live within you already.  He is other than we are.  But He is love.  We are
made in  His  image.   We too can love.   When we do love  one another  we
demonstrate to the world who our God is.  That is a very attractive picture!

57 Week 5 – 1 John 4:11 to 1 John 5:21



Evening Reading July 26

14  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. 15  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God.  16 So we have come to know and to believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him. (1 Jn. 4:14-16 ESV)

When we testify that Jesus is  the Son of
God we are testifying to the fact that God
loves us.  

If we believe that truth then the Spirit of God lives inside us.  God is love – to
abide in love is to abide in God and to have God abiding in us.  I am reminded of
Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer in John 17.

18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  19 And for
their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.  20 "I do
not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their
word, 21  that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be
one even as we are one, 23  I in them and you in me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them
even as you loved me. (Jn. 17:18-23 ESV)
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July 27 Morning Reading

17  By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the
day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.  18  There is no
fear  in  love,  but  perfect  love  casts  out  fear.  For  fear  has  to  do  with
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 
(1 Jn. 4:17-18 ESV)

John is telling us that as we grow in the love of God, so we will grow more and
more confident in our relationship with Him.  As Jesus was in the world but
never a part of it, so we, even as we remain in the world, are separated more
and more from being a part of it.  

Our reality shifts as our love for God and one
another grows.  

We leave the temporary behind and set our thoughts and hearts on eternity.

Where do you live today?  Would you say you are more concerned with matters
of this world or with eternity?

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matt. 6:21 ESV)

59 Week 5 – 1 John 4:11 to 1 John 5:21



Evening Reading July 27

19 We love because he first loved us. (1 Jn. 4:19 ESV)

Again John brings us back to our complete dependence upon God and His love
for us.   All  hope for  our future  is  based on His  love for  us.   We, in  and of
ourselves, are without hope.  We were lost in sin – destined to eternal death as
a consequence of our sin.  Even then when we were guilty, when we had turned
our backs to Him, He loved us and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for us.

With Jesus, we have confidence.  Without Him,
we would be desperate.  

We would be terrified at the thought of the second death – complete separation
from God for all eternity!

Praise and thank Him today in prayer for His unspeakable gift – His gift that is
already alive in you today.  Truly He has first loved us!

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21 ESV)

Write some of your thoughts here.
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July 28 Morning Reading

20  If anyone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has
not seen. 21  And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God
must also love his brother. (1 Jn. 4:20-21 ESV)

Yet again John returns to this concept that we must love God and brother.  He
wants us to be sure that we are not deceiving ourselves.  It is very easy to claim
that I love God.  As we’ve seen repeatedly in John’s first epistle, love is genuine
only when it is demonstrated by action.  What can I do for God Himself?  The
answer is an obvious “nothing.”  I cannot offer Him anything that He does not
already possess.  

The only way to demonstrate my love for
God is to demonstrate my love for brother
and sister!  

John’s message here in 1 John 4:20 is clear.  If I don’t love my brother and sister
then I don’t love God.  I either love both God and my brother or neither!  

Perhaps you’ve heard someone say something like this,  “I  love God, it’s  the
people in the church who drive me crazy.”  I  admit that I’ve felt like that at
times.  I’m not perfect.  Although I may fail at times in my love for others, I do
try to make a practice of loving my brothers and sisters in Christ.  If I won’t do
that then, whatever I’d like to believe, Scripture tells me that I  am not be a
believer!

What do you think?

61 Week 5 – 1 John 4:11 to 1 John 5:21



Evening Reading July 28

1  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.  2 By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. 3  For  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.  4 For everyone
who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that
has overcome the world-- our faith. (1 Jn. 5:1-4 ESV)

As he draws near the conclusion of this epistle, John repeats yet again some of
the major  ideas  of  Christian life.   We believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  –  the
Messiah, the Holy One of God whom God sent to redeem us.  The second half of
v. 1 here reminds us yet again of our need to love one another.  He goes on to
say that if our faith is genuine then we will obey His commandments.  
Lastly he reminds us that the Father’s commandments are not burdensome.  His
command is that we do His work.  

His work is that we should believe on the
One whom He has sent.

29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom
he has sent." (Jn. 6:29 ESV)

What do you think?
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July 29 Morning Reading

5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God? 6 This is he who came by water and blood-- Jesus Christ; not
by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. (1 Jn. 5:5-6 ESV)

How is it that we overcome the trials of this life?  John’s answer is that we
overcome by believing that Jesus is the Son of God.  What do we believe about
Him?  We believe that He came by water and blood.  What does it mean that He
came by water?  Most agree that to come by water is most likely a reference to
His physical birth from a woman.  We believe that Jesus was truly human.  He
was not some sort of phantom that merely looked human without really being
human.  He was a true human being like you and me.  What does it mean that
He came by blood?  His coming by blood is a reference to His death – an atoning
death that, by faith, brings us back into the good graces of the Father.  

God did not simply visit us when Jesus came.  
He visited us and He died to save us from our sin! 

Now the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus lives within us to gift us, to inspire us and 
to empower us to do His will in a lost and dying world!

Let Him have full reign in your life.  You will be amazed to see what He can and
will do if you will allow Him to truly be Lord of your life!
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Evening Reading July 29

7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and
these three agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God
is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his
Son. 10  Whoever  believes  in  the Son of  God has  the testimony in  himself.
Whoever  does  not  believe  God has  made him a liar,  because he  has  not
believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.  11 And this is
the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. (1 Jn.
5:7-11 ESV)

As John sums up his thoughts and closes his letter, he reminds us of the truth of
God’s word.  He confirms to us that to believe is to be saved.  If we refuse to
believe then we stand condemned by our unbelief.  To refuse to believe is make
God a liar.   The truth is  that God has given us eternal  life  by giving us the
sacrifice of His Son, the God-Man, Jesus Christ!

17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. (Jn. 3:17-18 ESV)

Write some of your thoughts here.
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July 30 Morning Reading

12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son
of  God,  that  you  may know  that  you  have eternal  life.  14  And this  is  the
confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us. 15  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. (1 Jn. 5:12-15
ESV)

John reaffirms yet again that the one who believes has eternal life.  He adds
that  as  believers  we  can  ask  for  anything  according  to  His  will  and  know
confidently that He will provide it.  

Have you yet grown in your  walk with the Lord to this  point?  Do you ask
expectantly?  Sometimes I think God wants to bless me and others through me
more than I know.  

The challenge is to open ourselves up more
to the leading of His Spirit.  

When we see things as He does then we will more clearly see the needs and
opportunities.  When we see the needs, we will better understand what to ask
for.  When we ask according to His will, we believe He will supply all that is
necessary.

What do you think?
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Evening Reading July 30

16  If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall
ask, and God will give him life-- to those who commit sins that do not lead to
death. There is sin that leads to death; I do not say that one should pray for
that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death. 
(1 Jn. 5:16-17 ESV)

These are  most interesting verses.   In verse  16 John tells  us  that if  we see
someone committing a sin not leading to death, we can ask and God will give
him life.  John is not saying that we can repent for another’s sin.  John wants us
to know that our prayer is effective.  We can pray knowing that God will work in
that sinner’s life to bring him/her to repentance.  

But what about this sin that leads to death?  As we saw, the only unforgivable
sin is to die without accepting God’s offer of salvation through faith.  Even today
many pray for the dead believing that a dead person’s fate may be changed.
That is not true.  The one who has died without accepting Jesus are eternally
lost.  Such a person has committed the unpardonable sin.  So then what is sin
that does not lead to death?  It is sin that can be repented.  

If you see a brother or sister sinning, then
pray  for  that  one  that  God would  bring
them to repentance.  

None of us is perfect.  But none of us is eternally lost if we should fall to some
temptation.  There is always the hope of repentance.

What do you think?
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July 31 Morning Reading

18  We know that  everyone who has  been  born of  God does  not  keep  on
sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not
touch him. 19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the
power of the evil one. (1 Jn. 5:18-19 ESV)

John reminds us yet again that no true believer incorporates ongoing sin into
his/her life.  God is protecting us and shielding us from Satan’s attacks.  To be a
believer is to be from God.  As for the rest of the world, they are slaves to sin
and under the power of Satan.

33  They answered him, "We are offspring of  Abraham and have never been
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?"  34  Jesus
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave
to sin. 35  The slave does not  remain  in  the house forever;  the son remains
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (Jn. 8:33-36 ESV)

What does it mean to you that you are free in Christ?
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Evening Reading July 31

20  And  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  has  come  and  has  given  us
understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.  21  Little
children, keep yourselves from idols. (1 Jn. 5:20-21 ESV)

John closes by reminding us that Jesus came and gave us understanding so that
“we may know Him who is true.”  If we truly know Him, then we are in Him and
in His Son Jesus Christ.  John closes the epistle by warning us to keep away from
idols.  Idols can come in a huge variety of shapes and sizes.  

Truly  anything  that  would  attempt  to  draw
your attention away from God and what He is
doing in your life is an idol.  

Do not let yourself be deceived.  You must keep your focus on God always.  The
enemy is powerful and deceitful.  If you give him opportunity, he will take it.  Put
your trust in God to keep you.  Seek Him always and in all circumstances.

Write some of your thoughts here.
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* This image gives a visual explanation of the role of works in salvation and the 
relationship between faith, salvation, works, and proof, as taught in the 
Scriptures.


